
No matter where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here. Because Jesus has taught 
us to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and to love our 

neighbors as ourselves we declare Christ Reformed UCC to be an Open and Affirming 
church. We invite people of every race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity 
and expression, age, marital status, economic circumstance, and physical and mental ability 

into the worship, rites & sacraments, fellowship, and leadership of our church. 

Markings 1 

Heritage Day Volunteers Needed 
Fall Sunday Morning Bible Study 
Community Day of Service 
Remembering Weddings 
2019 Women’s Retreat 
Craft Night 

2 

Talent Show 
Stewardship & Estate Planning 
Thank You Note 

3 

Community Outreach  
Plan Your Calendar 

4 

September Calendar Insert 

Plan Your Calendar (cont.) 5 

Children’s Center News 
Notes from Kathleen 

6 

Around the Congregation  7 

Community Service in the Valley 8 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the young German church leader and theologian 
who would die a martyr in the final months of the second World War, was 
living in England in the 1930's.  He was serving two small German-
speaking churches doing the things that all pastors do: preaching, visiting 
the sick, teaching.   

At the same time his mentor, the great theologian Karl Barth, was 
back in Germany fighting against the rise of Hitler’s political party from his 
position as an academic leader.  When Bonhoeffer wrote Barth about how 
pleasant it was to serve the parishes in England and how much he was 
enjoying his work Barth wrote back “You are a German. . . the house of 
your church is on fire. . . you must return to your post by the next ship.”   
Bonhoeffer did, helping lead Christian resistance to the Nazis and 
becoming an important prophet before paying with his life.  

This story is part of the introduction to Allen Hilton’s book, A House 
United: How the Church Can Save the World.  Hilton taught at Yale 
Divinity School and now heads House United, a nonprofit initiative that 
helps groups collaborate across theological and political differences.   

I picked up his book this week out of a sense of desperation.  To 
borrow from Barth, the house of our nation is on fire.  The death of John 
McCain, whose political perspective and mine usually diverged, but whose 
“gravitas” put most of his counterparts to shame, deeply saddened me.  
I’m tired of the vitriol that passes for political conversation these days.  
I’m sick of the short fuse that is attached to nearly every social topic.  I’m 
fed up with being fed up.  Reconciliation is at the heart of the gospel.  Is 
reconciliation possible for us in the church and the nation?  In this age of 
“angertainment” when cynical belittling and demeaning is the order of the 
day is it reasonable to think this might not be our best course?  It must 
be because allowing it to continue unchecked ends in the destruction of 
important ideals and institutions. 

Hilton’s book is filled with stories of seemingly intractable divisions 
being addressed, not by shaving off the rough edges or denying 
convictions, but by inviting those with whom one disagrees to sit down for 
a respectful conversation.  Is there anything at all that I can learn from 
someone with whom I disagree.  He asks again and again “Who is 
missing at our table?”  While we often think in terms of gender/racial/
sexual orientation/ethnic divisions that need to be healed, political 
divisions are just as toxic.  And from his perspective the church is ground 
zero for the healing to start.  Hilton writes, “The saying goes that ‘God 
doesn’t call the equipped, but rather equips the called.’  If Christians 
would learn and practice collaborating and building community across our 

(Continued on page 2) 
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BLOOD DRIVE 

8:00am—1:30pm 
 



differences, we could export that new skill and heal our land.”   
Hilton’s book is not the only book out on this topic and it may not be the most helpful, but I 

resonated with his analysis of our present plight and his nudges toward a culture shift.  I invite you 
to pick up a copy of the book this month ($12.45 for the paperback at Amazon) and join me for a 
conversation about it on Wednesday, September 26, at 7:00 p.m. in the church’s coffee hour 
space.   

Markings (cont.) 

Heritage Day Volunteers Needed:  Sept. 29 

We need your help to show Middletown that Christ 
Reformed UCC is A Great Church for Families, Just 
Around the Corner. Once again, we will offer many 
of the activities and services that the community has 
come to love and rely on.  We need volunteers to help 
with serving lunch, staffing the moonbounce and 
cleaning up at the end of the festival.  This year, we 
will be selling apple dumplings on Green Street and will 
need to staff the table from 9am-5pm. Whatever your 
level of interest, there is a way that you can contribute: 
please add your name to the sign-up sheets located in 
the Narthex or contact the church office at 301-371-
6610. 

Fall Sunday Morning Bible Study 

A five-session study, Promised Land, is 
a video series illustrating how God 
guided his people to a specific place to 
impact the world both in ancient times 
and today. Featuring noted historian and 

teacher Ray Vander Laan, the series is filmed entirely 
on location in Israel. Ray weaves together history, 
culture, religion and geography, offering insights into 
the meaning of scripture for us. The Student Guide 
includes helpful questions and 30 personal Bible studies 
to deepen learning between sessions. For those who 
enjoy video learning, and who want to deepen their 
knowledge of scripture, you will not want to miss any 
of these sessions. Classes begin Sunday, September 
16 and will be led by David Grieger. AND……this group 
has a new name. No longer will it be identified as the 
“down stairs class.”  Our brand NEW moniker is……
Growing in Faith! 

Community Day of Service 

If you are not able to participate in the Day of 
Service you can still help.  CRUCC is responsible for 
providing a bag lunch for all the volunteers.  The 
Discipleship Board is doing the shopping, but would be 
glad to receive your financial contribution toward the 
cost of lunch supplies.  You can simply write a check to 
the church and note it “DOS lunch.”   

Remembering & Celebrating Weddings 

REMINDER: As part of the ‘InSpiring The Valley for 
200 Years‘ celebration, we will be highlighting weddings 
during the Heritage Day/Weekend on Saturday, 
September 29 & 30.  We are looking forward to 
displaying anything related to weddings - whether they 
took place here at Christ Reformed or somewhere else.  
Please let Nancy vom Lehn, Jane Staley or Diana Corl 
know what you have for our display.  ***We are 
looking for dress forms or mannequins that we could 
borrow for the wedding display. 

Save the Date—2019 Women’s Retreat 

Mark your calendar and get prepared for a weekend 
of spiritual refreshment, renewal, loving, sharing, 
surrendering and yes, crying. But it is okay, because 
your sisters are going to be there to lift you up. It will 
be a weekend to worship, to have fun, to get closer to 
each other and to get closer to our Lord. Please sign up 
on the sheet in the narthex. We need a count as 
soon as possible to lock down the date and the 
facility. We will gather at Shepherd Springs on Friday 
evening, May 3rd, share dinner at 7pm, begin the 
retreat and finish on Sunday, May 5th. Don’t miss out 
on what the Lord has to share with us.  The theme is:  
Putting Off Your Wolf-Like Tendencies.  Cost is: double 
occupancy $252 per person, Single occupancy $309 per 
person, and Triple occupancy $204 per person. 

Our hold on this space is tentative to us getting 
responses for the weekend, if someone else takes it 
first, we will have to reschedule the event. A lot of you 
have said you would like a weekend retreat, this is our 
chance and we would like to move forward, but can’t 
without you. Once we can move ahead, there will be a 
deposit of 20%, which is non-refundable. Again, sign-
up sheet is in the narthex. God bless you all. 

Craft Night 

Our next craft night will be on Friday, September 
21st at 6:00pm in the Social Room.  Any and all 
crafters are welcome: card makers, scrapbookers, 
needlecrafts, etc.  Please RSVP to Beth Scott at 
301.788.3524 or BethOScott@aol.com. 

Notes 



Talent Show 

Thank You Notes 

Thank you so much to our caring members that sent get 
well cards and to Mark for visiting me during my recent 
recovery  It was greatly appreciated. 

~Leah MacMillan 

Stewardship & Estate Planning 

 Update from your Stewardship Committee 

On Sunday September 9 at 9:15 in the Chapel, Middletown attorney Sean O'Keefe is with us to provide information on the importance 
of having an up-to-date will.  Do not worry: He is NOT attempting to replace your current lawyer! The Stewardship Committee has 
arranged this presentation because our Church is initiating an Endowment Fund whose size builds up slowly over the years as bequests 
(even small ones) are received. In other words, we are suggesting that members “remember the CRUCC” in their wills. If 200 individuals 
do this, and bequests vary from $500 to $25,000, and average $5,000, the fund will eventually reach $1 million! Imagine how much more 
financially secure the Church would be today if this fund had been started in 1968, 50 years ago. Your relatively modest bequest will help 
ensure Christ Reformed Church will still be standing and serving a vibrant congregation on its 300th Birthday. Please join us Sunday, 

September 9. This is one more opportunity to learn how your gift can help the church grow in its Kingdom work. 

Why Should I Give? 

This is a question often asked by persons as they consider why they should finance God’s kingdom work. I suggest we begin by 
considering Psalm 24:4: the earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it. Whatever comes into our hands does so as a trust from God. We live in 
a God-given world. And that is one reason we give back to God. Also consider the familiar John 3:16 passage. Christian stewardship 
simply, yet profoundly, imitates God’s example of giving. Stewardship is OUR love taking form, as God’s love took form, through the 
giving of ourselves.  These two verses provide stewardship’s most enduring starting point – stewards as an act of selfless thanksgiving.   

~David Grieger, Stewardship Committee Chair 

 

Our C.R.U.C.C. Got Talent night 
was a huge success.  Over 60 
friends and family enjoyed food, 
fellowship and entertainment 
provided by some of our 
youngest members all the way up 
to some of our oldest.  
Performances included musical numbers, tap, 
ballet, poetry reading, instrumentals, and comedy 
provided by:  Mary Jane Line, Holly and Bridget 
Brown, The Murphy family, Stella Fogle, Scott 
Fogle, Nate Miller, Joanna Miller, Aveline Murphy, 
Myesha Jackson-White, Sue Wickless, Matthew 
Jefferson, David Grieger, Skip Lare, Dick Burd, 
Davis Philips, and Isabella Robey.   



Community Outreach  

 

 

Ladies Only "Chill Night” 

Sept. 21 @ 6:00pm 
Beans in the Belfry 

122 W. Potomac St, Brunswick, Maryland  

Come and enjoy fellowship and food. Please 
add your name to the signup sheet in the 

Narthex by September 19th. 

Book Club 
The Book Club will meet at the Main Cup at 
11:30 on the following dates to discuss: 
September 26 – One Thousand White 
Women: The Journals of May Dodd by Jim 
Fergus. 
October 24 – The Woman in Cabin 10 by Ruth Ware. 

2018 Walk to end Alzheimer’s 
Sunday, October 14, 2018 

11:00am Registration 
12:00pm Opening Ceremony 

12:30pm Walk 
Nymeo Field at Harry Grove Stadium 
To make a donation or to sign-up to walk with 

Beth Scott’s Team, go to: http://act.alz.org/site/
TR?fr_id=11274&pg=personal&px=5387232 

Please contact Beth at 301-788-3524 or 
BethOScott@aol.com. 

Plan Your Calendar 

Please bring a dish to 
share. 

September 9th @ 
4:30PM 
Chapel 

Community Service in the Valley  
Youth Car Wash 

Sept. 8th from 9:30am-1:30pm 
Youth do not need to participate all day. 
The ones who stay the entire time will be 

treated to Baskin Robbins following 
worship on Sunday, the 9th. 

Community Service in the Valley  
                    Juice Box Collection 

A total of 8,000 juice boxes are needed for the 
upcoming school year. The past contributor is no 

longer able to do so.  Please consider contributing 
funds or 100% juice boxes. Your donation of 

100% juice boxes or funds are 
greatly appreciated.   Leave 

juice boxes in the Backpack bin 
located in the Narthex. Financial 
donations can be dropped off 

in the church office.  



Plan Your Calendar  (continued) 

 
 

Homewood Monthly Luncheon 

Friday, September 21 @ 12:00pm 
7407 Willow Road, Frederick 

Please RSVP to Diana Corl at 
dwcorl39@comcast.net by Sept. 19th. 

Book Study 
September 26st 

7:00pm  
Coffee Hour Space 
Hosted by Pastor Mark 

 

(More details in Mark’s 
Markings column  

on page 1) 

Guys Night Out 
Main Cup 

 

Sept. 18 @ 6:30pm 
We’ll enjoy some good food and 

fellowship.  If you plan to attend please email 
Debbie at debbielbruns@comcast.net  

 

 

 
 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED!! 
PLEASE SIGN UP TO HELP 

Breakfast/Lunch 
Booth on Green Street 

Moon Bounce 
Apple Dumplings 

Blessing of the Backpacks: Sunday, September 2nd 
 If you or your child is a student, teacher or other school 
employee we invite you to join us for this special part of 
worship that day.  Bring a backpack, briefcase or other 
symbol of your work or study and we’ll join in praying 
God’s blessings for the coming year. 

th 

P   A   R   T   Y 

HONORING 

November 3 from 3-7pm 

Social Room 

RSVP by September 23rd to 

mjacksonwhite@gmail.com 

Crystal Grottoes Caverns 
Sept. 16th   12pm—5pm 

Cost for 12 and over is $20 and under 
12 is $10 (cash only). We will stop and 
get a fast food meal. Please sign up in 

the narthex. 



Children’s Center News 

Notes from Kathleen 

Laughter is the BEST medicine: 
A woman opened her refrigerator door and there 
was a rabbit inside. “What are you doing in 
there?” she asked. “Isn’t this a Westinghouse?” 
replied the rabbit. The woman said, “yes”. “Well, 
said the rabbit, “I am westing.” 
SIGN IN A HEALTH FOOD SHOP WINDOW: Closed 
due to illness.  
SIGN OUTSIDE OF A SECONDHAND SHOP: We 
exchange anything-bicycles, washing machines, 
etc. why not bring your wife along and get a 
wonderful bargain? 
GOOD SAMARITAN:  A Sunday School teacher 
was telling her class the story of the Good 
Samaritan. She asked the class” If you saw a 
person lying on the roadside, all wounded and 
bleeding, what would you do?” A thoughtful little 
girl broke the silence, “I think I’d throw up.” 
DID NOAH FISH?  A Sunday School teacher 
asked, “Johnny, do you think Noah did a lot of 
fishing when he was on the Ark?” “No,” replied 
Johnny. “How could he with just two worms?” 
KIDS IN CHURCH 
3-year old Reese: “Our Father, Who does art in 

heaven, Harold is His name. 
Amen 
4-year old prayed: “And forgive 
us our trash baskets as we 
forgive those who put trash in 
our basket.” 

I am looking for a male who would be willing to help out with Sunday 
school once a month in the fall. I feel as though someone has a call to 
do this. Be that light for future generations. I will be there for you , I 
just feel that it is important for the young men to see male leadership in 
this capacity and available to them should they need someone to talk 
about “things” they may feel they can’t discuss with me. 
 

Sunday school kick off is September 2nd. I hope 
to see everyone back in full swing and 
participating in Sunday School classes and 
Children’s Church. Each class room will have 
Orange Juice and donuts to welcome everyone 
back. So, this will be our Sunday to come in your 
PJ’s and relax.  
 

I want to say thank you to all of you who participated in our C.R.U.C.C. 
Got Talent night:  Mary Jane Line, Holly and Bridget Brown, The Murphy 
family, Stella Fogle, Scott Fogle, Nate Miller, Joanna Miller, Aveline 
Murphy, Myesha Jackson-White, Sue Wickless, Matthew Jefferson, David 
Grieger, Skip Lare, Dick Burd, Davis Philips and Isabella Robey  It was a 
smashing success! It offered everything, music, rap, monologues, dance 
(ballet and tap), poetry and comedy. We definitely have some talent 
here. God is calling us all to use what He has given us, I hope to see 
you the next time around, sharing with us what you have been given.  

September 2nd—PJ Day 
October 28th—Costume Day (Halloween) 

November 25th—Turkey wear Day (dress yourself up as a turkey) 
December 23rd---Elf Wear Day (sport your best elf wear) 

Thank you to Robert Douglas and 
the Middletown Volunteer Fire 
Company #7! The kids had a blast! 



 

 

Around the Congregation 

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS 
September 2 Barbara Ohler 

September 9 Tracy Brown 

September 16 Nancy vom Lehn 

September 23 Robyn Bramhall 

September 30 Jessica Mekkelson 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
September 2 Called to Care 

September 9 Disclipship Board 

September 16 Christian Ed Board 

September 23 Joe Kroener 

September 30 Property Board 

LAYREADERS 
September 2 Andrew Corl 

September 9 Garry vom Lehn 

September 16 Keith Zecher 

September 23 Gregg Petermann 

September 30 Beth Mummert 

ACOLYTES 
September 2 Marleigh Klamert 

September 9 

September 16 Clark Zecher 

September 23 

September 30 

USHERS 
September 2 Team 3 

September 9 Team 4 

September 16 Team 5 

September 23 Team 6 

September 30 Team 1 

SOUND TECHNICIANS 
September 2 Nicole Fontaine 

September 9 Nick Fink 

September 16 Chris Johnson 

September 23 Tony Verdi 

September 30 Nicole Fontaine 

Psalmist 
September 2 Scott Fogle 

September 9 Aveline Murphy 

September 16 Davis Phillips 

September 23 Nate Miller 

September 30 Joanna Miller 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
September 2 Anne & David Grieger 

September 9 Ruth & Bill Falconer 

September 16 Stephanie Mekkelson 

September 23 Laura & Tony Verdi 

September 30 Dick Holter 

CHILDREN’S STORY 
September 2 Joe Kroener 

September 9 Sandy Oliynyk 

September 16 Bill Steigelmann 

September 23 Ed & Nicole Fontaine 

September 30 Gregg & Sarah Petermann 

2018 Operating Finances Year-to-Date – JULY 31, 2018 

  
Budgeted 
Income 

Actual 
Income 

Budgeted 
Expenses 

Actual 
Expenses Variant 

Operating $172,537.19 $236,008.74 $222,364.12 $231,360.83 $4,647.91 

Children’s Center $398,154.19 $445,770.07 $370,213.95 $379,772.14 $65,997.93 

Global $570,691.38 $681,778.81 $592,578.07 $611,132.97 $70,645.84 

 

AUGUST 2018 
 8:15 am 10:30 am 
August 5 55 76 
August 12 53 103 
August 19 58 79 
August 26 57 109 

August Average— 148  2018 Average—160 

Did You Know? 
Grover Cleveland helped make Labor 
Day a national holiday. Labor Day is the 
unofficial end of hot dog season.  
Enjoy your Day and eat hot dogs!! 

Called To Care 

Birth Announcement 
Arizona Rae was born on August 24, 2018. 

Congratulations to Craig & Jessi Zecher. 



Christ Reformed 
United Church of Christ 

Rev. Mark Wakefield, Pastor 
 

Contemporary Worship  8:15 a.m. 
Sunday School for All Ages 9:15 a.m. 

Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Coffee Hour following 10:30 Worship 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday: 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

301-371-6610 
Fax: 301-371-6912 
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Frederick, Maryland  21701 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Christ Church Children’s Center 
Childcare 

Ms. Missy Payne, Director 
Mrs. Jesi Bell-Godfrey, Assistant Direc-

tor 
6 Weeks—12 Years 

Mon-Fri    6:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
301-371-0360 

www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net 

 

12 South Church Street 
P.O. Box 333 
Middletown , Maryland  21769 

christreformeducc@comcast.net 
www.christreformeducc.org 

Reaching out to help people to know  
God through Jesus Christ.  

Equipping people to love God through  
the community of faith.  

Sending people to serve God  
throughout the world. 

Christ Church Children’s Center 
Childcare 

Mrs. Missy Payne, Director 
Mrs. Jesi Bell-Godfrey, Asst. Director 

6 Weeks—12 Years 
Mon-Fri    6:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

301-371-0360 
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net 

 

Join us as we partner with Holy Family, Middletown United Methodist (MUMC), 
and  Zion Lutheran for a community-wide day of service in the valley. 

There is a project for everyone—get involved and lend a helping hand! 

Sign up online at https://tinyurl.com/ya85p2cd 

All volunteers will meet at MUMC at 9am for a time of reflection before proceeding to projects. 


