
No matter where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here. Because Jesus has taught 
us to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and to love our 

neighbors as ourselves we declare Christ Reformed UCC to be an Open and Affirming 
church. We invite people of every race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity 
and expression, age, marital status, economic circumstance, and physical and mental ability 

into the worship, rites & sacraments, fellowship, and leadership of our church. 
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I came to the Fitbit craze, as I have to most things technological, a bit 
late.  Actually Mary bought me one that you slip into your pocket a couple of 
years ago.  I was convinced I would like that better than wearing a bulky 
watch.  She gave it to me with some resignation, saying “You’re going to lose 
it in the first month,” knowing my tendency to “misplace” items.  I proved her 
wrong.  I kept it for two months before it disappeared into the ether.   

About a year ago I replaced it with a Fitbit Charge 2 watch which has 
stayed firmly attached to my wrist.  And I’ve learned a lot about my daily  
steps.  I know roughly how many steps I take at my Y basketball games 
(about 7000-8000), how many steps I take around the house before heading 
to work in the morning (about 600-700) , even how many steps I take from 
my arrival on Sunday morning to my departure after coffee hour (about 
3500.  I guess that’s lot of nervous pacing . . .)  I have also learned how to 
cheat.  One evening when I was just short of 10K steps I was determined to 
meet the goal, so I marched in place for a minute to add the70 steps to my 
daily total.  Amusing and pathetic at the same time. 

Part of the power and the charm of the device is how it translates 
seemingly inconsequential things (steps) into something larger (health).  In 
my case it has not meant weighing less, but it has increased my sense of well
-being.  It has not made me sleep better, but it has given me a greater sense 
of self-awareness.  The mostly-unintentional act of taking a step has become 
an intentional act of self-care.  Being intentional about a small thing yields 
dividends out of proportion to the cost. 

This month our Stewardship Committee is inviting us to be intentional 
about another kind of step. In notes and presentations about the “Journey to 
Generosity” they will ask us to see our faithful, generous support of the 
church’s ministries not as an impossible, unreachable, impractical goal, but in 
terms of a set of relatively modest steps.   

Our financial secretaries’ statistics show that most members of the church 
“march in place.”  Pledges and giving remain largely static year to year.  But 
research indicates that making even small steps toward greater generosity of 
time, talent or treasure, inspired by gratitude to God for the blessings in our 
lives, increases our personal sense of well-being.  Generosity is one of the 
most potent things we can do for our mental and our spiritual health.   

We don’t give to a budget.  We don’t give to salaries, to utilities, to 
insurance, to “things.”  We give to God’s work in the world.  Our gifts will not 
bring about God’s vision for the world all at once, but step by step they help 
usher in God’s realm.  The size of a small step increase or a large one is 
second to the intentionality behind it.  Each step up we make in our giving 
expresses and strengthens our conviction about the power, truth and 
durability of God’s promises. 
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Save the Date—2019 Women’s Retreat 

Mark your calendar and get prepared for a weekend 
of spiritual refreshment, renewal, loving, sharing, 
surrendering and yes, crying. It will be a weekend to 
worship, to have fun, to get closer to each other and to 
get closer to our Lord. Please sign up on the sheet in 
the narthex. We need a count as soon as possible 
to lock down the date and the facility. We will 
gather at Shepherd Springs on Friday evening, May 
3rd, share dinner at 7pm, begin the retreat and finish 
on Sunday, May 5th. Don’t miss out on what the Lord 
has to share with us.  The theme is:  Putting Off Your 
Wolf-Like Tendencies.  Cost is: double occupancy $252 
per person, Single occupancy $309 per person, and 
Triple occupancy $204 per person. 

Our hold on this space is tentative to us getting 
responses for the weekend, if someone else takes it 
first, we will have to reschedule the event. A lot of you 
have said you would like a weekend retreat, this is our 
chance and we would like to move forward, but can’t 
without you. Once we can move ahead, there will be a 
deposit of 20%, which is non-refundable. Again, sign-
up sheet is in the narthex. God bless you all. 

Church Endowment Fund  

On September 9th Sean O'Keefe presented a great 
deal of useful information on the subject of Estate 
Planning to 14 members of the congregation. Sean, a 
lawyer who has offices at 23 West Main Street in 
Middletown, covered Wills, Trusts, Power of Attorney, 
and Advanced Directives, and described the probate 
process and tax implications. He answered several 
questions concerning these subjects, and offered to 
answer any subsequent ones that anyone may have, 
whether they attended the talk or were not able to do 
so. The phone number at his office is 301-473-1842. 

Those who attended the 10:30 service a few weeks 
before the meeting heard Mike Remsberg describe the 
reasons he was motivated to include CRUCC in his will. 
The Stewardship Committee urges all members to 
follow Mike's example. Taking care of your family 
members is obviously your first objective, but it would 
be appropriate to remember your "Christian brothers 
and sisters" who will attend services at CRUCC in the 
coming years by leaving at least a small portion of your 
estate to the Endowment Fund, to help ensure our 
aging buildings remain attractive and functional. 

2018 Neighbors In Need 

On the first Sunday in October we’ll join with other 
UCC churches around the country to support the 
Neighbors in Need (NIN) offering.  This is a special 
mission offering of our denomination that supports 
ministries of justice and compassion throughout the 

United States. One-third of NIN funds 
support the Council for American 
Indian Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds of 
the offering is used by the UCC's 
Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) 
to support a variety of justice 
initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct 
service projects through grants.  To contribute you can 
write a check to the church and note it “NIN.” 

Upcoming Annual "Pledge of Support" Drive 

It's that time again! The Consistory is wrestling with 
developing the Church's 2019 Budget, and after 
the  comments and possible changes are presented, 
discussed, and voted upon at a Congregational Meeting, 
the Stewardship Committee mails a letter and a blank 
"Pledge Card" (also known as an "Estimate of Giving 
Card") to all those who attend services or are members. 
Although the response rate (i.e., the number of cards 
that are returned) is fairly good, if it were better the 
Consistory would be able to have a much better idea of 
whether there will be adequate funding to actually incur 
the budgeted expense items on the planned schedule of 
expenditures. Please be assured that the returned cards 
and the financial records of giving are seen only by Paul 
Fink and Nancy vom Lehn, the Financial Secretaries -- 
no one else. Please return the cards promptly, and 
please also provide an estimated amount. No one will 
hold you to the amount shown or know if circumstances 
develop that make it difficult to match the amount with 
actual giving. And if future events turn out are better 
than now foreseen, your Church will be happy share in 
your good fortune (it is not unusual for actual 
cumulative giving at the end of the year to exceed what 
is shown on the submitted card).  

Fall Sunday Morning Bible Study 

Our Adult Sunday School class, 
Growing in Faith, continues to meet to 
discuss the Promised Land.  This five 
week series will end on October 14th.  
Anyone can join in at any time.  Following the 
conclusion of this series, we will launch a 3 week series 
led by Bill Steigelmann, titled “History of the Torah”, 
which will run October 21st, November 11th and 18th. 
Please join us! 

Church Membership 

If you are interested in becoming a member of Christ 
Reformed UCC or simply want to know more about our 
church and its ministries, we invite you to a 
membership conversation in the Parish House 
on October 17th at 7:00pm. Childcare can be 
arranged if that is helpful.  Please speak to Mark if you 
would like to take part. 

Notes 



Baptism at the Creek 

Thank You Notes 

We would like to express our sincere appreciation and 
gratitude to our church family for all the support, cards 
and prayers during Scott's illness and his passing.  

Love, Stephanie, Alex, Trevor and Jessica 

Stewardship  

A new feature is included in this falls’ Journey to Generosity.  
The Consistory and Stewardship Committee will complete their 
Pledge of Support Cards by October 21st. Results will be 
announced at the November 4th Budget Meeting.  Cards to 
church members and friends will go out November 5th.  We 
thank these two groups for leading the way in our fall pledge 

campaign. 

Sincerely,  

David Greiger, Stewardship Committee Chair  

A week of rain in June forced us to cancel 
our annual church picnic at the Catoctin 
Creek Nature Center and the baptisms of 
several young people in the creek.  But on 
the afternoon of September 16th the rain 
held off long enough for us to celebrate the 
baptisms of Morgan Bruns and Scott 
Fogle.  A large group of family, friends and 
CRUCC members were present to witness 
this marker in Morgan and Scott’s journey of 
faith.  And among the sounds of water, birds 
and crickets we could hear the voice of God 
saying to these two young people, as it did 
at Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan, “You are my 
beloved with whom I am well pleased.” 

Working as part of a team is what has drawn me to volunteer for 
CRUCC mission trips throughout the years.  Assisting those in need 
and having a common goal affirm my desire to attend even more.  
Fellowship, evangelism, conversations, exhaustion and learning 
seem to simply happen mysteriously with each trip.  This year’s 
mission trip to Houston, in the wake of Hurricane Harvey last 
August, was no exception.  At different times throughout the week, I 
had opportunity to reflect on how I arrived where I was.  
Remembering the support of church members back home helped to 
push me (and the team!) through the week as we toiled in the heat 
and humidity. Mission team individuals carried church members’ 
words of encouragement and prayers throughout the week.  I use 
this space to offer a heartfelt “Thank you!” from the mission team to 
each one of you who has supported mission trips with your financial 
resources and generous spirits.  I speak for the mission team as I 
say we are honored to have a chance to be your hands and hearts 

as we serve others in the wider world.    

Sincerely, Beth Tucker 

I want to send out a special “shout out” to Gregg 
Petermann, David vom Lehn and Edward Fontaine for 
answering the call to help out in Sunday School. They have 
responded to the call to teach and be a presence for the 
Lord.  God bless you.  

~Kathleen 



Community Outreach  

 

 

JAMES GANG PIZZERIA  
FUNDRAISER 

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH 
(This Month’s Date:  October 21st) 

Enjoy lunch or dinner (or 
both!) at James Gang 

and 15% of all sales will 
be donated to the 

church’s General Fund. 

2018 Walk to end Alzheimer’s 
Sunday, October 14, 2018 

11:00am Registration 
12:00pm Opening Ceremony 

12:30pm Walk 
Nymeo Field at Harry Grove Stadium 
To make a donation or to sign-up to walk with 

Beth Scott’s Team, go to: http://act.alz.org/site/
TR?fr_id=11274&pg=personal&px=5387232 

Please contact Beth at 301-788-3524 or 
BethOScott@aol.com. 

Community Service in the Valley  
                    Juice Box Collection 

A total of 8,000 juice boxes are needed for the 
upcoming school year. The past contributor is no 

longer able to do so.  Please consider contributing 
funds or 100% juice boxes. Your 
donation of 100% juice boxes or 

funds are greatly appreciated.   
Leave juice boxes in the Backpack 

bin located in the Narthex. 
Financial donations can be 

dropped off in the church office.  

 

Please join us for an afternoon of fun and fellowship as we 
gather to thank God for another bountiful harvest. There is 
a sign-up sheet in the narthex if you would like to bake a 
cake to contribute to the cake auction.  Cake holders are 
available in the church office. Please contact Linda DeLauder 
at 301-293-3202 for more details. 

2:30 PM Hayride (departs from GCOB) 
3:00 PM Service of Thanksgiving 

Cake Auction  
American & Cambodian Food 

Scarecrow Making; Games 

Sunday, October 14 @ 2:30 PM 
Growing Project Farm  11720 Wolfsville Road,  

Myersville, MD 

Blood Drive 
 

Thank you for another  
successful blood drive.  

We collected 23 units —
enough to save 69 lives! 

GREAT JOB!! 

WHO ME? 
by Terry Foor 

 

The tide comes in, 
the tide goes out. 
The sun comes up, 
the sun goes down. 
And I have nothing  

to do with it. 
  

Trees grow up, 
trees fall down. 

Fish swim in water, 
birds fly through the air. 

And I have nothing  
to do with it. 

Or do I? 



Plan Your Calendar   

Middletown Lions Club Breakfast 
Saturday, October 20, 2018 

7:30am  --  11am 
Middletown Fire Company Activities Bldg 

401 Firehouse Way 
Pancakes, French toast Eggs, Sausage, Biscuits, Fruit.  

Sausage & Chipped Beef Gravy 
Adults: $8; Seniors: $7; Children:  6-11 years: $4.00, 

5 & Under: Free 

 
 

Homewood Monthly Luncheon 

Friday, October 19 @ 12:00pm 
7407 Willow Road, Frederick 

Please RSVP to Diana Corl at 
dwcorl39@comcast.net by Sept. 19th. 

Guys Night Out 
Braddock Inn 

 

Oct. 24 @ 6:30pm 
We’ll enjoy some good food and fellowship.  If 

you plan to attend please email Debbie at 
debbielbruns@comcast.net  

Ladies Only "Chill Night” 

Oct. 20 @ 6:00pm 
Chef Lin Buffet 

417 S. Jefferson Street, Frederick 
Come and enjoy fellowship and food. Please 

add your name to the signup sheet in the 
Narthex by October 18th. 

Book Club 
The Book Club will meet at 
the Main Cup at 11:30am 
on October 24 to 
discuss: The Woman in 
Cabin 10 by Ruth Ware. 

Basket Classes 
Our October class basket is called Forever 
Mail.  It has a wood base and bushel 
handles.  The design is a twill design.  We 
will have a choice of colors for you to 
choose from.  The classes will be held in 
the Parish House on Tuesday, October 16th 

at 6:30pm and October 23rd at 12:30pm.  We welcome 
newcomers, please contact Diana Corl at 301-371-7737, or Gail 
Johnson at 240-457-0102, with any questions.  Cost for the 
basket is $20.00.  Sign-up in the Narthex, please.   

Parish Life Breakfast  
Parish Life will be sponsoring a breakfast on October 14th from 
8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.  Menu will include:  chipped beef, 
biscuits, hashbrowns, scrambled eggs, fruit, juice, milk, coffee 
and tea.  Please add your name to the sign-up sheet in the 
Narthex if you plan to attend.  There is no fee for the breakfast, 
but any donations will help offset the cost of the meal.   

 

9:15am Sunday School 

 10:30am Combined Worship Service 
(Rev. Suzanne Morris, Guest Pastor) 

Catered lunch to follow 

Mark’s 30th  

Anniversary 
Celebration 

 

November 11th 
 

CEMETERY WORK DAY 
October 13th 

8:00am Start Time 



Children’s Center News 

Notes from Kathleen 

Laughter is the BEST medicine: 

A Sunday School teacher said to her children, “We have been learning how 
powerful kings and queens were in Bible times. But, there is a Higher Power. 

Can anybody tell me what it is?” One child blurted out, “Aces!” 

A Sunday school teacher decided to have her young class memorize one of the 
most quoted passages in the Bible, Psalm 23. She gave the youngsters a month 
to learn the chapter. Little Rick was excited about the task-but he just could not 

remember the psalm. After much practice, he could barely get past the first line. 

On the day that the kids were scheduled to recite Psalm 23 in front of the 
congregation, Ricky was so nervous. When it was his turn, he stepped up to the 
microphone and said proudly, “The Lord is my Shepherd and that’s all I need to 

know.”   

Little Johnny and his family were having Sunday dinner at his Grandmother’s 
house. Everyone was seated around the table as the food was being served. 
When Little Johnny got his plate, he started eating right away.  “Johnny! Please 
wait until we say our prayer” said his mother. “I don’t need to.” the boy replied. 
“Of course you do.” his mother insisted. “We always say a prayer before eating 
at our house.” “That’s at our house.” Johnny explained.  “But this is Grandma’s 

house and she knows how to cook!” 

It Happened… “I’ll have to see your license before cashing you check,” the bank 
teller told the woman at the drive-in window. Without hesitation, the woman 
nodded and drove off… leaving the uncashed check at the window. Seconds 

later, she pulled up to the window again and asked for her 
money. The somewhat startled teller repeated that she 
would have to see her license, “Well for Pete’s sake!” the 
woman exploded. “If you didn’t look at it the first time I 

pulled away, I’m not going to show it to you again!” 

 
 

October 28th—Costume Day (Halloween) 
November 25th—Turkey wear Day  

December 23rd---Elf Wear Day 

When Christ Church Children’s Center first opened its doors in August of 1998, it was a before and after 
school care program created in response to a community need for affordable quality childcare.  In the past 
20 years, the Center has expanded to include full day care and educational programs for infants through 
pre-kindergarten 4-year old children. The Center is in operation Monday through Friday from 6:30 am to 
6:00 pm. The Center currently provides care for 105 children from 75 families.  

As you know, the Center is housed in the main church building and there are many folks coming and going 
throughout the week. This church family is blessed with many members who share their talents to care for 
this wonderful facility and contribute to the ongoing success of many programs and projects. With the 
many recent projects around the church, the Property Board has been exemplary about notifying the Center staff and as a 
result has prompted the staff and board to review the Center’s security procedures. Recently there have been several times 
that staff members have been surprised by unidentified sounds or unexpected persons in the sanctuary and other areas of 
the church. 

Please understand that the safety and security of the children at the Center is always the Center staff’s highest priority. The 
Center Board respectfully requests that ALL visitors to the church building who are not a Center staff member please check 
in with the center staff in the following ways: 

1) Contact the Center staff prior to your visit to let them know you are coming. Call the center at (301) 371-0360 or email 
them at cccc.middletown@gmail.com. Doing this will allow the Directors time to notify appropriate staff and/or make any 
necessary changes. 

2) In the spring of 2017, the Center installed a security system (to the relief of many parents). When arriving at the church 
building, please check in with the Director or Assistant Director through the security system by utilizing the call button 
located to the right of the glass door leading to the coffee hour/chapel space. This procedure is similar to policies at 
public schools.  

The Congregation and Center staff have enjoyed 20 years of working together to care for this shared space. The Center 
board thanks all of you in advance for adhering to these simple policy requests to ensure the safety of the children at the 
Center and the security of the Church building.  

RAVEN’S & CHILI COOK-OFF/Pot Luck  
October 14, 2018 from 4pm-7:30pm    

Where? The social Hall, bring a friend 
If you do not want to participate in the chili cook-off, just be-

ing a dish to share and relax and enjoy the game.  
 

 
 
 
 

Summers Farm in Frederick 
October 27th 4:30pm—8pm 

Corn mazes, pumpkin patch, hayrides etc. Join the fun!  
$14 per person, under 2 is free---children 6 and under need a 

parent to attend please. Sign up in narthex. 

mailto:cccc.middletown@gmail.com


Around the Congregation 

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS 
October 7 Melissa Estes 

October 14 Wendy Campbell 

October 21 Angie Stillisano 

October 28 Pat Wiles 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
October 7 Tracy & Dan Brown 

October 14 Gertie & Tom Mende 

October 21 Wendy & Mike Campbell 

October 28 N/A 

LAYREADERS 
October 7 Laura Fontaine 

October 14 Wendy Campbell 

October 21 Gail Johnson 

October 28 Paul FInk 

ACOLYTES 
October 7 Kai Austin 

October 14 Sydney Ohler 

October 21 Clark Zecher 

October 28 Isabella Robey 

USHERS 
October 7 Team 2 

October 14 Team 3 

October 21 Team 4 

October 28 Team 5 

SOUND TECHNICIANS 
October 7 Nick Fink 

October 14 Chris Johnson 

October 21 Tony Verdi 

October 28 Nicole Fontaine 

Psalmist 
October 7 Clark Zecher 

October 14 Davis Phillips 

October 21 Scott Fogle 

October 28 Nate Miller 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
October 7 Bonnie Keller 

October 14 Jean Frock 

October 21 Mike Locke 

October 28 Anita & Ed Link 

CHILDREN’S STORY 
October 7 Lorena Zecher 

October 14 Bill Steigelmann 

October 21 Joe Kroener 

October 28 Ed & Nicole Fontaine 

2018 Operating Finances Year-to-Date – AUGUST 31, 2018 

  
Budgeted 
Income 

Actual 
Income 

Budgeted 
Expenses 

Actual 
Expenses Variant 

Operating $197,185.36 $266,687.58 $247,067.78 $255,616.32 $11,071.26 

Children’s Center $455,033.36 $493,221.80 $423,058.80 $430,679.67 $62,542.13 

Global $652,218.72 $759,909.38 $670,126.58 $686,295.99 $73,613.39 

 Baptisms 
Morgan Bruns, daughter of Debbie, was 

baptized on September 16, 2018. 
 

Scott Fogle, son of Meagan and Adam, was 
baptized on September 16, 2018. 

 

Memorial 
Scott Mekkelson died on August 30, 2018.   

A service celebrating his life was held on  
September 8, 2018. 

 

Birth Announcement 
Leroy Joseph Coy Mills was born on 

September 17, 2018. 
Congratulations to Sarah Foster & Rick Mills. 

Enjoy Gods 

beautiful works 

of art this fall. 

~Called to Care 



Christ Reformed 
United Church of Christ 

Rev. Mark Wakefield, Pastor 
 

Contemporary Worship  8:15 a.m. 
Sunday School for All Ages 9:15 a.m. 

Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Coffee Hour following 10:30 Worship 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday: 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

301-371-6610 
Fax: 301-371-6912 

 
Non Profit Organization 

U.S.  Postage Paid 
PERMIT 2202 

Frederick, Maryland  21701 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Christ Church Children’s Center 
Childcare 

Ms. Missy Payne, Director 
Mrs. Jesi Bell-Godfrey, Assistant Direc-

tor 
6 Weeks—12 Years 

Mon-Fri    6:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
301-371-0360 

www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net 

 

12 South Church Street 
P.O. Box 333 
Middletown , Maryland  21769 

christreformeducc@comcast.net 
www.christreformeducc.org 

Reaching out to help people to know  
God through Jesus Christ.  

Equipping people to love God through  
the community of faith.  

Sending people to serve God  
throughout the world. 

Christ Church Children’s Center 
Childcare 

Mrs. Missy Payne, Director 
Mrs. Jesi Bell-Godfrey, Asst. Director 

6 Weeks—12 Years 
Mon-Fri    6:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

301-371-0360 
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net 

 

Chicken and beverages will be 

provided.  Please bring a side dish 

or dessert to share.  Add your 

name to the sign up sheet located 

in the Narthex. 

Sunday, October 28th 
8:15am & 10:30am Worship Services 
9:30am Betsy Estilow, Guest Speaker 

10:15am Congregational Photo (Wear Your Sunday Best!) 
11:30am Covered Dish Lunch 


