
No matter where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here. Because Jesus has taught 
us to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and to love our 

neighbors as ourselves we declare Christ Reformed UCC to be an Open and Affirming 
church. We invite people of every race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity 
and expression, age, marital status, economic circumstance, and physical and mental ability 

into the worship, rites & sacraments, fellowship, and leadership of our church. 
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Watching the Red Sox clinch the World Series last night was a joy. 
Sports brings an inordinate amount of pleasure to me and lots of other fans.  
Watching the Sox win was also a bit of a surprise even after a 108-win 
season.  As I’ve said repeatedly “For Red Sox fans there is always a dark 
cloud behind every silver lining.”  Chastened by our 86-year-long journey of 
futility before the 2004 Series victory, we learned to expect things to go 
wrong; the ball through the legs, the home-run by a light hitting opponent.  
Like Cubs’ fans we have been trained to set our expectations low.  When 
things turn out better than anticipated we are delightfully surprised.   

The reality is, however, the Sox have now won four of the last fifteen 
World Series.  They have the second highest payroll in baseball.  Their fans 
are occasionally insufferable. (I plead guilty.)  They have become, gulp, the 
Yankees.   

That’s why it was gratifying to read the story this week about the 
contract negotiations the club had with their first-year manager Alex Cora.  
Sports figures get paid unconscionably huge amounts of money and Cora’s 
salary of $800,000 dwarfs 99% of the population’s.  Remarkably that salary 
still put him in the low rent district of baseball managers.  Yet when he 
negotiated with the owners this past year he didn’t demand more money. 
His agent didn’t use scare tactics to ensure his client receive compensation 
worthy of leading this premier franchise.   

Cora, a native of Caguas, Puerto Rico, asked that as a part of his 
compensation the Red Sox send a plane loaded with relief supplies to help 
with the rebuilding after last year’s hurricanes Irma and Maria.  Cora said of 
the contract negotiations: “And I didn't talk about money. I didn't talk about 
incentives. I didn't talk about housing or cars and all that — all I wanted 
was a plane full of supplies for my hometown."  The Sox sent a plane and 
Cora said, “We went down there and we helped 300 families in my 
hometown.  And I told them, 'People are going to say 'thank you,' very 
genuine, and they did. It was a life-changing experience for a lot of people 
in this organization." 

This is the season of Thanksgiving and Cora’s story is a great one with 
which to start the month. How will our thanksgiving manifest itself?  The 
Stewardship Committee’s invitation to step up in faith in support of our 

(Continued on page 2) 

Markings 

Congregational Budget Meeting on Sunday, November 4th 
Our constitution calls for a meeting of  the congregation on the first Sunday of  November to 
adopt a budget for the next year.  You are encouraged to attend that meeting which will take 

place in the Chapel at 9:15 am on Sunday, November 4th. 

Don’t forget…. 
Daylight Savings Time ends. 

 

Set your clocks back one hour 
on November 4th at 2:00AM. 



Community Thanksgiving Service 

Each year the congregations of Middletown gather for 
a joint worship service on the Sunday before 
Thanksgiving.  It is a great opportunity to worship with 
people who may be our next-door neighbors.  This year’s 
service will take place on November 18th at 7:00pm at 
Middletown United Methodist Church.  Please make plans 
to join in this special event. 

Remembering. . . 

The Sunday before we begin Advent and turn our 
attention to preparations for Christmas is traditionally 
called Christ the King Sunday.  The readings for the day 
remind us of God’s ultimate victory over anything that 
would seek to thwart God’s desires, including death.  As 
we remember those who have gone before us into God’s 
realm that is beyond our vision, we pause to remember 
them and the place they still occupy in our hearts and 
minds.  On November 25th, we will recall the names of 
those members and friends of our church who died in the 
past year.  We invite you to bring a picture of someone 
you will remember that day.  Their death may have 
happened recently or a long time ago.  We will place the 
pictures on a table at the front of the worship space as a 
reminder of our confidence in God’s dominion over both 
life and death. 

Mission India 

Kathleen is doing a 4 weeks study with the children in 
Children’s Church and Sunday School on the scripture of 
Matthew 28:19 "Therefore, go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit." India has the 2nd largest 
population in the world and many have not heard the 
gospel.  So, the CRUCC children and youth took the 
Experience India initiative and raised $120, enough 
money to send 5 children to Bible Club for a year. Thank 
you to all our children and youth that made this 
possible!! For more information, watch the Experience 
India promotional video at  www.missionindia.org. 

Homewood at Frederick Auxiliary News 

The Homewood at Frederick Auxiliary 2019 
Membership drive is underway!  Through membership 
contributions and a variety of fundraising events, the 
Auxiliary supports many activities for the residents of 
HealthCare and Assisted Living facilities.  Their latest 
contribution is $5,000.00 in support of the Snozelen 
Room in Willows, the dementia care unit.  Membership is 
just $3.00 per person.  Bunny Cramer and Diana Corl will 
be happy to receive your new or renewed membership. 
The Auxiliary has partnered with Mt. Olivet Cemetery in 
Frederick to participate in the Wreathes Across America 
project.  In December we will be decorating the graves 
of World War I veterans with live (made in Maine) 
wreaths in remembrance of the 100th Anniversary of the 
end of World War I.  Cost of a wreath is $15. Checks to 
WAA or cash can be given to Diana Corl.  See the poster 
on the bulletin board for more information. 

Gift Cards Church Fundraiser  

Christ Reformed earns 2-16% rebate on gift cards 
purchased through the Scrip program.  Please use the 
enclosed form to order all your holiday gift cards.  If you 
don’t see the card(s) you would like to order, check with 
Gail Johnson, there are more options available. You can 
easily set up an account online. You can order cards from 
home or office, reload cards, or purchase on  Sundays 
following worship.  Please see Gail to purchase. 

Fall Sunday Morning Bible Study 

Bill Steigelmann will lead a three week series entitled 
“History of the Torah” on November 11th, 18th and 25th. 
Please feel free to join the class at any point. Preparation 
for the class is not necessary! 

Book Club 

The Book Club’s last gathering of 2018 will be 
on Wednesday, November 28th at 11:30am at the 
Main Cup.  We’ll be discussing “The Baker’s Secret: A 
Novel” by Stephen P. Kiernan. 

Markings (continued) 

Notes 

church’s outreach is one way.  The challenge to invite a neighbor or friend, someone who may 
have never felt welcome in church, to join you in worship is another way.  Supporting one of the 
appeals from the Religious Coalition for Emergency Human Needs, Middletown Valley People 
Helping People, Heartly House or other service organization is yet another.  A Weekend Backpack 
Food Program donation is one more way. 

Each act of generosity, whenever it happens and to whomever it is directed, begins in the same 
place; gratitude. For our good fortune.  For health.  For faith.  For family and friends.  For CRUCC.  
For talents and passions.  For times of work and times of play.  And, for some of us, for Alex Cora.  And Mookie 
Betts.  And. . . 



2018 Operating Finances Year-to-Date – SEPTEMBER 30, 2018 

  
Budgeted 
Income 

Actual 
Income 

Budgeted 
Expenses 

Actual 
Expenses Variant 

Operating $221,833.53 $292,106.76 $296,803.19 $298,354.13 -$6,247.37 

Children’s Center $511,912.53 $550,053.63 $475,903.65 $484,208.97 $65,844.66 

Global $733,746.06 $842,160.39 $772,706.84 $782,563.10 $59,597.29 

Heritage Day 

Stewardship  

Operating Finances 

When asked to describe this church, many of you have said that we are a generous people, giving freely of time 
and energy for God’s work in and outside of our walls. 
As part of this year’s stewardship campaign, Take a Step UP, you are boldly presented the challenge to increase 
your 2019 pledge of support by at least one per cent over last year.  To demonstrate their commitment to this 
challenge, the Consistory and Stewardship Committee have agreed to support this goal. At the presentation of 
the budget on Sunday, November 4, the total amount pledges by these church leaders will be announced. 
Verbal explanations of campaign were offered on Sunday, October 28 and will be offered also on November 4. 
On Monday, November 5, pledge of support cards and explanatory letters will be mailed to all members and 
friends of the church. You are invited to bring the cards with you to worship on Sunday, Nov 18, for a time of 
dedication during both services. 
As you consider how your generous gifts of time and skills have grown and been used by God this year, now 
you also have the chance to grow in your generosity in giving. In this regard, I am reminded of an insight from 
an 19th century missionary: 
     Expect Great Things FROM God 
     Attempt Great Things FOR God 
Take a Step UP offers the opportunity to attempt a great thing for God’s work, through us, next year. 
David Grieger 
Stewardship Chairperson 

Thanks to everyone who helped out and made this 
year’s Heritage Day a success for the church. This was 
the first year that activities were held on Green 
Street.  We sold nearly 100 apple dumplings in our 
booth and got some good ideas for how we can improve 
our presence there.  We were blessed with wonderful 
weather and a host of willing volunteers. It was great to 
see so many folks pitching in, either in the kitchen, at the bake table, 
staffing the moonbounce, and helping cleanup at the end.  A special 
thanks to Keith Zecher, Carrollee Zecher, Judy Brandenburg, Gail 
Johnson, and Todd Thomas, who worked behind the scenes shopping 
and preparing the food for our breakfast and lunch offerings. As a result 
of all the hard work, we raised $2,900. 



Community Outreach  

 

 

JAMES GANG PIZZERIA  
FUNDRAISER 

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH 
(This Month’s Date:  November 18th) 

Enjoy lunch or dinner (or 
both!) at James Gang 

and 15% of all sales will 
be donated to the 

church’s General Fund. 

Save  
the Date! 

Sunday 
December 2 

Sign-up to serve 
or provide a dessert! 

Blood Drive 
 

Saturday, December 1 
8:00am—1:30pm 

Chapel 
Please give the Gift of Life!   

You are eligible to give every 56 days. 

 

Field of Hope Growing Project 

Monday, November 19th 

4-10PM 

10% Donation Night 
 Support this cause by presenting the flyer 

available in the Narthex to the Texas Roadhouse 
located at 120 S. Edgewood Drive in 

Hagerstown.  10% of your total food purchases 
will be donated to the Field of Hope Growing 

Project. 

The cycle of life challenges us all to 
keep thriving no matter the cost, but with 
age, many older adults face monumental 
circumstances that can make life 
complicated. Consider the loss of a 
spouse or a child, perhaps failing health, 
vision, hearing or mobility issues. 
 

Gradually, little things such as a ride to 
the doctor's office, weekly grocery 

shopping, or simple household tasks can become burdensome 
to older adults and their loved ones. This is why Partners In 
Care exists. We are a volunteer-based organization that 
empowers older adults to remain independent in their own 
homes.  
 

Through the compassion of partners and a unique culture of 
service exchange, volunteers provide neighborly services to 
older adults in need of support, who in return give back with 
whatever gifts or skills they may have. Partners In Care does 
not consider anyone's financial status in order to receive our 
help. During the fiscal year 2017, Frederick volunteers: 
 

• Drove 27,041 miles, 
• Donated 3,291 hours, 
• Completed 2,187 tasks or rides. 

 

Please help us to assist more of the elderly population 
throughout Frederick County. Even a few hours of your time 
can be invaluable. Please reach out to us through our website 
at partnersincare.org or by phone at 301-682-7433. Thank you!  



Plan Your Calendar   

 
 

Homewood Monthly Luncheon 

Friday, November 16 @ 12:00pm 
7407 Willow Road, Frederick 

Please RSVP to Diana Corl at 
dwcorl39@comcast.net by Sept. 19th. 

 

Wednesday Mornings @ 
7:00AM 

Mountain View Diner  

with Pastor Mark 

Guys Night Out 
Valley Grill 

 

Nov. 14th @ 6:30pm 
We’ll enjoy some good food and fellowship.  If 

you plan to attend please email Debbie at 
debbielbruns@comcast.net  

Ladies Only "Chill Night” 

Main Cup 
Friday, Nov. 16th @ 6pm 

Come and enjoy fellowship and food. Please 
add your name to the signup sheet in the 

Narthex by November 14th. 
Basket Classes 
This month we will be making a basket 
called “A Touch of Christmas.”  Although 
the picture shows other colors, we will be 
using Christmas red and green.  This is a 
Williamsburg basket that is very popular, 
and can be used in so many ways.  The 
cost for the basket will be $18.  All are 
welcome.  Please sign up in the Narthex.  NOTE:  Due to the Thanksgiving 
holiday, both classes will be held on November 13th, evening at 6:30, 
and day class at 12:30. 

 

9:15am Sunday School 

10:30am Combined Worship Service 
(Rev. Suzanne Morris, Guest Preacher) 

Catered lunch to follow 

Mark’s 30th 

Anniversary Celebration 

 

November 11th 
 

 

Christmas Craft  
Workshop 
December 2 

1:30pm—4:00pm 
Display & sign up sheets coming soon! 

Craft Night 
Our next craft night will be on Friday, 
November 16th at 6:00pm in the 
Social Room.  Any and all crafters are 
welcome: scrapbookers, card 
makers, needlecrafts, etc.  Please 
RSVP to Beth Scott at 301.788.3524 
or BethOScott@aol.com. 



Children’s Center News 

Notes from Kathleen 

Laughter is the BEST medicine: 

Kids say the darnedest: 

A Mother was preparing pancakes for her sons, Kevin 5, and Ryan 3. The boys 

began to argue over who would get the first pancake. Their mother saw this as 

the opportunity for a moral lesson. “If Jesus were sitting here, He would say, 

“Let my brother have the first pancake, I can wait.” Kevin turned to his younger 

brother and said, “Ryan, you be Jesus!” 

A little boy got lost in the YMCA and found himself in the women’s locker room. 

When he was spotted, the room burst into shrieks, with ladies grabbing towels 

and running for cover. The little boy watched in amazement and then asked, 

“What’s the matter, haven’t you ever seen a little boy before?” 

Actual Church Bulletin bloopers: 

The Fasting and Prayer conference includes meals. 

Don’t let worry kill you off-the church can help. 

The Peacemaking meeting scheduled for tonight 

has been cancelled due to a conflict. 

Pot luck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM-prayer and 

medication to follow. 

 
 

Terrace Lanes Bowling 
November 18 

Leave lot at 1:15pm, return by 4pm. 
Cost is $15 per person 

November 30 @6pm 
The Nutcracker at Middletown H.S.  

Come out and support our youth performers, 
Autumn, Jessica, Stella and Mary Jane. 

 
Upcoming  December Events: 

Saturday, December 14th 
Church Sleepover 
more details to come 

 
 

Sunday, December 16th at 2pm 
“FROSTY THE SNOWMAN” 

Other Voices Theater in Frederick 

Tickets  $12 per person    
more details to follow 

The CCCC Superhero float was 
awarded 2nd Place in the Middletown 
Heritage Day parade! 

 
 
 
 

November 18th Turkey wear Day 
 

December 23rd Elf Wear Day 



 

Around the Congregation 

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS 
November 4 Mary Johnson 

November 11 Ryan Murphy 

November 18 Barbara Ohler 

November 25 Melissa Estes 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
November 4 CCCC Board 

November 11 Debbie & Mike Locke 

November 18 Stewardship Committee 

November 25 Crystal & Paul Fink 

LAYREADERS 
November 4 Nancy vomLehn 

November 11 Judy Brandenburg 

November 18 Bunny Cramer 

November 25 Dick Burd 

ACOLYTES 
November 4 Morgan Bruns 

November 11 Davis Phillips 

November 18 Logan McCartney 

November 25 Joanna Miller 

USHERS 
November 4 Team 6 

November 11 Team 1 

November 18 Team 2 

November 25 Team 3 

SOUND TECHNICIANS 
November 4 Nick Fink 

November 11 Chris Johnson 

November 18 Tony Verdi 

November 25 Nicole Fontaine 

Psalmist 
November 4 Nate Miller 

November 11 N/A 

November 18 N/A 

November 25 Maryjane Line 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
November 4 Jean Frock 

November 11 Diana Corl 

November 18 TBD 

November 25 Sue Wickless 

CHILDREN’S STORY 
November 4 Gregg & Sarah Petermann 

November 11 Kathleen Rogers 

November 18 Wendy Campbell 

November 25 Tracy Brown 

 

SEPTEMBER 2018 
 8:15 am 10:30 am 
September 2 53 96 
September 9 61 88 
September 16 62 87 
September 23 48 96 
September 30 56 106 
 

September Average— 151   2018 Average— 159 

 
OCTOBER 2018 

 8:15 am 10:30 am 
October 7 47 100 
October 14 41 65 
October 21 52 68 
October 28 46 116 
 

October Average— 134  2018 Average— 156 

PART TIME CUSTODIAN 
NEEDED 

7 Hours Per Week  
Contact Mike Locke at 
mdlocke@comcast.net 
or 301-606-8524 for 
more details. 

 Weddings 
Terry Sparks & Madelyn Cross  
were wed on October 13, 2018. 

 

Memorial 
Lee Warren died on October 18, 2018.   
A service celebrating his life was held on  

October 27, 2018. 



Christ Reformed 
United Church of Christ 

Rev. Mark Wakefield, Pastor 
 

Contemporary Worship  8:15 a.m. 
Sunday School for All Ages 9:15 a.m. 

Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Coffee Hour following 10:30 Worship 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday: 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

301-371-6610 
Fax: 301-371-6912 

 
Non Profit Organization 

U.S.  Postage Paid 
PERMIT 2202 

Frederick, Maryland  21701 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Christ Church Children’s Center 
Childcare 

Ms. Missy Payne, Director 
Mrs. Jesi Bell-Godfrey, Assistant Direc-

tor 
6 Weeks—12 Years 

Mon-Fri    6:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
301-371-0360 

www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net 

 

12 South Church Street 
P.O. Box 333 
Middletown , Maryland  21769 

christreformeducc@comcast.net 
www.christreformeducc.org 

Reaching out to help people to know  
God through Jesus Christ.  

Equipping people to love God through  
the community of faith.  

Sending people to serve God  
throughout the world. 

Christ Church Children’s Center 
Childcare 

Mrs. Missy Payne, Director 
Mrs. Jesi Bell-Godfrey, Asst. Director 

6 Weeks—12 Years 
Mon-Fri    6:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

301-371-0360 
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net 

 

The Stewardship Committee will host a 
special Coffee Hour immediately 
following the 10:30am service. 

 

Come celebrate the surprising gifts of God and the generous response of God’s people as we  
dedicate our expressions of support for the work of God through our church.  


