No matter where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here. Because Jesus has taught
us to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and to love our
neighbors as ourselves we declare Christ Reformed UCC to be an Open and Affirming
church. We invite people of every race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity
and expression, age, marital status, economic circumstance, and physical and mental ability
into the worship, rites & sacraments, fellowship, and leadership of our church.
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Easter is late this year. The odd calculation that determines its date puts it
on April 21st, just four days prior to the latest day on which it can fall.
Typically when I am writing for the February newsletter I have Easter in mind
or, more precisely, the preparation for Easter.
Lent, that season of
preparation that begins with Ash Wednesday, will not begin until March.
There’s no rush this year. Identifying the programs and groups and activities
we’ll offer to help you focus in those 40 days before Easter can wait until a
later publication.
So what to do we do in the meantime? What to do in the midst of this
season of “cold, pale light only winter's Sun could give?” Perhaps we take a
clue from the trees and the plants and do. . . nothing.
The late poet Mary Oliver seems to have that in mind in her piece “Snowy
Night” which includes the lines:
Snow was falling,
so much like stars
filling the dark trees
that one could easily imagine
its reason for being was nothing more
than prettiness.
Maybe the snow and cold can teach us once again the lesson that our
reason for being is not what we make, what we do, but simply who we are.
Perhaps on an early February night God looks out the heavenly bay window
and says with wonder, “My, look what I’ve made” instead of “When are they
ever going to get it right?” Such imagining of a divine inner conversation
doesn’t diminish the necessity of us working to “get it right.” But our passion
for productivity can issue in a spirit of melancholy that blinds us to the
presence of light in even the darkest night.
When Wanda and Jim Hartley and Mary and I stood shivering out on our
patio at midnight a few weeks ago watching the lunar eclipse through our new
telescope, the moon was only a small piece of the celestial show. As we
watched the moon fade to a rusty color the more spectacular sight was the
dots of starlight splattered against the sky. The cold clear air coupled with the
diminishing moonlight presented the perfect opportunity to see what was there
all along, only usually hidden by atmospheric realities. I’m not sure how often
the chance to see such sights will cause me to don multiple layers of clothing
and abandon my typical bedtime, but I’m still grateful for that one night.
I often hope these newsletter columns will produce something- an
awareness, a realization, a change in perspective, a re-commitment. But I’m
okay if this one is non-productive and causes one to do nothing more than take
a look at the sky. One could easily imagine its reason for being was nothing

more than prettiness.

Notes
Officer Installation
Each year we recognize and install the new members
of our Consistory, Boards and Committees. Please join
us on Sunday, February 3rd as we affirm their
contributions.

Layreaders
Each Sunday members of the congregation help the
congregation in worship by reading scripture and by
leading prayers and other elements of the service. If
you would like to serve as a layreader, please speak to
Mark. No experience is necessary; just a willing heart!

Combined Service - March 3rd
Maryland or WVU? Duke or UNC? Michigan or Ohio
State?
Indiana or Kentucky?
Florida or Florida
State? We all have our rooting interests and in March it
comes to a head when 68 teams battle for basketball
supremacy in the NCAA tournament. It’s known as
March Madness.
Psalms 100:2 instructs us to, “Serve the Lord with
gladness; Come before God’s presence with singing.”
However, to look at many Christians you would think
that verse reads “serve the Lord with sadness.” Before
we move into the serious season of Lent we invite you
to the CRUCC version of March Madness. On March
3rd we invite you to wear your favorite team apparel to
our joint worship service at 10:00. Sunday School will
start at its usual 9:15 time, but end at 9:50. The
Discipleship and Parish Life Boards are preparing for a
meal and some fun and games after worship. Chicken
and drinks will be provided. You are asked to bring a
side dish to share. Please add your name to the sign up
sheet on the main hallway bulletin board or phone the
church office. Invite your friends as we celebrate the
ties that bind us as God’s family (and the sports rivalries
that are so much fun!)

FREE Income Tax Assistance
Certified AARP tax counselors will again be providing
free income tax assistance this year from February 4 to
April 12, 2019, from 9 am to 4 pm. Need to bring 2017
Tax Return and all 2018 tax documents, W-2, Forms
1099’s, broker statements, social security cards, health
insurance information, and picture ID. This year tax
return preparation for the Middletown area will be held
on Tuesdays at Holy Family Catholic Church at 7321
Burkittsville Road, Middletown. Call 301-371-3264 to
make an appointment.

Altar Flowers for 2019
We still have lots of dates available for Altar Flowers
if you would like to honor, remember, or celebrate a
special person or occasion. Please add your name next

to the date on the form provided on
the Narthex bulletin board. Our altar
arrangements will be designed by C.M.
Bloomers Florist in Brunswick. The
cost for placing flowers on the altar
has increased by just $4 to $51.00.
Special requests will be available at an
additional cost. A member of the Altar Guild will contact
you near that time with complete details.

Ash Wednesday
The season of Lent, the 40 weekdays between Ash
Wednesday and Easter, is a time given to spiritual
reflection and exploration. In the early centuries of the
church the observance was only a few days longs, but
after the Council of Nicaea in 325 it was extended to
forty days. That number mirrored the fasts of Moses,
Elijah and Jesus. Observance was very strict. Only one
meal a day was eaten. Meat, fish and eggs were
forbidden. In modern times the emphasis on fasting
has been reduced, but Lent is still a season given to
greater prayer, contemplation and service.
We’ll
observe the beginning of Lent with a worship service on
Ash Wednesday, March 6th at 7:00 p.m. in the
sanctuary.

Ushers
We are seeking volunteers to serve as ushers at the
10:30am service. Keith and Lorena are preparing the
new schedule, which begins in April, and would love to
hear from you. If you are interested, please contact
Keith or call the church office.

This is February the month of LOVE, shouldn’t
we show/share Love every day?
Kathleen is sharing this poem :
My Valentine Wish, by Kay Hoffman
“I’d like to hang a Valentine,
Upon the world’s front door.
With hearts of love and peace entwined,
To last for evermore.
With love to guide our daily path,
There’d be no one in need;
God’s blessings would be shared by all,
Of every race and creed.
Peace would come to all the world
As nations great and small
Would put aside their selfish aims”
To work for the good of all.
If I could have my wish today,
I’d wish for nothing more
Than to hang a great big valentine
Upon our world’s front door.”

2018 Annual Community Outreach

Discipleship Board Direct Giving
− $3,000 to the Religious Coalition
− $500 to Hoffman Homes
− $250 to Middletown Valley People Helping People
− $250 to Middletown Food Bank
− $1,000 to Catoctin Association Garden of Hope
Religious Coalition
− $316 collected during our Christmas Eve Family Service
Fish Fund and Other Friends In Need
− $3741 collected
− $500 donated to Patty Pollatos Fund
Houston Mission Trip Silent Auction
− Over $475 was collected
Community Living
− Over 262 items, plus $295 worth of gift cards were collected
Middletown Valley Food Pantry Collection
− Over 495 food pantry items collected
Middletown Valley People Helping People
− Gift cards, backpacks and supplies collected for Back to School
− Over $1,100 in gift cards collected for “Adopt a Family” at Christmastime
American Red Cross
− 80 units of blood were collected, enough to save 240 lives
Frederick County Soup Kitchen
− Six meals provided and served throughout the year
Church World Services
− Five Health Kits and 59 Clean up buckets were collected
Saturday of Service
− $200 was collected
Middletown Valley Weekend Food Program
− Over 20 cases and 5 bags of food items collected
− $350 collected for child sponsorships
Heartly House
− Toiletry and health care items were collected
Growing Project
− $2,337 was donated
UCC Special Offerings
− $1,045 for One Great Hour
− $1,035 for the Christmas Fund
− $310 for Homewood Mother’s Day Offering
− $705 for Neighbors In Need Fund
− $281 for Strengthen the Church

Community Outreach (cont.)

White Gift Service
Over 262 items including $295 worth of
gift cards were collected.

$1,084 in Sales
Thanks to everyone that shopped
and purchased items.

Thank you to everyone who supported the Growing Project in 2018. We raised a
total of $24,155 through the sale of acres and other fundraising projects. We are
grateful to everyone who donated money toward acres, purchased subs, made
and bought cakes, attended events, and did other things to make the year such a
success. Your support is greatly appreciated!

~Linda, Bill, Cynthia and Carrollee for the Growing Project Committee

Thank You Notes
Thank you to all of you that contributed to Emily’s fundraiser,
working towards a handicap accessible van, for both your in
person support as well as to those that were not able to
attend the fundraiser yet were very generous in donating both
online and by mail. It is very hard to express how thankful
we are for the many blessings that we have received and how
thankful we are for our church family!

~Love, Jenny, Donny, Maryjane, and Emily

Thank you for the poinsettia given to me from the
church. It was appreciated. Happy New Year.

~Leah McMillan

Thanks to everyone who helped me through my
recent shoulder surgery with your prayers, calls,
visits and meal donations. Our church family has
become such a blessing to me. ~Mary Lou Dent

Notes from Kathleen
Laughter is the BEST medicine/Kids say the darnedest things
If my life was a credit report and I was trying to obtain salvation, based on my
score I would not get it. My history shows that I have been delinquent in
praise and past due in prayer, my worship has been in collections and I have
missed a few payments (tithes). Not to mention that my debt (sin) to income
(blessing to ratio) is too high. BUT I thank God that I was able to file
bankruptcy (repentance) and it cleared me of all of my debt (sin). Now I have
a co-signer (Jesus) whose score is FLAWLESS… not one blemish (sin) on
His report. So now… I qualify for EVERYTHING! Most importantly I’ve
inherited eternal life and I didn’t have to put one penny down. All
of my closing cost were covered when Jesus laid down His life
for me!!! I hear that my future home has all of the upgrades too.
Hardwood floors? PLEASE!!! I‘ll be walking on gold! Thank you
Lord for your unmerited mercy, grace and favor!!

Sunday, February 10th

ARE YOU READY!!!!!!
C.R.U.C.C. Got Talent is back!!!
Pot luck & entertainment begin at 4pm
Add your name to the sign up sheet on the
bulletin board or sign up @ https://bit.ly/2UdifCC.

RESCHEDULED!!!

Sunday, March 3rd 1-3pm

Kindness Rocks! Rock Painting
Under 8 needs adult to attend also.

Due to Valentine’s Day being on the Friday of our Ladies Nite Out, there will be NO Ladies Nite Out this month. So, gentlemen (and ladies) it’s your month to
shower your loved one’s with attention.
I would like to take this time to welcome Stephanie Bidle to the Christian education Board. Welcome and thank you so much for joining what I think, you will
think of as a wonderful group of people.
As you all know, the women are scheduled for a retreat on May 3-5, 2019. I am looking for a group of people (men and women) who would be willing to pray
for this retreat to be Spiritually rooted in renewing our sense of self and our sense of purpose in the name of Christ. We all know that when we purpose to be
refreshed Satan decides to work harder to tear us apart, to destroy. So, I am asking for these women listed here, to be prayed for individually and collectively
so that nothing hinders them from being available on this weekend and nothing hinders their refreshment. Satan has already begun His attack by means of
financially trying to hinder some from attending and playing on the anxieties of others’ but God is greater and God’s Will, will be done. So, if 2 or 3 of you feel
led, please let me know that you will be lifting this retreat up in prayer daily for all of us. Thank you and God bless.
Brooke Cooper, Natalie Wiley, Michelle McTyre, Melissa Miller, Meagan Fogle, Amanda Murphy, Karen Ramirez, Sarah Petermann, Diane Holter, Dinah
Esworthy, Daphne Gabb, Myesha Jackson-White, Tracy Brown, Kathy DeLauder, Wendy Campbell, Cheryl Hawes, Anne Grieger, Terry Sparks, Lorena
Zecher, Laura Fontaine, Nicole Fontaine and Kathleen Rogers
Prayerfully praying for Isabella Robey and the I.B. International Baccalaureate Program. What an awesome show of academic achievement.

Plan Your Calendar
Book Club
Surelockedin’ Escape Room Frederick
March 24th @ 2:30pm.

Cost is $28.35 per person. We would be
involved in locating the Holy Grail in the
adventure called “Knight Out”. Please sign up
in the narthex as soon as possible as we
need to book the room.

Guys Night Out
Braddock Inn

The Book Club will meet on
February 27 at 11:30am at
The Main Cup to discuss:
Nine Perfect Strangers by
Liane Moriarty.

Parish Life Breakfast

There will be a Parish Life breakfast in the social
room on Sunday, February 10, from 8:00am to
10:00am. Please add your name to the sign-up
sheet in the Narthex and come early for fellowship and a great breakfast with friends and family.

February 20 @ 6:30pm

Homewood Monthly Luncheon

We’ll enjoy some good food and fellowship.
If you plan to attend please email Debbie at

Friday, February 15 @ 12:00pm

debbielbruns@comcast.net.

7407 Willow Road, Frederick

Please RSVP to Diana Corl at
dwcorl39@comcast.net by Feb. 13.

Basket Class

Wednesday Mornings @
7:00AM
Mountain View Diner
with Pastor Mark

Our February basket will feature a ceramic ‘Apple Slice’
tie-on. The basket will be as pictured but with an
apple slice instead of the heart tie-on. This neat basket
has an interesting wire handle to complete the project.
Cost of the class is $16.00. Classes will be held in the
Parish House on Tuesday, February 19 at 6:30 p.m. and
Tuesday, February 26 at 12:30 p.m. Please add your
name to the sign-up on the bulletin board. More
information from Gail Johnson or Diana Corl.

Operating Finances
2018 Operating Finances Year-to-Date – DECEMBER 31, 2018

Operating

Budgeted
Income
$295,778.00

Actual
Income
$440,668.80

Budgeted
Expenses
$394,370.87

Actual
Expenses
$420,890.60

Variant
$19,778.20

Children’s Center

$682,550.00

$766,939.79

$634,438.15

$657,323.47

$109,616.32

Global

$978,328.00

$1,207,608.59

$1,208,809.02

$1,078,214.07

$129,394.52

2019 Consistory, Boards & Committees Members
CONSISTORY
Elders
Pat Joy, Susan Keller, Beth Mummert, Bob Sheffler
New: Edward Fontaine, Ed Higginbottom
Deacons
Linda DeLauder, Ed Link, Mike Remsberg, Tony Verdi
New: Terri DeLloyd, Crystal Fink
CHAIRPERSON OF CONGREGATION (1 year term)
Laura Fontaine
CEMETERY BOARD OF TRUSTEES
John Bowers, , Jay House, Mickey Keller, Tom Mende, Scott Montgomery, Keith Welty
New: Madelyn Cross, Skip Lare
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION BOARD
Tracy Brown, Meagan Fogle, Kim Hughes, Myesha Jackson-White, Joe Kroener, Jenny Line,
Amanda Murphy
New: Stephanie Bidle
CHURCH PROPERTY BOARD
Gary Bell, Mike Cannarozzi, Rich Potter, John DeLauder, Bill Falconer, Dave Morris,
David vom Lehn, Garry vom Lehn
New: Jason Moser
DISCIPLESHIP BOARD
Tyler Blum, Judy Brandenburg, Renee Brandenburg-Huffer, Kathy Morris, Bob Woods
New: Wendy Campbell, Beth Stitely

PARISH LIFE BOARD
Connie Bell, Marda Blain, Margaret Brandenburg, Be’ Hill, Laurie James, Gail Johnson, Pat McBride
New: Marty Estell, Gertie Mende
NOMINATING COMMITTEE (1 year term)
To be named (Deacon), To be named (Elder), To be named (Cemetery Board)
New: Dinah Esworthy, Meagan Fogle, Chris Johnson
CHURCH & MINISTRY COMMITTEE
Robyn Bramhall, Charlotte Hanson, Chris Johnson, Gregg Petermann, Jenny Powell, Lisa Remsberg
New: Ron Blain, Jill Brandenburg
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE
Bill Falconer, Debbie Locke, Jane Staley
STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE (2 year term)
Maureen Lee, Bill Steigelmann, Beth Tucker
New: Dan Brown, Griff Garwood, Melissa Miller
USHERING COMMITTEE
Keith and Lorena Zecher – Coordinator(s)
CHRIST CHURCH CHILDREN’S CENTER
Jesi Bell-Godfrey, Mary Garwood, Missy Payne, Sue Sheffler, Nancy vom Lehn, Lorena Zecher
New: Kristi Lare, , Katie Roberts (Parent), Angie Stillisano
FINANCIAL TASK FORCE COMMITTEE
Debbie Bruns, Mike Cannarozzi, Paul Fink, Laura Fontaine, Susan Keller, Mike Remsberg,
Beth Scott, Tony Verdi, Nancy vom Lehn

Around the Congregation
LAYREADERS
February 3
February 10
February 17
February 24

ALTAR FLOWERS

Nancy vom Lehn
Judy Brandenburg
Bunny Cramer
Dick Burd

February 3
February 10
February 17
February 24

USHERS

TBD
Linda DeLauder
Diana Corl
Dick & Susan Foot

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS

February 3
February 10
February 17
February 24

Team 3
Team 4
Team 5
Team 6

February 3 Linda DeLauder/Bill Steigelmann
February 10
Dick & Susan Foot
February 17
Sandy Oliynyk
February 24
Jubilate Deo Handbell Ensemble

SOUND TECHNICIANS
February 3
February 10
February 17
February 24

Nicole Fontaine
Nick Fink
Chris Johnson
Tony Verdi

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS
February 3
February 10
February 17
February 24

Melissa Estes
Robyn Bramhall
TBD
Nancy vom Lehn

ACOLYTES
DECEMBER 2018
December
December
December
December
December

8:15 am
55
78
45
53
45

2
9
16
23
30

10:30 am
120
94
125
125
105

December Average— 169 2018 Average— 161

January
January
January
January

6
13
20 (ice)
27

8:15 am
55

10:30 am
93

41
65

53
107

(snow)

Sydney Ohler
Clark Zecher
Isabella Robey
Morgan Bruns

CHILDREN’S STORY
February 3
February 10
February 17
February 24

Tracy Brown
Gregg Petermann
Sandy Oliynyk
Wendy Campbell

Psalmist

December 24 5PM—125
December 24 7PM—291

JANUARY 2019

February 3
February 10
February 17
February 24

January Average— 138 2018 Average— 138

February 3
February 10
February 17
February 24

Maryjane Line
Scott Fogle
Aveline Murphy
Davis Phillips

Memorial

Joe Himes died on January 21, 2019.
A service celebrating his life was held on
January 25, 2019.

Baptisms

Arizona Rae Zecher, daughter of Craig & Jessi,
was baptized on December 30, 2018.

Weddings

Keith Welty and Teresa Meaney
were wed on December 29, 2018.

Paige Kefauver Gorman died on January 23, 2019.
A service celebrating her life was held on
January 29, 2019.
Rick Shafer died on January 26, 2019.
A service celebrating his life was held on
January 31, 2019.

Christ Reformed
United Church of Christ
Rev. Mark Wakefield, Pastor
Contemporary Worship 8:15 a.m.
Sunday School for All Ages 9:15 a.m.
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.
Coffee Hour following 10:30 Worship

12 South Church Street
P.O. Box 333
Middletown , Maryland 21769

christreformeducc@comcast.net
www.christreformeducc.org

Non Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
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Frederick, Maryland 21701

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Church Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
301-371-6610
Fax: 301-371-6912
Christ Church Children’s Center

Childcare
Mrs.
Missy
Payne, Director
Director
Ms. Missy Payne,
Mrs.Jesi
JesiBell-Godfrey,
Bell-Godfrey,Assistant
Asst. Director
Mrs.
Direc6 Weeks—12
tor Years
Mon-Fri
6:30 a.m. –Years
6:00 p.m.
6 Weeks—12
Mon-Fri 301-371-0360
6:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net
301-371-0360
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net

Reaching out to help people to know
God through Jesus Christ.
Equipping people to love God through
the community of faith.
Sending people to serve God
throughout the world.

March 3
10:00am
Chapel
See article on page 2 for more details.

