No matter where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here. Because Jesus has taught
us to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and to love our
neighbors as ourselves we declare Christ Reformed UCC to be an Open and Affirming
church. We invite people of every race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity
and expression, age, marital status, economic circumstance, and physical and mental ability
into the worship, rites & sacraments, fellowship, and leadership of our church.
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This is the first time in many years when I have been in the office right
after Christmas. Most years the preparations for Christmas events and services
leave me needing to catch my breath for a few days, so Mary and I take some
time to visit family or simply relax. That hasn’t always been the case. For the
years I served as associate pastor in New Jersey I knew that I was on duty the
Sunday after Christmas. And the Sunday after Easter. Ask any associate
pastor and they will tell you that it kind of goes with the turf. Our associates in
my tenure at CRUCC (Suzanne Morris, Tina Squire and Michelle Beadle) all
graciously acquiesced when we planned preaching dates and I sheepishly
asked, “So, will you be around after Christmas?” It is among the many gifts
each of them gave me.
But this year I have enjoyed thinking about preaching on December 30th.
It reminds me of the difference between a wedding and at a funeral. Weddings
are typically very big affairs with lots of moving parts, much like Christmas Eve.
Funerals are typically planned in a few days and are much simpler, like the
Sunday after Christmas.
Not that worship this Sunday will be a funeral. In fact this year we will
have the special treat of baptizing Arizona Zecher, daughter of Craig and Jessi,
granddaughter of Keith and Lorena, and great-granddaughter of Cynthia and
Carrollee at the 10:30 service. In a season when we are still celebrating the
birth of Jesus and all he meant and means, a baptism calls to mind the
goodness of creation, the joy of human life, the power of community and the
grace and presence of God.
On December 30th worship will not be done by candlelight. The poinsettias
are gone. There will be one choir and not three. We will still sing carols, but
they will be “second string” carols, just as lovely and moving as the ones we
did on Christmas Eve, but perhaps not as familiar. Yet maybe this will help
make room for the power of Christmas to sink in. For just as a marriage is not
summed up in a wedding, the coming of a Savior is not summed up in day.
The stores may have already deeply discounted holiday decorations and
started to display St. Patrick’s Day wares, but we have the chance to and even
are encouraged to linger just a bit with Christmas. With Mary, after the
(Continued on page 2)

Sunday, January 27th, 2019 at 9:15 am
The annual meeting of the congregation will be held in the Chapel during the Sunday School hour. The meeting is a time to look back over the past year, elect officers, and consider any other business brought forth by
members. Please plan to join us.

Markings (continued)
shepherds had visited her and the baby at the urging of the angels, we are invited to ponder these
things in our heart. What does all this mean for us in 2019? What is our witness in the coming year?
What is God calling us to be and to do in the next twelve months and the rest of our lives?

Notes
2019 Altar Flowers Update

The Frederick School of Religion

Beginning in January our altar flowers will be designed
by C.M. Bloomers Florist in Brunswick. The cost for
placing flowers on the altar has increased by just $4 to
$51.00. Special requests will be available at an additional
cost. The 2019 Altar Flower Chart has been posted on the
bulletin board in the Narthex. This is a great way to honor,
remember, or celebrate a special person or occasion, or to
simply enhance our worship service. Please add your
name next to a date on the chart. A member of the Altar
Guild will contact you near that time with complete details.

The Frederick School of Religion convenes for its 36th
consecutive year of classes on February 25, 2019. The
School is an ecumenical teaching organization that
provides a ‘Learning for Life’ experience for both laity and
clergy. The six-week series of classes includes a broad
range of topics appealing to diverse faith groups. The
location this year is First Baptist Church, 7040 Bowers Rd.,
Frederick, MD 21702. Nine courses will be offered on
consecutive Mondays and Tuesdays from February 25th
through April 2nd, with courses each afternoon (1 to 3pm)
and each evening (7 – 9pm). All courses are eligible for
up to 1.2 Continuing Education Units. Registration forms
are available in the Narthex. Please call 240-651-1865 or
203-918-5554
for
more
information,
or
visit
www.frederickschoolofreligion.org.

Conversation on Church Membership
If you have been thinking about joining CRUCC or
would just like to know more about our church and
ministries, you are invited to a conversation on church
membership. It will take place on Tuesday, January 29th,
at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish House. Childcare can be
arranged if that would be helpful. If you are interested in
attending please speak to Mark.

2019 Offering Envelopes Available
2019 Offering Envelopes are available from Paul or
Nancy. If you have not previously requested envelopes
and would like to receive a pack, please contact Paul Fink
(301-371-4658), Nancy vom Lehn (301-371-7457), or
Debbie Bruns in the church office.

The FISH Fund
Each month a number of members of the church or
residents of the community come to Mark seeking financial
assistance. It may be mounting utility bills, an overdue
medical or car repair obligation, a family emergency or it
may simply be for groceries or gas. The pastor responds
to those requests using the FISH (For Immediate
Sympathetic Help) Fund. The fund is made up of gifts
from members of the congregation, often given on
communion Sundays. The last few years the fund has
been used heavily, so we invite you to help replenish this
source of aid to people in need. You can simply write a
check to the church and note it "FISH Fund."

Inclement Weather
In the case of inclement weather you can get the latest
word on our Sunday morning worship plans by checking
the church’s answering machine or by visiting the church’s
web page at www.crucc.org.

Coffee Hour Hosts Needed
Each week one of the best ways we have to make new and renew
old connections with members and friends of the church is at the
coffee hour. We have the supplies of coffee, tea and juice. All
that’s needed is one or two people to set out the items and do a bit
of clean up afterward. Many people provide a simple munchie
(fruit or veggies or cookies) but that is not a requirement. If you
would like to host once or twice during the year, please contact
Debbie in the church office.
Nursery Volunteers Needed for the New Year
Our Nursery program is a vital ministry that needs your help! Although we have a paid Nursery Attendant, we also need a volunteer assistant to ensure adequate coverage during the 10:30 service. Volunteers rotate throughout the year, usually only being
called upon to cover every few months (or just once a year if you
prefer!). Please consider adding your name to the roster by contacting Debbie Bruns in the church office. Even a commitment of
only one time a year would be helpful.

Confirmands

Our 2018 Confirmands and their mentors serving at the December Soup Kitchen.
Front Row L-R: Angie Moser, Everett Moser, Isabella Robey, Morgan Bruns, Sarah Petermann.
Back Row L-R: Gregg Petermann, Baily Noble, Mark Wakefield, Reed Gordon, Kathleen Rogers.

Thank You Notes
First and foremost, I want to express my deep gratitude and thanks to the wonderful
people in our congregation that I have had the good fortune to serve over the last
over 25 years as Treasurer of our wonderful church. Today was an overwhelmingly
happy and sad day for me to feel so honored for having done what I have loved so
much over these years. I don't think there's been a day when I have felt that I was
working. I loved every minute of it, and hope to continue to love and serve God and
this church for many years to come. God bless each and every one of you. Finally, I
must say that I was totally overwhelmed with your outpouring of love in the gift that
you all have gave. Thanks from the bottom of my heart.
~Gail Johnson

Handbell Fundraiser Update

$1675
To date, we have raised $1675 towards our goal of $5200.
Thank you to everyone that has supported our Fundraiser so far.

Stewardship
As of Sunday evening, December 16th, here are the initial reports from our Financial
Secretaries, Paul Fink and Nancy vom Lehn.
98
Total Pledges
49
Pledges increased
32
Pledges remained the same
3
Pledges decreased
10
Pledges stated they would give as able
8
Pledges for the first time
28
Pledges increased 1% - 10%
16
Pledges increased 11%-50%
1
Pledge increased more than 50%
$234,464 Total Pledge Amount
$2,392 Average Pledge
Thanks to all for Taking a Step Up!

Plan Your Calendar
Book Club

Wednesday Mornings @
7:00AM
Mountain View Diner
with Pastor Mark

Homewood Monthly Luncheon

Friday, January 18 @ 12:00pm
7407 Willow Road, Frederick

Please RSVP to Diana Corl at
dwcorl39@comcast.net by Jan. 16th.

Guys Night Out
Braddock Inn

Basket Class

January 22 @ 6:30pm

We’ll enjoy some good food and fellowship. If
you plan to attend please email Debbie at

debbielbruns@comcast.net

Craft Night

Our next craft night will be on Friday,
January 18th at 6:00pm in the Social
Room. Any and all crafters
a r e
w e l c o m e :
scrapbookers, card makers,
needlecrafts, etc.
Please
RSVP to Beth Scott at
301.788.3524
or
BethOScott@aol.com.

The Book Club will meet the
following Wednesdays at 11:30 at
The Main Cup to discuss:
January 23: Eleanor Oliphant is
Completely Fine by
Gail Honeyman
February 27: Nine
Perfect Strangers by
Liane Moriarty.

For the start of the new year, basket classes will
resume. The Easy Wood Bottom Basket is a relatively
easy one, made on a 6” oval base, with a mini bean
pot handle. Classes will be on January 15th at 6:30
p.m., and on January 22nd at 12:30 p.m. Cost for
this basket is $12. Please add your name to the sign
-up sheet in the Narthex. Newcomers are always welcome.

Growing in Faith January Schedule

On the 6th, we complete our five- part series on Journey to
Bethlehem. On the 13th and 20th Larry Hobbs will be leading a
video series entitled Turning Trials Into Treasures: Developing
Healthy Christian Relationships. The two weeks will focus upon how to deal with
the consequences of sexual molestation. The video presenter is Dr Gary Smalley,
a Christian counselor. This will be extremely valuable and helpful for those who
may have experienced such trauma, as well as providing guidance on how we
can appropriately support and comfort these individuals. There will be no class
on the 27th. Instead, we will join the congregation for the Annual Meeting. Each
class session meets from 9:15 – 10:10 in the Social Hall.

Holiday Highlights

Children’s Christmas Skit

Christmas Cantata

Jubilate Deo Handbell Ensemble

Community Outreach

2019
Blood Drive Dates

8:00 a.m.—1:30 p.m.
Please give the Gift of Life!

Notes from Kathleen
Laughter is the BEST medicine/Kids say the darnedest things
A sales rep. an administration clerk and the manager are walking to lunch
when they find an antique oil lamp.
They rub it and a Genie comes out. The Genie says,” I’ll give each of you
just one wish.”
“Me first! Me first!” says the admin clerk… “I want to be in the Bahamas,
driving a speedboat without a care in the world” POOF! She was gone.
“Me next! Me next!” says the sales rep.
“I want to be in Hawaii, relaxing on the beach with my personal masseuse,
and an endless supply of Pina Coladas and the love of my life.” POOF!
He’s gone.
“OK, you’re up,” says the Genie to the manager. The manager says “I
want those two back in the office in one hour.”
Moral of the story: Always let your boss have the first say.
Stories about Grandpappy
Grandpappy went to the Skunk Hollow Pet Emporium to visit with cousin
Bob, the owner.
Grandpappy: “Cousin Bob, I noticed in the newspaper that you are
advertising for a person to retail pet parrots.”
Bob: “I sure am. Are you looking for a job, Grandpappy?”
“Naw. I just wanted to find out how the poor parrots lost their tails.”
Cousin Kayla is a pretty girl but she is shy about the silliest things. One
day she went into the crowded Skunk Hollow Drug Store to do some
shopping..
“Anybody waiting on you?” asked the polite salesman.
Kayla blushed, bright red and replied: ”Yes, but he
won’t come in!”
Think about this: Conversation between Adam and
Eve must have been difficult at times because they
had no one to talk about.

Sunday, February 10th

ARE YOU READY!!!!!!
C.R.U.C.C. Got Talent is back!!!
Sign up soon. Pot luck &
entertainment begin at 4pm

Sunday, January13th
1:00pm to 3:00pm

Kindness Rocks! Rock Painting
Under 10 needs adult to attend
also.

Women’s Retreat

If you have signed up to attend
the Women’s Retreat, payment
of $75 is due to Kathleen no later than January
20th. Make check out to CRUCC and in the memo
line please write Women’s retreat.

Ladies Only "Chill Night”
Asian Café in Middletown
Saturday, Jan. 19th @ 6pm

Come and enjoy fellowship and food. add your
name to the signup sheet in the Narthex by 1/16.

Around the Congregation
ALTAR FLOWERS

LAYREADERS
January 6
January 13
January 20
January 27

Laura Fontaine
Wendy Campbell
Gail Johnson
Paul Fink

TBD
Debbie Locke
TBD
Elaine Harp

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS

USHERS
January 6
January 13
January 20
January 27

Team 5
Team 6
Team 1
Team 2

January 6
Melissa Miller & Meagan Fogle
January 13
Jean & Bob Galey
January 20
Mary & Griff Garwood
January 27
Called to Care

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS

SOUND TECHNICIANS
January 6
January 13
January 20
January 27

January 6
January 13
January 20
January 27

Nicole Fontaine
Nick Fink
Chris Johnson
Tony Verdi

January 6
January 13
January 20
January 27

Angie Stillisano
Pat Wiles
Mary Johnson
Ryan Murphy

ACOLYTES
January 6
January 13
January 20
January 27
It was a great celebration of
Gail Johnson’s 25 years as
treasurer for our church on
December 16th. Gail has not
only maintained our financial
records, but shouldered
countless other tasks with skill
and passion. We’re grateful
that when she finishes her work
as our treasurer she will
continue serving the
congregation in a variety of
volunteer capacities. Thank
you, Gail!

Davis Phillips
Logan McCartney
Joanna Miller
Kai Austin

CHILDREN’S STORY
January 6
January 13
January 20
January 27

Wendy Campbell
Tracy Brown
Kathleen Rogers
Joe Kroener

Psalmist
January 6
January 13
January 20
January 27

Davis Phillips
Nate Miller
Maryjane Line
Kathleen Rogers

2018 Operating Finances Year-to-Date – NOVEMBER 30, 2018

Operating

Budgeted
Income
$271,129.87

Actual
Income
$367,225.84

Budgeted
Expenses
$346,210.51

Actual
Expenses
$353,010.25

Variant
$14,215.59

Children’s Center

$625,670.87

$684,857.33

$581,593.35

$577,995.99

$106,861.34

Global

$896,800.74

$1,052,083.17

$927,803.86

$931,006.24

$121,076.93

Christ Reformed
United Church of Christ
Rev. Mark Wakefield, Pastor
Contemporary Worship 8:15 a.m.
Sunday School for All Ages 9:15 a.m.
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.
Coffee Hour following 10:30 Worship

12 South Church Street
P.O. Box 333
Middletown , Maryland 21769

christreformeducc@comcast.net
www.christreformeducc.org
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Church Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
301-371-6610
Fax: 301-371-6912
Christ Church Children’s Center

Childcare
Mrs.
Missy
Payne, Director
Director
Ms. Missy Payne,
Mrs.Jesi
JesiBell-Godfrey,
Bell-Godfrey,Assistant
Asst. Director
Mrs.
Direc6 Weeks—12
tor Years
Mon-Fri
6:30 a.m. –Years
6:00 p.m.
6 Weeks—12
Mon-Fri 301-371-0360
6:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net
301-371-0360
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net

Reaching out to help people to know
God through Jesus Christ.
Equipping people to love God through
the community of faith.
Sending people to serve God
throughout the world.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 27
9:15am in the Chapel
Join us as we look back over the past
year, elect officers, and consider any
other business brought forth by members.

