No matter where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here. Because Jesus has taught
us to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and to love our
neighbors as ourselves we declare Christ Reformed UCC to be an Open and Affirming
church. We invite people of every race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity
and expression, age, marital status, economic circumstance, and physical and mental ability
into the worship, rites & sacraments, fellowship, and leadership of our church.
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As I shared in my devotional before our Consistory and Board meetings midMarch, the Cathedral of St. John the Divine on the Upper West Side of
Manhattan is one of my “happy places.” I had just returned from our annual
confirmation class trip to New Jersey/New York and I was still feeling the rush of
energy, despite the lack of sleep, that accompanies that weekend.
My connection with the building is born largely of its magnificence, about
which you have heard me speak any number of times. Its size is astounding.
Begun in 1892 it is the largest cathedral in the world. You could put the Statue
of Liberty (minus the pedestal) in the center crossing of the worship space and
her torch would just touch the ceiling. It is two football fields long from the
front doors to the east end of the worship space. On a bright day the stained
glass windows tell the stories of the Bible, church history, creation, science,
communication and the highest aspirations of human beings (including sports!)
with unparalleled beauty
But I think the reason I enjoy the building as much as I do is not the
building itself, but because of the faces of our confirmands when they get a
chance to walk around inside it. This year we were dismayed to find that the
cathedral was closed to visitors because of a special worship service. We got to
peek at the west side of the interior, look at some photos and walk around the
outside. So we “settled” for a visit to St. Patrick’s Cathedral on 5th Avenue,
which underwent a major restoration a few years ago and now is spectacular in
its own right.
The youth of our church have grown up worshiping in an historic and
beautiful sanctuary right here in Middletown, but there is something about the
silent witness to faith that the stones and glass of the cathedrals offer that
moves people like few other things can. Most often the reaction of our young
people is stunned silence. It is unlike any other place they have ever seen. The
stones are prophetic, comforting, restorative and awesome.
As we get ready for Easter we acknowledge the power of other stones to tell
a story. The scriptural image of a stone tomb with its stone barrier rolled away
places before us a truth and then confronts us with the question: “What does
this mean?” We spend the years of our life’s journey in pursuit of an answer
that makes sense to us and in proclaiming with our lives the faith we hold and
by which we are held.
The old line says “You are the only sermon some people will ever hear.”
And, I would add, we are the only cathedral some people will ever see. Can we,
like the limestone and granite of the great cathedrals of the world, be prophetic,
comforting, restorative and awesome? I pray in the upcoming Easter season
and beyond, by God’s grace, we can and we will.
Some of the members of this year’s confirmation class wrote wonderful
reflections on the trip. These are included elsewhere in this newsletter. Please
take time to read them and thank them for their witness.

Notes
Walking the Labyrinth

Easter Egg Items Needed

The labyrinth is an ancient aid to spiritual
development. Walking its path mirrors the journey pilgrims
made to Jerusalem and other holy sites and provides a
means of deepening one’s own spiritual journey. On Good
Friday, April 19th, the labyrinth will be set up in the
chapel from 1:00-8:00pm. Hosts will be there to answer
questions and help you experience the labyrinth.

If you would like to donate regular
small items (such as stickers, coins,
small wrapped candies, etc.) for our
Easter Egg Hunt, please put them in the
box in the Narthex by Sunday, April
7th. Please note that we do NOT need
plastic eggs this year.

Annual Easter Egg Hunt

Easter Morning Continental Breakfast

Parish Life will be hosting our Annual Easter Egg Hunt
on Saturday, April 20th from 2:00-3:00pm. We will
have age-appropriate egg hunts and cupcakes to decorate
and eat. Please add your name to the sign-up sheet in the
Narthex if you are planning on attending, so we will have a
count in order to prepare for the Hunt.

Parish Life annual Easter Sunrise Continental Breakfast
will be held at 7:15am in the Coffee Hour Space after the
Sunrise Service. We will be serving bagels, muffins, fruit,
juice and coffee. Please add your name to the sign-up
sheet in the Narthex if you are planning on joining us. You
do not need to attend the Sunrise Service to attend this
breakfast. Everyone is welcome! Hope to see you bright
and early Easter Morning!

Conversation on Church Membership
If you have been thinking about joining CRUCC or
would just like to know more about our church and
ministries, you are invited to a conversation on church
membership. It will take place on Wednesday, April
10th at 7:00pm in the Parish House. Childcare can be
arranged if that would be helpful. If you are interested in
attending, please speak to Mark.

Church Softball League
Our church is once again going to field a team in the
Frederick County Church Softball League. It is a co-ed
league and anyone 16 or over is welcome to play. All skill
levels are welcome. Games will be on Sunday afternoons
beginning in April. It’s a great chance to have a lot of fun
and get some exercise. For more info, please text or call
Craig Zecher at 240-674-9885.

Growing Project Fundraiser
Enjoy dinner at Texas Roadhouse in Hagerstown
on Wednesday, April 10th from 3:00-10:00pm and
10% of your food purchase will be donated to the Growing
Project. Flyers are required and are available in the
Narthex.

Save the Date—Ladies Only Game Night/Potluck
Mark your calendars and plan to join us on May 19th at
4:00PM. Details coming soon.

Progressive Dinner
Parish Life will be hosting a progressive dinner on May
18th. We’ll all start at one home for appetizers, break up
into smaller groups and move to other homes for the main
course and finish with dessert at another home. Cost for
the dinner is $10 per person and you will be asked to
provide either an appetizer or a dessert. To sign up please
add your name to the list on the bulletin board in the
Narthex or contact the church office. Please sign up
by May 12th. We’re looking for a few host homes for the
main course and one to host the Appetizers and one to
host the desserts. The meal will be provided for you. Your
job is simply to welcome 6-8 people to your table and
provide beverages of your choice. If you would be willing
to serve as a host please contact Gail Johnson in the
church office or by e-mail at gaillynn08@comcast.net.

Craft Night
Our next craft night will be on Friday, April 19th at
6:00pm in the Social Room. Any and all crafters are
welcome: scrapbookers, card makers, needlecrafts, etc.
Please RSVP to Beth Scott at 301-788-3524 or
BethOScott@aol.com.

$1735
To date, we have raised $1735 towards our
goal of $5200. Thank you to everyone that
has supported our Fundraiser so far.

Our new schedule begins in May,
so don’t miss the opportunity to
join a Team and serve as Usher
during the 10:30am services.
Contact Keith Zecher or Debbie
in the church office to add your
name to the list.

Community Outreach

Girls:
White or Gray Shirts (long and short sleeves)
Blue and or Black Shorts
Sizes: Youth 14, 16
Juniors Small, Medium, Large, X-large
Misses Small, Medium, Large

Boys:
White or Gray Short Sleeve Shirts
Blue or Black Shorts
Sizes: Youth—14,16,18,20
Young Mens—Small, Medium,
Large, X-Large

Please place your items in the
donation box in the Narthex by
April 30th.
March of Dimes March for Babies

Debbie Bruns, along with her daughter
Morgan, will be walking in the March
of Dimes largest fundraiser, the March for Babies at Baker Park
on April 28th. To make a donation or for more information,
please check out Morgan’s page at www.marchforbabies.org/
thebrunsfamily3 or you can contact Debbie in the church
office. Thanks so much for your support!!

Simply visit https://smile.amazon.com/
ch/52-0610448 and start shopping!

Christ Reformed receives a portion
of EVERY purchase.

LAUNDRY DETERGENT
COLLECTION DRIVE
For the Religious Coalition

Spirit Stars will be collecting laundry
detergent during the April 7th Coffee
Hour. Detergent can be dropped off anytime beforehand
in the bin provided in the Narthex.

Creating Friendships for Peace, Inc. is a volunteer grassroots organization whose mission
is to promote and strengthen friendships between teens from divided communities and
extend those friendships to their families and friends. The friendships are developed
through home stays with American families. Each family hosts two teens – one from each
side of a conflict. The teen pair shares a bedroom and learns about each other, understanding their
different perspectives and realizing that friendships can develop despite significant political and cultural
differences. With friendship, an atmosphere is created that allows for mutual respect and
understanding – a key ingredient for peace. Cypriot teens will be here in the US (July 6-July 28) and Israeli-Palestinian teens will be here (July 21-August
4th) as part of this program. There is a particular need in this (Frederick/DC) area for families to host Cypriot Teens. The link to host applications is: https://
friendships4peace.org/u-s-teen-hosting/. We are looking for applications to be completed as soon as possible so please contact Carroll Creek Rotarian
Drew McGinnis at Drewmcginnis@jmrconcrete.com if you are interested or have any questions.

Host Families Needed

Children Center News
Our St. Patrick's Day Extravaganza was filed with
Leprechaun hunts, shamrock crafts and a really
awesome rainbow sensory bin!

Notes from Kathleen
Haha Get it?






Atheism is a Non-Prophet organization.
I wondered why the baseball kept getting bigger. Then it Hit me.
A grenade thrown into a kitchen in France would result in Linoleum Blownapart.
A chicken crossing the road is poultry in motion.
A small boy swallowed some coins and was taken to the hospital. When his grandmother
telephoned to ask how he was, a nurse said. “No change yet.”

Three boys went camping. One boy said, “We had better go to sleep before the mosquitoes eat us up.” At midnight one of
the boys woke up. He saw a bunch of fireflies. He woke up his friend and said, “We’d better hide, they are looking for us
with flashlights”.
•

Reminder: Ladies Retreat balances are due by
April 7th.

Ladies Only "Chill Night”

•

Trinity UMC is hosting a Youth initiative meeting
on April 8th at 7pm. If any MS/HS youth are
interested in attending, please speak to Ms.
Kathleen.

Come and enjoy fellowship and food. add your
name to the signup sheet in the Narthex by 4/24

•

April 14th @ 10:30am Service—Confirmation
Service

•

April 18th Maundy Thursday Skit

Bonefish Grill
Friday, April 26th @ 6pm

Confirmand NY Trip Highlights

L-R: Reed Gordon, Pastor Mark, Gregg Petermann, Baily Noble,
Morgan Bruns, Sarah Petermann, Isabella Robey

The road trip to NYC was by far one of my favorite road trips of all
time. It all started by staying the night at Pastor Mark's old church where he
began his journey. The next morning we got to tour the church and see how
amazing the sanctuary was. We then packed up and headed to the food
bank in New Jersey. We ended up boxing up more than 500 meals for
families that had financial problems. Even though Baily and I were the
runners, where we gave the boxes to the people packing the food, it was still
awesome that we are spending our own time for people in need while other
kids were home playing video games.
After we finished, we headed off to New York City and parked near the
Cathedral Church of Saint John the Divine. This church was huge. It was
probably 100 times larger than my house. When we walked into the church
Mark told me that the sanctuary was size of two football fields, which blew
my mind, considering a football field is 300 feet long. Unfortunately we
could not go past the little lobby because there was a ceremony going on.
Even though we couldn't go past the lobby, it was cool seeing some of the
stained glass windows. There was a life size window of Jesus which also
blew my mind.
After looking around outside the Cathedral we headed to the city to get
some lunch. We ended up going to this pizza shop right outside of Times
Square. This pizza was expensive, but it was probably the best pizza I have
ever had and probably the biggest piece of pizza I had ever had. After we
ate we headed to Times Square. The crowds were amazing. I have never,
ever walked through so many crowds. It nothing like living in the sticks of
Boonsboro.
When we got to Times Square there were huge billboards with ads of all
types. Next, we landed at the big steps right in the Square. This was really
cool because a scene of one of my favorite movies ever (The Amazing
Spider-Man 2) took place where I was standing. We walked in and out of
stores throughout the day.
When we all started to feel tired we headed back to the van. The last
stop was at the St. Patrick's Cathedral. This Cathedral was massive as well.
When we walked in, there were candles that people could light for people
that you have been praying for. I lit one of them on behalf of both of my
grandparents who have been battling illnesses and for my family members
up there in heaven. They made me who I am today. The sanctuary of this
Cathedral was also huge. It was amazing to walk around this Cathedral.
Then we walked back to the van and headed home. When we got back
to the church I couldn't believe the trip was over. I had so much fun and
built bonds with our confirmation group. It was awesome to spend time with
the Petermanns, Mark, Morgan, Isabella, and Baily. In the end, I realized
that this trip would have not been possible without our savior Jesus Christ.
I want to thank Pastor Mark, the Petermanns, my confirmation class, the
church, and God for making this trip once in a lifetime.
~Reed

“New York is awesome, it’s gigantic!” That is the text message I sent to
my mom as soon as I saw the city off in the distance from the van. It
was my first visit and I couldn’t wait to see everything.
One thing that really struck me was the amount of people that showed
up to help volunteer at the food bank. We packed about 580 boxes of
food in the time span of about 2 hours. It took many people working
together to get it done. It made me feel really good when someone told
me that I made a positive difference in the world that day.
The thing I enjoyed learning about the most was from the church where
we stayed the night. I learned that the big colorful pictures in the stained
glass windows of the church were used to tell stories about the Bible to
people who were not able to read many years ago.
~Baily

I had a great time in New York and New Jersey, I got to see so many
different things and different lifestyles, and I saw such a big variety of
people. I loved seeing the cathedral and St. Patrick’s, they were very
beautiful. The peacock was very different, I never imagined I would
see one out of the zoo let alone the City. The M&M store was amazing,
of course, but it surprised me when they had skittles. I am glad I got to
try New York pizza, it was huge. The church we stayed in Friday night
was very cozy, and the people were very welcoming. It was fun playing
with the toys in the playroom. The food bank was a great experience
and the people working there were very friendly, I would love to do that
again. Rockefeller Center was really cool to see since I’ve seen so
many pictures from friends. .Along with the sites the people were very
fun too. I am glad I got to know the mentors and confirmands more,
and I am glad to get confirmed in the spring.
~Morgan

Plan Your Calendar
Book Club

The Book Club will meet on
April 24 at 11:30am at The
Main Cup to discuss:
A Fall of Marigolds by Susan Meissner.

Homewood Monthly Luncheon

Friday, April 19 @ 12:00pm
7407 Willow Road, Frederick

Guys Night Out
Braddock Inn
April 24 @ 6:30pm

We’ll enjoy some good food and fellowship.
If you plan to attend please email Debbie at

debbielbruns@comcast.net.

Wednesday Mornings @
7:00AM
Mountain View Diner
with Pastor Mark

Please RSVP to Diana Corl at
dwcorl39@comcast.net by April 17.

Basket Class

This basket will be made in two months, April
and May. The dates are 6:30pm on April 23rd
and May 28th for the evening class, and at
12:30pm on April 16th and May 21st for the
day class. Please note the change, evening
classes will be the 4th Tuesday and day classes
will be the 3rd Tuesday going forward. Please
add your name to the sign-up sheet in the Narthex. Questions,
contact Diana Corl or Gail Johnson.

Cemetery “Clean-up” Day
Saturday, April 27th
8:00AM

Everyone is invited to help.

Breakthrough
April 17th @ 7:45pm
Westview Regal Theater

Meet at 7pm. Twenty
seats to be reserved, so
please add your name to
the sign up sheet if you
would like to attend.

Blood Drive

Saturday, MAY 4
8:00AM—1:00PM
Chapel

Please give the Gift of Life!
Watch for the sign up sheet on the
bulletin board in the Narthex. You are
eligible to give every 56 days.

Christ Reformed Sanctuary

Around the Congregation
ACOLYTES

ALTAR FLOWERS

April 7
April 14
April 21
April 28
April 7
April 14
April 21
April 28

Clark Zecher
Isabella Robey
Morgan Bruns
TBD

CHILDREN’S STORY

Sarah & Gregg Petermann
Sandy Oliynyk
Wendy Campbell
Kathleen Rogers

Psalmist

April 7
April 14
April 21
April 28

Scott Fogle
Aveline Murphy
Davis Phillips
Nate Miller

April 7
April 14
April 21
April 28
April 7
April 14
April 21
April 28

TBD
TBD
TBD
Kristi Lare

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS

Spirit Stars
Confirmand Mentors
Crystal & Paul Fink
Cemetery Board

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS

April 7
April 14
April 21
April 28

Ryan Murphy
Myesha Jackson-White
Nancy vom Lehn
Maryjane Line

LAYREADERS
FEBRUARY 2019
February
February
February
February

8:15 am
47
49
49
46

3
10
17
24

February Average—155

10:30 am
105
92
104
126

2019 Average—147

Harold “Corky” Ziegler turns
100 on May 4, 2019.
The family would love to
surprise him with a card
shower. Please send cards
to Corky at :
15 Linden Blvd,
Middletown, MD 21769

April 7
April 14
April 21
April 28

Laura Fontaine
Gail Johnson
Wendy Campbell
Judy Brandenburg

USHERS

April 7
April 14
April 18 Maundy Thursday
April 21 8:15am Service
April 21 10:30am Service
April 28

Team 1
Team 2
Team 3
Team 4
Team 5
Team 6

SOUND TECHNICIANS

April 7
April 14
April 18 Maundy Thursday
April 21 8:15am Service
April 21 10:30am Service
April 28

Chris Johnson
Tony Verdi
Nicole Fontaine
Nick Fink
Chris Johnson
Tony Verdi

Operating Finances
2019 Operating Finances Year-to-Date – FEBRUARY 28, 2019

Operating

Budgeted
Income
$49,197.66

Actual
Income
$58,070.00

Budgeted
Expenses
$66,340.38

Actual
Expenses
$62,611.28

Variant
-$4,541.28

Children’s Center

$143,685.16

$134,504.16

$111,862.06

$103,673.64

$30,830.52

Global

$192,882.82

$192,574.16

$178,202.44

$166,284.92

$26,289.24

Christ Reformed
United Church of Christ
Rev. Mark Wakefield, Pastor
Contemporary Worship 8:15am
Sunday School for All Ages 9:15am
Traditional Worship 10:30am
Coffee Hour following 10:30 Worship

12 South Church Street
P.O. Box 333
Middletown , Maryland 21769

christreformeducc@comcast.net
www.christreformeducc.org

Non Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
PERMIT 2202
Frederick, Maryland 21701

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Church Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 9:00am-3:00pm
301-371-6610
Fax: 301-371-6912
Christ Church Children’s Center

Childcare
Mrs.
Missy Payne,
Payne, Director
Director
Ms. Missy
Mrs.Jesi
JesiBell-Godfrey,
Bell-Godfrey,Assistant
Asst. Director
Mrs.
Direc6 Weeks—12
tor Years
Mon-Fri
6:30am –Years
6:00pm
6 Weeks—12
Mon-Fri 301-371-0360
6:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net
301-371-0360
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net

Reaching out to help people to know
God through Jesus Christ.
Equipping people to love God through
the community of faith.
Sending people to serve God
throughout the world.

Sunday, April 14th ⬧ Palm Sunday ⬧ 8:15am & 10:30am
On this day we recall Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem and we’ll welcome our
confirmation class into membership in the church at the 10:30am service.

Thursday, April 18th ⬧ Maundy Thursday ⬧ 7:00pm
"Is it I, Lord?" was the question asked by each of the disciples at the last supper when
Jesus said that one of them would betray him. It is a question that still resonates
today and serves as the backdrop for our Maundy Thursday gathering. We'll share
communion as part of the service.

Friday, April 19th ⬧ Good Friday ⬧ 1:00 pm to 8:00 pm
The story of Christ’s crucifixion is humbling and has very personal meaning for each
of us. On Good Friday the church’s labyrinth will be set up in the chapel between
1:00 and 8:00pm. You are invited to use it as an aid in journeying into the mystery of Christ’s death.

Sunday, April 21st ⬧ Easter Sunday ⬧ 6:30am, 8:15am & 10:30am
We’ll celebrate Christ’s resurrection at three services of worship. We’ll watch the first rays of sun come up over
Braddock Mountain from the county park near the schools. This service will start at 6:30am.
Following the service the Parish Life Board will host a continental breakfast in the Coffee Hour Space.
We’ll then celebrate worship with communion at 8:15 and 10:30am.

