No matter where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here. Because Jesus has taught
us to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and to love our
neighbors as ourselves we declare Christ Reformed UCC to be an Open and Affirming
church. We invite people of every race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity
and expression, age, marital status, economic circumstance, and physical and mental ability
into the worship, rites & sacraments, fellowship, and leadership of our church.

Markings
In a recent commentary in the Frederick News-Post Pat Buchanan was
lamenting the state of America. Toward the end of the piece he writes
“America is today as powerful, prosperous and free as any nation the world

has ever seen. And we have used that wealth and freedom to create a
culture and a society many of our own people and much of the world now
see as dissolute and decadent.”
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What triggered his column was South Bend, Indiana mayor Pete
Buttigieg announcing his decision to run to become the Democratic nominee
for President. By now most folks know Buttigieg’s resume: Harvard grad.
Rhodes scholar. Navy Vet. And for Buchanan perhaps the most salient fact:
a happily married gay, Christian man. He sees this as a sign of our moral
degradation.
Buchanan then goes on to list the number of cultural and legal changes
that have taken root in America that demonstrate his point: Blasphemy,
drinking, gambling, divorce, pornography, abortion. And our moral descent,
from Buchanan’s perspective, has reached its nadir in gay rights. He writes,
“For what Buttigieg is saying is that either God changes his moral law to

conform to the changing behavior of mankind or that, for 2,000 years,
Christian preaching and practice toward homosexuals has been bigoted,
injurious and morally indefensible.”

I think Buchanan, Franklin Graham and others who have demeaned
Buttigieg and his Christian faith, miss the point of God’s nature and our
understanding of it. It is not that truth changes, but our ability to perceive it
that does. Until “yesterday” in human history slavery was considered the
norm and, indeed, divinely ordained. Even today in many parts of the world,
and until very recently in our own country, women were considered little
more than chattel, objects subject to male decision-making. And the nature
of human love is still being defined by many in such a way as to demonize
LGBT people. Did God “change” moral law to fit current sensibilities or did
we finally see the evil of such institutions, customs and descriptions?
Preachers often draw a distinction between tradition and traditionalism,
hoping our churches are practicing the former and not the latter. Tradition is
the living faith of dead people, while traditionalism is the dead faith of living
people. I would suggest that Buchanan et al are mistaking one for the other.
The “tradition” of our faith is to proclaim a living God, one who is no
respecter of death, whether that is a dead body at Easter or a dead idea in
the 21st century. We balance the witness of scripture, the legacy of history,
the insight of our minds and the impulse of God’s Spirit to create a
framework for our ethics. Morality is evolving because our faith is living. It is
not a straight line and new occasions and new developments will cause us to
call into question former convictions, but that’s the nature of life.

Notes
Graduation Information Needed
If you or a member of your household is graduating
from college or high school, please remember to send
the information to the church office by May
13th. Please include the graduate’s name, school and
any future plans. We will recognize graduates at
worship services on May 26th.

Mother’s Day Homewood Endowment Fund
The
Homewood
Foundation’s
Benevolent
Endowment Fund was created to receive gifts from
churches, friends, families and residents and to provide
support for residents who have depleted their assets
through no fault of their own. Their goal is to enable
residents who need a little bit of help to continue to live
at Homewood with dignity and in comfort. We will
collect a special offering on May 12th.

Spring Time Pledge Cards
Happy Spring! Each fall our Stewardship Committee
asks you to make your financial pledges for the
year. These pledges are integral in the operation of our
church and allow us to carry out God's work throughout
the world. This spring we are asking you to pledge your
time. Please use the enclosed time pledge card to
indicate how much time you plan to donate in the
coming year and how you plan to spend that time. You
can drop off your completed cards in the basket
provided in the Narthex. Thank you in advance for
giving the gift of your time.

Growing Project Luncheon
Our thirteenth year of Growing Project was another
huge success. We raised $24,155 for Growing Hope
Globally's program in Cambodia. We know these dollars
will go a long way in assisting our brothers and sisters
in Cambodia to be food secure. This year we are
sponsoring a program in Burkina Faso, Africa. Please
join us on Sunday, May 5th at 12:00pm at
Grossnickle Church of the Brethren Parish House as we
celebrate, learn and give thanks. Our guests for the
Luncheon will be Karen and Steve Metzler, who were
missionaries in Burkina Faso a number of years ago.
They lived and worked in Piela, the town where this
year's program is centered. They will be sharing with
us about the culture and unique needs of the people in
that community. Max Finberg, CEO of Growing Hope
Globally, will be joining us as well. A delicious meal will
be served. Come, join in!

Conversation on Church Membership
If you have been thinking about joining CRUCC or
would just like to know more about our church and
ministries, you are invited to a conversation on church

membership. It will take place on
Monday, May 20th at 7:00pm in
the Parish House. Childcare can be
arranged if that would be helpful. If
you are interested in attending, please
speak to Mark.

Supporting Our Church
Early this winter we were hit with a couple of snowy
Sundays which significantly impacted attendance and
financial giving. We’re been playing catch-up ever
since. Year-to-date contributions are down about 10%
over last year. Expenses are also down some, but we
want to keep our finances in good shape.
We
encourage you to keep current in your giving and, if
your resources allow, consider increasing your offering
to help the Church get back on track in the weeks
ahead. Every dollar helps! Thank you, -The Stewardship

Committee

Community Outreach

Simply visit https://smile.amazon.com/
ch/52-0610448 and start shopping!

Christ Reformed receives a portion
of EVERY purchase.

Middletown Valley Community Day of Service
Saturday, May 4th
Opening ceremony will be held at Holy Family Church at
8:30am and the day of service will conclude with a lunch at 1pm
at Holy Family church.

Plan Your Calendar

Premiere Performance of Vivaldi’s Composition
as transcribed for Organ by Dr. Elizabeth A. Krouse, D.M.A.

June 9, 2019 @ 4pm

Dr. Elizabeth A. Krouse, Organist

FREE Admission.
A free will offering will be collected to benefit the
Religious Coalition Permanent Family Shelter.

Plan Your Calendar ( cont.)

Guys Night Out
Schroyer’s Tavern
May 28th @ 6:30pm

We’ll enjoy some good food and fellowship.
If you plan to attend please email Debbie at

debbielbruns@comcast.net.

Homewood Monthly Luncheon

Friday, May 17 @ 12:00pm
7407 Willow Road, Frederick

Please RSVP to Diana Corl at
dwcorl39@comcast.net by May 15.

Wednesday Mornings @
7:00AM
Mountain View Diner
with Pastor Mark

GRADUATION
RECOGNITION
SUNDAY

Ladies Only "Chill Night”

May 26, 2019

Outback Restaurant
Saturday, May 25th @ 6pm

During Both Services

Come and enjoy fellowship and food. add your
name to the signup sheet in the Narthex by 5/23

Book Club

Craft Night

Our next craft night will be on Friday,
May 17th at 6:00pm in the Social
Room.
Any and all crafters are
welcome: scrapbookers, card
makers, needlecrafts, etc.
Please
RSVP to Beth Scott at 301-788-3524
or BethOScott@aol.com.

Our Book Club will meet at the
Main Cup at 11:30 on the
following Wednesdays to
discuss:
May 22: Where the Crawdads
Sing by Delia Owens
June 26: The Girl Who Wrote in Silk by Kelli Estes
July 24: The Gown by Jennifer Robson

Children Center News
The CCCC Easter Extravaganza was ‘Eggcellent’!

Thank you to the Property Board members that
helped us install new cubbies in the Social Hall
area for our School Age kids.

Notes from Kathleen
Laughter is the Best medicine:
Two silk worms had a race. They ended up in a tie.
Two hats are hanging in a hallway on a hat rack. The one hat says to the other hat,
“You stay here” I will go on ahead”.
When a cannibal ate a missionary, he got a taste of religion.
The short fortune teller who escaped from prison is a small medium at large.
Little boy praying in church said : “Lord if you can’t make me a better boy, don’t worry
about it, I’m having a real good time like I am”.

Poems by Terry Foor
The Familiar Path

An Encounter

I have walked this path many times,
could do it with my eyes closeda path is a path.
Nothing to it.

On my evening walk
I was challenged - - “Hoo”
I took it be a question
of a friendly sort.

z

Today I discovered a fallen tree limb,
a doe and her fawn passing by,
a mud puddle disappearing, and
a rock defying the path’s smoothness.

I responded: It’s me,
I live - - over there!”
The owl, seeming to suffer from
A hearing problem, “Hooed” again.

here are leaves recently fallen,
a black snake basking in the sun,
a crow flying over, and a ray of sunshine
with a brief life expectancy.

I kept my pace, going on,
as did the owl!
Surely the neighbors wondered
who was deaf - the owl or me!

What shall catch my eye tomorrow?

Confirmands
We are pleased to introduce the members of the 2019 Confirmation Class
Morgan Bruns daughter of Debbie and Travis, is an 8th

grade student at Middletown Middle School, where she is a
member of the Student Government Association. Morgan
enjoys playing soccer, field hockey, spending time with her
dog and cat, hanging out with friends, art, and traveling.
She hopes to be a veterinarian and travel.

Reed Gordon, son of Leslie and Steve, is a 9th grade

student at Boonsboro High School where he plays baseball,
basketball and football. He also plays baseball for the
Maryland Bombers. Reed enjoys playing video games,
sleeping and sports. He hopes to pursue his dream of
playing baseball or football at a big college.

Everett Moser, son of Angie and Jason, is an 8th grade

student at Middletown Middle School. Everett plays for
Mountain Valley Baseball. He enjoys playing baseball,
hunting and fishing.

Baily Noble, son of Julie and Donald, is an 8th grade
student at Middletown Middle School. He plays year round
travel baseball with the Frederick Hustlers. He also plays
basketball and football with Middletown. He loves fishing,
hunting and being outdoors. Baily was a 2017 American

Youth Baseball Hall of Fame inductee. (Note: Baily was confirmed on Easter Sunday and is missing from the picture)

Isabella Robey, daughter of Alejandra and Ron, is an 8th grade student at Middletown Middle School, where she is a member of

the Orchestra. She looks forward to being in the International Baccalaureate program in the fall. Isabella enjoys archery, playing
the guitar and violin, and drawing. She hopes to be a forensic scientist or lawyer.

Around the Congregation
ACOLYTES
May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26

ALTAR FLOWERS

Logan McCartney
Joanna Miller
Kai Austin
TBD

CHILDREN’S STORY

May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26

Edward & Nicole Fontaine
Tracy Brown
Joe Kroener
Kathleen Rogers

Psalmist

May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26

Morgan Bruns
Maryjane Line
Scott Fogle
Davis Phillips

MARCH 2019

March
March
March
March
March

8:15 am
3 (Combined Service)
10
49
17
49
24
51
31
49

March Average—142

8:15 am
52
62
77
55

7
14
21
28

April Average—217

May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26

Wendy Campbell
Margaret Brandenburg
Debbie Ferrell
TBD

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS

Laura & Tony Verdi
Jean & Bob Galey
Gather Group
Christian Ed Board

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS

May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26

10:30 am
132
79
98
91
110

2019 Average—157

APRIL 2019
April
April
April
April

May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26

10:30 am
188
157
201
75

2019 Average—163

Dan Brown
Angie Stillisano
Melissa Estes
Myesha Jackson-White

LAYREADERS
May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26
May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26
May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26

Paul Fink
Nancy vom Lehn
Bunny Cramer
Dick Burd

USHERS

Team 1
Team 2
Team 3
Team 4

SOUND TECHNICIANS

Nicole Fontaine
Nick Fink
Chris Johnson
Tony Verdi

Operating Finances
2019 Operating Finances Year-to-Date – MARCH 31, 2019

Operating

Budgeted
Income
$73,796.49

Actual
Income
$91,337.71

Budgeted
Expenses
$99,510.57

Actual
Expenses
$97,189.10

Variant
-$5,851.39

Children’s Center

$215,527.74

$202,893.17

$167,793.09

$162,019.31

$40,873.86

Global

$289,324.23

$294,230.88

$267.303.66

$259,208.41

$35,022.47

Christ Reformed
United Church of Christ
Rev. Mark Wakefield, Pastor
Contemporary Worship 8:15am
Sunday School for All Ages 9:15am
Traditional Worship 10:30am
Coffee Hour following 10:30 Worship

12 South Church Street
P.O. Box 333
Middletown , Maryland 21769

christreformeducc@comcast.net
www.christreformeducc.org
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Frederick, Maryland 21701

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Church Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 9:00am-3:00pm
301-371-6610
Fax: 301-371-6912
Christ Church Children’s Center

Childcare
Mrs.
Missy Payne,
Payne, Director
Director
Ms. Missy
Mrs.Jesi
JesiBell-Godfrey,
Bell-Godfrey,Assistant
Asst. Director
Mrs.
Direc6 Weeks—12
tor Years
Mon-Fri
6:30am –Years
6:00pm
6 Weeks—12
Mon-Fri 301-371-0360
6:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net
301-371-0360
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net

Reaching out to help people to know
God through Jesus Christ.
Equipping people to love God through
the community of faith.
Sending people to serve God
throughout the world.

May 18, 2019

$10 per Person

Menu:
Orange-Dijon
Pork Loin,
Baked Potato,
Salad, Rolls,
Dessert

We will start with appetizers at the home of Connie & Gary
Bell. Salad and main course will be hosted at individual
homes. Then we will come together in the Parish House
for dessert. Please RSVP on the sign-up sheet in the
Narthex or call the church office. Indicate if you will provide
an appetizer, dessert, or if you are willing to host one of the
dinner homes.

5:30pm
Appetizers

Home of Connie & Gary Bell

6:30pm
Dinner

Various Locations

8:00pm
Dessert

Parish House

