No matter where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here. Because Jesus has taught
us to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and to love our
neighbors as ourselves we declare Christ Reformed UCC to be an Open and Affirming
church. We invite people of every race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity
and expression, age, marital status, economic circumstance, and physical and mental ability
into the worship, rites & sacraments, fellowship, and leadership of our church.
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August folklore from
Called to Care…..
If the first week of
August is unusually
warm, the coming
winter will be snowy
and long.
We'll see!

Enjoy the final days of summer.
From Called to Care

Last year Diana Corl, Jane Staley and Nancy vom Lehn did a stellar job
planning and coordinating our celebration of the 200th anniversary of the
building of our sanctuary. Events throughout 2018 helped us look back at
the special and sacred place our sanctuary has had in the lives of our
members and friends and in the life of our community. The celebration also
encouraged us to think ahead of how this building will continue to be an
anchor for our faith and worship in the future.
In 2020 we will arrive at another anniversary: the 275th anniversary of
the formation of our church. While the earliest records are not absolutely
definitive, it is believed a joint German Reformed and Lutheran
congregation, made up of German settlers, began meeting in 1745. The
original site was located on Bidle Road, a couple miles west of where the
church stands now.
In 1995 we had a year-long celebration of the 250th anniversary of that
founding of our congregation. Among the events were a worship service (in
German!) on the site of our original church building and a procession to our
current location, a worship service and banquet at which Rev. Dr. Paul
Sherry, the President of the United Church of Christ at that point, was our
honored guest, and the publication of a detailed history of our church
written by Paul Fogle.
If such anniversaries are worth noting and celebrating, what ought to be
our celebration this time around? We honored our “space” last year. How
do we honor our “place” in history in the coming year? One idea is to use
Paul Fogle’s book as a starting point and look at the historical markers of the
last quarter century. What have been the achievements and challenges of
the last 25 years? The list would certainly include our resettling of refugees
(a father and daughter from Viet Nam and two young men from Liberia), the
establishment of the Children’s Center, our strong participation in the
Honduras Project and our regular mission trips, the fire in the sanctuary in
2010 and our becoming an Open and Affirming church in 2018. There are
other markers we might name. We could ask people in the congregation to
offer written reflections on those events.
And as we use the occasion to look back I think it would be interesting
and helpful also to look forward, to ask folks to envision the next quarter
century. What will Christ Reformed UCC look like when we hit 300 years?
It’s clear the changes in culture, technology and traditions will alter who we
are and what we do in the days ahead. It is inevitable that worship,
education and community will be different in the coming decades, but if
there is something eternally true and important at the heart of what gathers
(Continued on page 2)

Marki ngs (cont.)
us together these days how will that inform and shape our common life going forward? If church
is not simply a place of personal retreat, how will we engage the world in the issues that confront
us all?
That’s just one idea of how we recognize and affirm how God has been and will be present in
and through CRUCC. I invite you to put your creativity to work and come up with others. It is
easy to take for granted what has brought us to this point, but at a time when the cultural
supports for faith communities are diminishing we need to be intentional about recognizing and
affirming those things that will help ensure our congregation’s vitality and faithful witness in the days to come.

Notes
Children and Youth Sunday School Kick-Off

Heritage Day Volunteers Needed: Sept. 28

Our 2019-2020 Sunday School year starts September
1. All children and youth rising into kindergarten through
12th grade are invited to join with their peers each
Sunday from 9:15-10:15 to grow as disciples and
together as the church (as always, the nursery is open
for children infant through 4 yrs.). It’s not just about
reading Bible stories; it’s about living together as God’s
people, the Body of Christ. So we just aren’t complete
unless you are there. Our K/1/2 class, 3/4/5 class and
MS/HS class will be blessed by your presence.

We need your help to show Middletown that Christ
Reformed UCC is A Great Church for Families, Just
Around the Corner. Once again, we will offer many of
the activities and services that the community has come
to love and rely on. We need volunteers to help with
serving lunch, staffing the moonbounce and cleaning up
at the end of the festival. Whatever your level of interest,
there is a way that you can contribute: please contact the
church office at 301-371-6610.

Cemetery Records Database

Are you ready to take control of your
money? Financial Peace University (FPU) is a nine-lesson
course designed to help you build a budget, dump debt,
grow your wealth, and leave money stress behind! Each
lesson, taught by Dave Ramsey and his team of financial
experts, is based on biblical wisdom and common sense.
In your FPU group, you’ll be motivated and encouraged
by others just like you! You are encouraged to take this
course with your spouse or partner. You can register
online at https://www.fpu.com/1091379. This course will
be coordinated and hosted by Andrew & Tiffany Corl.
Contact
Andrew
Corl
at
240-675-1268
or
amc21769@gmail.com for more info. The cost of the class
is $149 per couple. If the cost is a concern for you, please
contact us so we can try to work something out to help
you. We want to help as many as we can get a hold of
their finances and experience financial peace. Classes will
be held in the Coffee Hour Space from 7pm to 8:30pm on
Tuesdays starting Sept 10th and running through Nov.
5th.

The records of our church’s cemetery date back over
two centuries.
The records have been kept in
spreadsheets and handwritten index cards. Over the last
few years the church’s Cemetery Board has worked hard
to create a software database of cemetery plot
records. The software will better allow for central
storage of information, selling of plots, updating the
records, aiding in identification, and responding to
queries of loved ones.
The link, https://

link.zixcentral.com/u/6423ed5d/
EsinXWeM6RGxg_4j8Y9C_g?u=https%3A%2F%
2Fgravediscover.com%2Fchrist-reformed-ucc-middletown
-cemetery-middletown-md, will be posted on the church’s
website. When you enter a name the software will place
a locating pin on an aerial view of the cemetery. Hover
your cursor over the pin and select for additional
information. There are other options for searching
available on the site as well.
Jay House and Susan Keller have been tirelessly
validating the inputs to the new software database and
working with the software developer. There are over
8000 plots in the cemetery at various stages, e.g.
purchased, occupied, and available and records for over
200 plus years. All efforts were made to be as accurate
as possible, some inaccuracies maybe noted. Should
inaccuracies be noted, please email them to the church
office
for
verification
and
correction
at
christreformeducc@comcast.net. Many thanks go out to
Jay and Susan for bringing the cemetery records into the
21st century!

Financial Freedom

Conversation on Church Membership
If you have been thinking about joining CRUCC or
would just like to know more about our church and
ministries, you are invited to a conversation on church
membership. It will take place on Wednesday, August
14th at 7:00pm in the Parish House. Childcare can be
arranged if that would be helpful. If you are interested in
attending please speak to Mark.

Plan You r Calendar

THE

+ CLUB

Lunch, Bingo & Fellowship

When: September 12th
(every other month on the 2nd Thursday)

Where: Coffee Hour Area
Time: Noon - 2:00pm

Peach Sunday

Anyone age 80+ is welcome.
Spouses not 80+ will be "grandfathered" in.
Everyone brings a sandwich. Called to Care will
furnish beverage & dessert. We will have lunch
followed by Bingo and social time. Bingo
winners will receive small prizes. Please
respond to the church office if you are
interested in joining The 80+ Club.

Following the
10:30 Service

Aug. 11, 2019

Dutch Wonderland
August 10th

August 25th
Brunswick City Pool

5pm-6pm
BYOP (Bring your own picnic)
6pm-8pm
Swimming

MORE DETAILS COMING SOON!

Plan You r Calendar (cont)

Guys Night Out
Brewer’s Alley

(Carpool Available)

August 27 @ 6:30pm

We’ll enjoy some good food and fellowship.
If you plan to attend please email Debbie at

debbielbruns@comcast.net.

Homewood Monthly Luncheon

Friday, August 16 @ 12:00pm
7407 Willow Road, Frederick

Please RSVP to Diana Corl at
dwcorl39@comcast.net by July 17th.

Blessing of the Backpacks

If you or your child is a student, teacher
or other school employee we invite you
to join us for this special part of worship
on September 1st. Bring a backpack,
briefcase or other symbol of your work
or study and we’ll join in praying God’s
blessings for the coming year.

Wednesday Mornings @
7:00AM
Mountain View Diner
with Pastor Mark

Book Club

Our Book Club will be discussing The
Great Alone by Kristin Hannah on
Wednesday, August 28th. We will be
meeting at 11:30am at Fratelli’s (back room).

Craft Night

Our next craft night will be on Friday, August
16th at 6:00pm in the Social Room. Any and
all crafters are welcome: scrapbookers, card
makers, needlecrafts, etc. Please RSVP to
Beth Scott at 301-788-3524 or
BethOScott@aol.com.

“Devos in the Park” (Eat, Pray, Play)

For Youth 5th Grade & Younger
Tuesdays through August 20th
5:30pm until 7pm
Middletown Memorial Park
Aug. 6 Friendships
Aug. 13 Self-confidence
Aug. 20 Patience

Meagan, Leader
Kathleen, Leader
Tracy, Leader

Notes from Kathleen
Things to Remember:
“No man ever injured his eyesight by looking on the bright side of things.”
“Not everything that is faced can be changed, but nothing can be changed until it is faced.”
Church Bulletin Oops!
These actually appeared in church bulletins or were announced in services:
 “Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale. It’s a chance to get rid of those things not worth keeping around
the house. Bring your husbands.”
 “The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the congregation would lend him their electric girdles for the pancake
breakfast next Sunday.”

Women’s Study Group
Wednesdays
5-6:30pm
Please sign up in the narthex. It will be women discussing
women. It should be fun and there will not be a massive
amount of reading, so join us. We are hoping that we can
split leading the discussions amongst ourselves. Lessons will
be prepared ahead of time and someone will just lead the
group when we meet the next week on that particular topic.
August 7—Contentment
August 14—Hope
August 21—Friendship (Ruth and Naomi)

Christmas Program

As you know I like to plan ahead and,
yes, I have Christmas on the brain. It will
sneak up on us before we know it! So I
am giving you a heads up. I’m planning a
children’s and youth Christmas program in
which I’m hoping all the children will
participate. I am bringing it up now because I will need to start
gathering objects (Christmas ornaments) and I’ll need your help.
I have posted a list of the ornaments that I need on the bulletin
board in the main hallway. If you can lend any of them to us for
the program just sign your name by the one(s) you can provide.
(This will help us make sure we get the right ornaments back to
their owners) Thanks!

Attention ladies: sometimes we downplay our roles in society, so I want to remind us how important we are
and have always been. For the next several months I hope to get you interested in looking at your Bible a little
closer and reading about these women and seeing how they played their parts, just as we have our parts to
play today. This month let me introduce you to Abigail and Deborah:
Abigail was married to a man named Nabal. She became the third wife to King David. She was considered
intelligent and beautiful. Nabal was considered a “surly and mean man”. She saves him and his household from
David’s wrath by pleading for David to have mercy on him, because , he is, as his name means “a Fool”. Read 1 Samuel 25.
Deborah known for her wisdom and her courage. She was a judge, a military strategist, a poet and a prophet. She was 1 of
only 4 women designated in the Hebrew Bible as a prophet. Read about her war strategy in the Book of Judges chapters 4

and 5.

Commu ni ty Ou treach
Linda Keller Delauter grew up at CRUCC. She was tragically killed two decades ago,
but her life is remembered and honored each year through a golf tournament in her
memory. Her husband, Charlie, established the tournament to benefit community
causes. For the last 10 years it has raised over $250,000 to benefit the work of the
Religious Coalition for Emergency Human Needs. The Coalition shelters homeless
families and individuals, provides life-saving prescriptions for the uninsured and
coordinates emergency services for people in Frederick County.
This year’s
tournament will take place at Beaver Creek County Club on September 11. The event
includes lunch, dinner, golf and awards. For more information contact Sara Ryan at
the Coalition at sryan@RCEHN.org or 301-631-2670 ext 117.

Commu ni ty Ou treach (cont.)
Simply visit https://smile.amazon.com/ch/520610448 and start shopping!

Christ Reformed receives a portion of
EVERY purchase.

School Supplies Needed

BLOOD DRIVE
8:00am—1:30pm

Middletown Valley
People Helping People
Please place backpacks, school supplies and/or gift
cards in the Yellow Bin in the Narthex
before August 14th
OR drop off to
Middletown United Methodist Church
August 15th from 3:00-6:00 PM

Chi ldren Center News

The School age class visited Hershey Park
and everyone had a blast!

Arou nd the Congregati on
August 4
August 11
August 18
August 25
August 4
August 11
August 18
August 25

ACOLYTES

Isabella Robey
Kai Austin
Davis Phillips
Logan McCartney

CHILDREN’S STORY

Kathleen Rogers
Davis Phillips
Edward & Nicole Fontaine
Gregg & Sarah Petermann

Psalmist

August 4
August 11
August 18
August 25

Connor McNeil
Clark Zecher
Isaac Cummings
Morgan Bruns

JUNE 2019
June
June
June
June
June

8:15 am

2 Picnic
9
16
23
30

57
60
60
62

102

August 4
August 11
August 18
August 25

ALTAR FLOWERS

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS

August 4
August 11
August 18
August 25

Wendy & Mike Campbell
Parish Life
Anne & David Grieger
Discipleship Board

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS

August 4
August 11
August 18
August 25

Anne Grieger
Robyn Bramhall
Nancy vom Lehn
Gail Johnson

August 4
August 11
August 18
August 25

10:30 am
132
111
68
58

August 4
August 11
August 18
August 25

June Average— 142 2019 Average—154

LAYREADERS

Judy Brandenburg
Paul FInk
Nancy vom Lehn
Bunny Cramer

USHERS

Team 2
Team 3
Team 4
Team 5

SOUND TECHNICIANS

August 4
August 11
August 18
August 25

JULY 2019

July
July
July
July

TBD
Diana Corl
Wendy Campbell
Gail Johnson

8:15 am
10:30 am
7
55
81
14
52
74
21
43
70
28 Combined Service
113

Nick Fink
Chris Johnson
Tony Verdi
Nicole Fontaine

The church office will be
closing at NOON on Fridays
during the month of August.

July Average—122 2019 Average—150

Operati ng Fi nances
2019 Operating Finances Year-to-Date – JUNE 30, 2019

Operating

Actual
Income
$181,706.17

Budgeted
Expenses
$199,021.14

Actual
Expenses
$184,661.16

Variant
-$2,954.99

Children’s Center

$391,603.97

$335,586.18

$329,454.95

$62,149.02

Global

$573,310.14

$534,607.32

$514,116.11

$59,194.03

Christ Reformed
United Church of Christ
Rev. Mark Wakefield, Pastor
Contemporary Worship 8:15am
Sunday School for All Ages 9:15am
Traditional Worship 10:30am
Coffee Hour following 10:30 Worship

12 South Church Street
P.O. Box 333
Middletown , Maryland 21769

christreformeducc@comcast.net
www.christreformeducc.org

Non Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
PERMIT 2202
Frederick, Maryland 21701

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Church Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 9:00am-3:00pm
301-371-6610
Fax: 301-371-6912
Christ Church Children’s Center

Childcare
Mrs.
Missy Payne,
Payne, Director
Director
Ms. Missy
Mrs.Jesi
JesiBell-Godfrey,
Bell-Godfrey,Assistant
Asst. Director
Mrs.
Direc6 Weeks—12
tor Years
Mon-Fri
6:30am –Years
6:00pm
6 Weeks—12
Mon-Fri 301-371-0360
6:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net
301-371-0360
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net

Reaching out to help people to know
God through Jesus Christ.
Equipping people to love God through
the community of faith.
Sending people to serve God
throughout the world.

Join us as we partner with Holy Family, Middletown United Methodist (MUMC),
and Zion Lutheran for a community-wide day of service in the valley.

There is a project for everyone—get involved and lend a helping hand!
Sign up link coming soon.
For more information, please contact Renee Brandenburg-Huffer.

8:30am
Volunteer Kick off Meeting (at CRUCC)
9am-1pm
Projects (Various Locations)
1pm
Volunteer Lunch (at CRUCC)

