No matter where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here. Because Jesus has taught
us to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and to love our
neighbors as ourselves we declare Christ Reformed UCC to be an Open and Affirming
church. We invite people of every race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity
and expression, age, marital status, economic circumstance, and physical and mental ability
into the worship, rites & sacraments, fellowship, and leadership of our church.
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BLOOD DRIVE
8:00am—1:30pm

“That’s a big corn plant!,” she said looking at the sizeable specimen beside
my desk. She was not the first to label it as such. “Yes, it is a big plant,” I said,
“but it’s not a corn plant.” “What is it?,” she asked. “You tell me and we’ll both
know,” I replied.
The plant sitting beside my desk is a “baby” taken from the original plant
that sat in my grandmother’s house nearly a century ago. My mom inherited the
original plant and my sister later became the next member of the family to keep
watch. Each of my siblings has one in their home.
The thing is that no one quite knows what it is. We all have names for it:
Spider Lily. White Ghost Lily. Some have said it’s a version of an orchid. For
many, many years my mom’s never bloomed. Neither did the “babies” we had.
They were durable, but not particularly notable.
In July 2012, while visiting my brother and sister-in-law in North Carolina to
celebrate their daughter’s wedding, the first grandkids’ wedding my parents
were able to attend, we witnessed theirs blooming for the very first time. We
took it as a good omen for the newlyweds. We returned home and I noticed a
slender stalk growing from the center of my plant. Within a week it also
bloomed for the first time. Maybe it was a good omen for all of us.
The blooming took on added significance for us when within just a few
months my mom’s health declined and she died at the end of September. All
those events merged together for us. The joyful last gathering of my whole
family. The touching image of my parents dancing at the reception. The
anxious days that soon followed. The grateful, but grief-filled remembering at
my Mom’s death. Somehow the blooming of the plant embodied all those
emotions.
It’s July again. I’m not sure if my plant will begin to push up a stalk on
which a collection of delicate, lightly fragranced flowers will sit, but I’ll be
watching. I still don’t know what to call it, but I know it reminds me of people,
places and events that are basic to my identity.
Occasionally the church bursts into blossom as well. For a long time it may
sit there, seemingly dormant, lacking color, lacking fragrance. We water it and
tend it, yet there is nothing remarkable about it. But when the time is right, in
God’s time, perhaps when we need it most it flowers and we are reminded of
who we are and to whom we belong, where we come from and what we are
called to be.
Like the plant in my office you can give the church whatever name you
want: CRUCC, a Keeper of Tradition, an Agent for Social Change, the Body of
Christ, a Collection of Saints and Sinners. In the end it is a place and a people
who embody a memory and a hope that centers us in what is real and what is
true. It is a place that holds our lives together. Let us water it, let us tend it
and let us keep watch for the blossoms.

Notes
SEARCH COMMITTEE
Interim Search Committee Members:
Ed Link (Chair), Tracy Brown, Bob, Sheffler, Terry Sparks
Senior Pastor Search Committee Members:
Jesi Bell-Godfrey (Chair), Pat Joy, Kevin Martin,
Amanda Murphy, JB Phillips, Jenny Powell,
Mike Remsburg.
Spiritual Advisers: Ed Higginbottom and David Greiger
We will be meeting with our Associate Conference
Minister, Rev. Audrey Price in July to discuss the UCC
Search and Call Process.
 Search Committee Commissioning Ceremonies will
take place during both services on Sunday, July
28th.


FALL Sunday School
Kathleen has been looking for ways to get people actively
involved. We are in critical need of Sunday School teachers
this fall for Pre-k through 2, and 3-5th. Since this is Sunday
School time for adults as well, she is asking for those who do
not attend SS to please step up and help to be sure that we
do not lose SS time for our little ones. “If we do not teach
them, who will?” Deuteronomy tell us

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your strength. These commandments that I give
you today are to be on your hearts. Impress them on your
children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when
you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you
get up. Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on
your foreheads. Write them on the doorframes of your houses
and on your gates.” – Deuteronomy 6:4-9.
Spending time in the Word with your kids doesn’t have to
involve flannel graphs and songs with choreography. In fact,
in Deuteronomy we are taught that God simply wants us to
keep His Word at the forefront of our family life – as we walk
and talk and go to sleep and wake up again. We are to teach
them, we are to lead them. Will you help?

Summer Stewardship
We hope your summer plans provide plenty of time for
rest and renewal. While you are vacationing, however, we
hope you keep in mind that the church’s expenses do not
take time off.
Salaries, utilities, insurance and mission
commitments are year-round realities. We appreciate your
continuing support of the church through your pledges and
offerings!

CRUCC Notes
Pastor Mark sends out weekly emails that highlight
upcoming events, news, etc.
If you are not currently
receiving these emails and would like to, please contact the
church office. Also, if you would prefer to receive the notes
at a different email address than the one we use, please let
us know.

Devos in the Park
Every Tuesday, from July 2nd—August

20th, youth, ages 5th grade and younger
and their families are invited to bring their
own dinner and have devotional and some
play time. We will be meeting in the area
where we have Sunrise service. We are
hoping that this will bring out people who
feel uncomfortable in the church setting and that they will get
to know us. So, bring a friend or two or three… The more
the merrier. We will distribute our kindness rocks around the
park. Note that we are in need of someone to lead the August
20th gathering. All materials will be provided. Please contact
Kathleen if you are interested.

On-Line Giving
On-line giving, using a credit card, Debit card or ACH
payment method, is now available via our website at https://
crucc.org/online-giving/. You can make a general

contribution, a memorial gift, a capital gift, a gift to the FISH
Fund or to a special offering. Those tax-deductible gifts will
be credited directly to your individual giving record kept by
our financial secretaries, Paul Fink and Nancy vom Lehn. You
can also pay for altar flowers or purchase tickets to upcoming
church events. You can direct your gift, which can be onetime only or recurring, to several accounts. To pay for special
events, such as the Keys game, use the Special Events
category on the drop-down line of the payment link. When
you enter the payment information you can use the memo
line to note what the payment is for. Note: You are still

asked to contact the person organizing the event to
let them know you have paid for a ticket. The gifts are
given through a secure site maintained by VANCO, the
trusted payment system used by over 40,000 churches,
schools and other non-profits. There is a fee with each
transaction one makes online. The church is charged 3% of
the gift for each credit card or debit card contribution and
1.5% for each ACH. When you make the gift you will have
the option to pay that fee by increasing your gift by cost of
the fee. The site will automatically calculate those fees.

Conversation on Church Membership
If you have been thinking about joining CRUCC or would
just like to know more about our church and ministries, you
are invited to a conversation on church membership. It will
take place on Wednesday, July 10th at 7:00pm in the
Parish House. Childcare can be arranged if that would be
helpful. If you are interested in attending, please speak to
Mark.

Updated Emails Needed
We are getting ready to launch
Realm, our new web based software.
You will be able to update your
profile information, track your giving
and more. Details will be coming
soon.
But to prepare us for a
successful launch, we need updated emails. Please email
Debbie in the church office at debbielbruns@comcast.net
with the email you would like us to use.

Annu al Chu rch Pi cni c
Over 100 family and friends attended our 7th annual all-church picnic and worship service on June 2nd.
Due to the weather, we moved the event back to the church. It was a great day of fun, food and fellowship. The children participated in fun activities sponsored by the Christian Education Board. Thank you
to everyone that made this event a great success...the Worship Team for an inspired service, the Parish
Life Board for a great picnic, the Christian Ed Board for the engaging and creative games for the kids,
and the volunteers who helped with set-up and clean-up.

Commu ni ty Ou treach

Simply visit https://smile.amazon.com/ch/52-0610448
and start shopping!

Christ Reformed receives a portion of
EVERY purchase.
Garrett County Mission Trip Fundraiser
Besides our mission team’s housing and food costs, Garrett
County Habitat charges each volunteer $175 for materials
and support. Not everyone at CRUCC is able to go on the
trip, but we all have a chance to help those who are giving
their time and skills to build housing for at-risk western
Maryland residents. You can become a “shareholder” in the
trip by buying a quarter share of “stock” for $15, a half
share for $25 or a full share for $50. Besides the good
feeling of materially supporting the mission team you will
also get a special invitation to a thank
you lunch for CRUCC members,
friends and shareholders on Sunday,
August 25th. Look for mission team
members selling shares after worship.

Garden of Hope
The Garden of Hope (GoH) in Jocotenango, Guatemala is a program
aimed at providing Guatemalan children and youth with green and safe
spaces where they can connect with nature, develop life skills and
simply enjoy being children. In a country where youth are often
tempted or forced to be in gangs and there is little support for education
this enterprise is providing a critical alternative. This past year our
Catoctin Association of UCC churches voted to establish a relationship
with GoH. We hope to support their work by raising funds and,
possibly, sending a work team to Guatemala to help GoH improve their
small campus. Salina Duncan, the director of GoH, will be visiting with
CRUCC during the Sunday School hour on Sunday, July 14th, to talk
about the important work they are
doing. Come hear about this mission to
which we are being invited to be a part.

Chi ldren Center News
Introducing the CCCC Pre-K Class of 2019 who graduated on Thursday June 13th. They performed 15 songs for their
family and friends with the assistance of Ms. Terry!

Plan You r Calendar

Guys Night Out
Braddock Inn

Homewood Monthly Luncheon

Friday, July 19 @ 12:00pm

July 23rd @ 6:30pm

7407 Willow Road, Frederick

We’ll enjoy some good food and fellowship.
If you plan to attend please email Debbie at

Please RSVP to Diana Corl at
dwcorl39@comcast.net by July 17th.

debbielbruns@comcast.net.

Wednesday Mornings @
7:00AM
Mountain View Diner
with Pastor Mark

Ladies Only "Chill Night”

Blueberry Sundae

July 14, 2019
Following the
10:30 Service

Texas Roadhouse
Saturday, July 20th @ 6pm

Come and enjoy fellowship and food. add your
name to the signup sheet in the Narthex by 7/17.

Hagerstown
July 27th from 3-5pm

A New Worship Experience for Children!

Kids pre-school to high school are invited to
participate in our new liturgical dance program
led by Maryjane Line. No prior dance experience
necessary.
Younger children will learn
movements and basic dance skills as the group
prepares pieces that will be incorporated into
our worship program. Dancers and parents will
have an brief informational meeting after the
second service on Sunday, July 7th. Please add
your name to the sign up sheet on the bulletin
board. If you are
unable to attend the
meeting, Maryjane
will contact you
directly.

Bring a friend. Cost $25 for 2 hours of bouncing fun.
There is a waiver that has to be signed, you can do
that on line. We will meet there. Please add your
name to the sign up sheet on the bulletin board .

Book Club

Our Book Club will meet at the Main Cup
on Wednesday, July 24th at 11:30am to
discuss: The Gown by Jennifer Robson.

Craft Night

Our next craft night will be on Friday, July 19th at
6:00pm in the Social Room. Any and all crafters
are welcome: scrapbookers, card makers,
needlecrafts, etc. Please RSVP to Beth Scott at
301-788-3524 or BethOScott@aol.com.

Notes from Kathleen
Kids Say the Darndest:
A father was at the beach with his children, when the 4 year old ran up to him and
grabbed his hand, led him to the shore where a seagull lay dead in the sand. “Daddy,
what happened to him? The son asked. “He died and went to heaven,” the Dad replied.
The little boy thought for a moment and then said, “Did God throw him back down?”
SIGN AT A CONFERENCE: For anyone who has children and doesn’t know it, there is a day care on
the 1st floor.

Lion King

Starts showing on July 21. We are
planning a family time after church to
go see it as a group. Stay tuned for
more details!

MS/HS Youth Meeting

On Sunday, July 21, there
will be another meeting
for youth and parents at
9:15 in the youth room.
We had some great ideas
at our meeting in June, so
let’s get started on them.
It is time to finalize what
our contribution to the
church will be.

Women’s Study Group
Starting July 17th
5-6:30pm
Please sign up in the narthex. . It will be women discussing
women. It should be fun and there will not be a massive amount
of reading, so join us. We are hoping that we can split leading
the discussions amongst ourselves. Lessons will be prepared
ahead of time and someone will just lead the group when we
meet the next week on that particular topic.
Week 1—Wisdom (Abigail) Kathleen
Week 2—Beauty
Week 3—Purpose/Calling (Esther)
Week 4—Contentment
Week 5—Hope
Week 6—Friendship (Ruth and Naomi)

Dutch Wonderland
Lancaster PA

August 10th

Tickets for groups are ranging from
$29.99 to $34.99. Please sign up in the
narthex no later than July 28th. We will
leave the church parking lot at 11am.
Arrive there around 1pm, play until 4pm
and head home. Back in church parking
lot by 6pm.

Thank You Note
Just a short note to thank you for the beautiful cards and well wishes I received after my recent
surgery. Your support and encouragement has made for an easy and comfortable recovery. I
continue to grow stronger with each day. Thank you, also, for your continued prayers for my Mom,
Anne. She is doing well, considering all that she has to deal with. My church family means the
world to me. I am blessed to call you my friends.
~Sue Wickless

Arou nd the Congregati on

July 7
July 14
July 21
July 28
July 7
July 14
July 21
July 28
July 7
July 14
July 21
July 28

ACOLYTES

Joanna Miller
Kai Austin
TBD
Clark Zecker

CHILDREN’S STORY

Tracey Brown
Joe Kroener
Lorena Zecher
Isabella Robey

Psalmist

Maryjane Line
Scott Fogle
Davis Phillips
Nate Miller

July 7
July 14
July 21
July 28
July 7
July 14
July 21
July 28

ALTAR FLOWERS

Susan Keller
TBD
Debbie Locke
TBD

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS

Amanda & Ryan Murphy
Parish Life
Sandy Oliynyk

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS

July 7
July 14
July 21
July 28

The church office
will be closing at
NOON on Fridays
during the months of
July and August.

Angie Stillisano
Melissa Estes
Sarah Petermann
Myesha Jackson-White

LAYREADERS

July 7
July 14
July 21
July 28

Beth Mummert
Laura Fontaine
Gail Johnson
Wendy Campbell

USHERS

July 7
July 14
July 21
July 28

Memorial
Terry Foor died on May 25, 2019.
A service celebrating his life was held on
June 15, 2019

Baptisms
Jacob Jeremy Payne Bullock, son of Cara
& Jeremy, was baptized on June 9, 2019.

Blessing
William Lewis Goldman, son of Cassie &
Dan, was blessed on June 9, 2019.

July 7
July 14
July 21
July 28

Team 4
Team 5
Team 6
Team 1

SOUND TECHNICIANS

Nick Fink
Chris Johnson
Tony Verdi
Nicole Fontaine

Operati ng Fi nances
2019 Operating Finances Year-to-Date – MAY 31, 2019

Operating

Actual
Income
$148,070.45

Budgeted
Expenses
$165,850.95

Actual
Expenses
$152,302.69

Variant
-$4,232.24

Children’s Center

$336,637.33

$279,655.15

$272,888.71

$63,748.62

Global

$484,707.78

$445,506.10

$425,191.40

$59,516.38

Christ Reformed
United Church of Christ

12 South Church Street
P.O. Box 333
Middletown , Maryland 21769

Rev. Mark Wakefield, Pastor
Contemporary Worship 8:15am
Sunday School for All Ages 9:15am
Traditional Worship 10:30am
Coffee Hour following 10:30 Worship

Non Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
PERMIT 2202
Frederick, Maryland 21701

christreformeducc@comcast.net
www.christreformeducc.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Church Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 9:00am-3:00pm
301-371-6610
Fax: 301-371-6912
Christ Church Children’s Center

Childcare
Mrs.
Missy Payne,
Payne, Director
Director
Ms. Missy
Mrs.Jesi
JesiBell-Godfrey,
Bell-Godfrey,Assistant
Asst. Director
Mrs.
Direc6 Weeks—12
tor Years
Mon-Fri
6:30am –Years
6:00pm
6 Weeks—12
Mon-Fri 301-371-0360
6:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net
301-371-0360
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net

Reaching out to help people to know
God through Jesus Christ.
Equipping people to love God through
the community of faith.
Sending people to serve God
throughout the world.

“Devos in the Park” (Eat, Pray, Play)
For Youth 5th Grade & Younger

Tuesdays, July 2-August 20th 5:30pm until 7pm
Middletown County Park Playground
July 2
July 9
July 16
July 23
July 30
Aug. 6
Aug. 13
Aug. 20

PatienceSharing
Reset/calm down
Problem solve
Overwhelmed?
Friendships
Self-confidence
Patience

Amanda, Leader
Meagan, Leader
Stephanie, Leader
Kathleen, Leader
Jenny, Leader
Kathleen, Leader
Kathleen, Leader
TBD, Leader

See Article on Page 2 for more details

