No matter where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here. Because Jesus has taught
us to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and to love our
neighbors as ourselves we declare Christ Reformed UCC to be an Open and Affirming
church. We invite people of every race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity
and expression, age, marital status, economic circumstance, and physical and mental ability
into the worship, rites & sacraments, fellowship, and leadership of our church.
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"Goodbye August!
Thank you and Welcome September.
May God bless us with good
health, peace, love and joy."

Called to Care

Je me souviens. The motto of Quebec was on every license plate when
we visited there last week. Trying to recall my two years of high school
French and a couple of visits to the land of croissants I did a mental search
for a translation. I finally gave up, did the 21st century thing and Googled it.
I quickly found the meaning is what I hadn’t been able to do; “I remember.”
Only the remembering on the plate is not referring to vocabulary, but to
identity.
Canada has an especially complicated history of governance and the
people in that northeast part of the nation remember France as their source
of identity, not the British. So the meaning of Quebec’s motto suggests a
holding onto traditions, memories, language and lineage. They say “We will
never forget who we are because it is who we always were.”
People who come to our church service may be as baffled by the words
of our worship as I was by the Quebec license plates. Sacristy. Narthex.
Doxology. Scripture. I can imagine more than a few visitors to CRUCC have
done a smartphone search for a translation just as I did last week.
But the more difficult translation for people who come to church may be
the ordinary words we use like success and greatness and wealth. The world
has simple definitions of those terms, ones we carry with us all the time. We
don’t need Google to translate them for us. Success is achievement,
greatness is acclaim and wealth is measured in the coin of the realm.
For his followers, however, Jesus taught that those words hold a different
meaning. Success, greatness and wealth take on a countercultural shape
when viewed through the lens of Jesus’ stories. “The first shall be last.” “Go,
sell what you have and give it to the poor.” “Those who lose their life for my
sake will save it.”
It takes more than Google to understand those
translations. It takes being part of a community who wrestles with and revels
in their power.
Each year as summer comes to a close I feel compelled to make the case
for you to be an active part of the congregation after the summer hiatus
many take. I try to encourage us to make participating in the worship,
education, mission and fellowship of the congregation a priority because,
Lord knows, there are lots of voices making precisely the opposite case. I do
so not to fill pews, but to fill lives. I do so not to balance our church finances,
but to encourage you, our members and friends, to add balance to your lives.
I do so that together we might be a powerful witness to justice and equality
in an age where those terms seem out of step with convention. I do so that
we might remember, as do the Quebecois, the foundation on which we build
our lives.
Je me souviens. May we all remember and recommit ourselves to the
faith which is the central truth in our lives and the world’s best hope.

Notes
Children and Youth Sunday School Kick-Off

Blessing of the Backpacks

Our 2019-2020 Sunday School year starts September 1. All
children and youth rising into kindergarten through 12 th grade
are invited to join with their peers each Sunday from 9:1510:15 to grow as disciples and together as the church (as
always, the nursery is open for children infant through 4 yrs.).
It’s not just about reading Bible stories; it’s about living
together as God’s people, the Body of Christ. So we just aren’t
complete unless you are there. Our K/1/2 class, 3/4/5 class
and MS/HS class will be blessed by your presence.

If you or your child is a student,
teacher or other school employee we invite
you to join us for this special part of
worship on September 1st. Bring a
backpack, briefcase or other symbol of
your work or study and we’ll join in praying
God’s blessings for the coming year.

Conversation on Church Membership
If you have been thinking about joining CRUCC or would
just like to know more about our church and ministries, you
are invited to a conversation on church membership. It will
take place on Tuesday, September 24th at 7:00pm in the
Parish House. Childcare can be arranged if that would be
helpful. If you are interested in attending please speak to
Mark.

Growing Project
The Field of Hope Growing Project is a joint effort of ten
local churches and is affiliated with Growing Hope
Globally (formerly Foods Resource Bank), an international
organization whose mission is to alleviate world hunger by
globally connecting local communities through agriculture. In
support of this charity, each year farmers who are members of
the 50-plus Growing Projects in more than 20 states donate
the cash obtained from the sale of a portion of the crops they
grow or animals they raise. Members who are not farmers or
ranchers simply donate cash. Any amount you can donate is
welcome. Some people “buy” an acre for $250.00, or a halfacre for $125.00. This year we are supporting a program in
West Africa. This program focuses on the villages of Pièla,
working with participants to raise and consume nutritious food
in an area that often suffers from drought. Training is focused
on conservation agricultural techniques that rebuild soil health
and ultimately allow participants to farm, even when there is a
lack of water. In addition, specific crops, such as Moringa, are
being promoted in order to increase the diversity of nutrients
that the local population consumes. Please use the enclosed
form to support the Growing Project with a contribution during
the months of August and September.

Coffee Sales
For the last few years we have been selling Fair Trade
Coffee to our members and friends. A portion of the sale price
has been used to help care for Weagly House, our mission
house we use in partnership with Advocates for Homeless
Families. Coffee sales have slowed, so we’ll stop selling it after
we clear the remaining inventory. You can purchase ground,
whole bean or pods from Mary Lou Dent on Sunday mornings.
We will continue to use Fair Trade Coffee for our coffee hour.

Craft Night
Our next craft night will be on Friday, September 27th
at 6:00pm in the Social Room. Any and all crafters are
welcome: scrapbookers, card makers, needlecrafts, etc.
Please RSVP to Beth Scott at 301-788-3524 or
BethOScott@aol.com.

Heritage Day Volunteers Needed: Sept. 28
We need your help on Middletown Heritage Day
(Saturday, September 28th) to show Middletown that Christ
Reformed UCC is a Great Church for Families, Just Around the
Corner. We’ll be serving lunch and selling baked goods in our
social room, offering a free moonbounce in front of the Parish
House as well as selling apple dumplings and handing out
church information at a CRUCC booth on Green Street. All
this will require lots of hands! We also need goodies to sell at
the bake table. If you can volunteer a few hours helping
preparing apple dumplings on Friday, give a few hours help
with our activities on Saturday or provide goodies for the
bake table please contact Debbie in the church office at 301371-6610 or debbielbruns@comcast.net.

Central Atlantic Conference Annual Meeting
The Central Atlantic Conference of the UCC will hold its
55th annual meeting on October 4th and 5th at the Marriott
Bethesda North Hotel and Conference Center. There will be
powerful worship, workshops and training events and
fellowship wrapped around the business items of the
conference. If you would like attend as a delegate from our
church or would like to know more about the meeting speak
to Mark. You can find out more about the meeting at the
conference’s website: www.cacucc.org.

Growing in Faith Together Sunday School Update
Our class begins Sunday, Sept 8. We begin promptly
at 9:15 a.m., meeting in the Social Hall. The first six
weeks focus on some New Testament books you may
not have read for a while. The sessions are video
format, led by a scholar at University of North Carolina. The topics are
listed below.


Sept 8: Acts of the Apostles. Our earliest account of the life of the
church.



Sept 15: Paul- The Man, The Mission. Paul moved from being the
greatest persecutor to the greatest apostle of the faith.
Sept 22 Paul and the Crisis of the Church in Corinth. Paul
demonstrates how faith counters the first century church struggles.
Sept 29: Paul’s Ethics. Paul argues that keeping the law has no
bearing on one’s salvation.





Oct 6: The Letter to the Romans. Paul’s most detailed description on
how God used Christ’s death to bring salvation.



Oct 13: Paul, Jesus and James. Many say there are striking
differences in the writings of these three. We will see what you think.

New Member W elcome
Myesha Jackson-White lives in Walkersville, with her mother, Kathleen Rogers, and her brother. She moved
from Mt. Airy to Frederick about 12 years ago. Myesha comes from a large family. Adopted at the age of 5
into a wonderful family she grew up as the only girl with 4 brothers. Being the only girl she grew really close to
her mother, who is her rock and her best friend. A few years ago through Facebook, she was able to
reconnect with some of her biological siblings and this past February she reconnected with the rest of them.
Myesha has 7 brothers and 4 sisters in total and although it’s a little overwhelming at times she wouldn’t trade
them for anything in the world. Myesha works as a House Manager for Unified Community Connections, a non
-profit that provides services to individuals with intellectual and physical disabilities. She also still works part time for Community
Living Inc. Myesha enjoys spending time with her mom, watching shows on Netflix and Hulu, reading and planning dinners for
her mom to make. Myesha comes to us from the United Methodist church. ~Welcome, Myesha!
Kathleen Rogers, who is our Youth and Children’s Minister, has lived in Walkersville for the last five years. Born in Orlando,
Florida she later moved to upstate New York and came to Maryland at the age of 20. She has five beautiful children, four sons
and a daughter. She is a grandmother to three and eagerly anticipates the arrival of another in December. Besides her work at
CRUCC Kathleen is employed by the Frederick County Public Schools as a Special Education Instructional Assistant. Kathleen
enjoys jigsaw puzzle and crosswords, loves music and says her most joyful times come from time with family, game nights and
bowling. Kathleen was raised in the Baptist tradition and joined the Methodist church in her 30s. As a Methodist she was once a
full-time Youth Minister and Certified Lay Speaker of the Baltimore Washington Conference and held the position of Vice
President of United Methodist Women. Kathleen’s greatest joy comes from seeing people unite together in fellowship and
worship. ~Welcome Kathleen!
Emily Mathis and Taylor Magda live in Frederick with their kitties and goldfish. Emily grew up in Fredericksburg, Virginia while
Taylor grew up in Dinwiddle, Virginia. Taylor is a Pre-K teacher at Georgetown Hill Early School in Montgomery Village and Emily
is a Hospice Music Therapist for Seasons Hospice, based in Columbia, MD. Taylor’s hobbies include photography and thrift
shopping, while Emily’s include reading and watching/playing sports when possible. Together they share many hobbies,
including hiking, amusement parks, haunted houses, and, of course, music! Emily grew up as a Methodist and Taylor comes
from a Baptist tradition. They are both so happy to have become a part of our church. ~Welcome, Emily and Taylor!

L-R: Myesha Jackson-White, Kathleen Rogers, Emily Mathis, Taylor Magda

Plan You r Calendar

Guys Night Out
Brewer’s Alley
Carpool Available

September 18 @ 6:30pm

Homewood Monthly Luncheon

Friday, September 20 @ 12:00pm
7407 Willow Road, Frederick

Please RSVP to Diana Corl at
dwcorl39@comcast.net by Sept. 18th

We’ll enjoy some good food and fellowship.
If you plan to attend or would like to carpool,
please email Debbie at

debbielbruns@comcast.net.

THE

+ CLUB

Lunch, Bingo & Fellowship

When: September 12th

Wednesday Mornings @
7:00AM
Mountain View Diner
with Pastor Mark

Book Club

Our Book Club will meet at
Fratelli’s on Wednesday,
September 25th at 11:30am
to discuss: The Last Romantics by Tara
Conklin.

(every other month on the 2nd Thursday)

Where: Coffee Hour Area
Time: Noon - 2:00pm
Anyone age 80+ is welcome. Spouses not 80+ will be
"grandfathered" in. Everyone brings a sandwich and
Called to Care will furnish beverage & dessert. We will
have lunch followed by Bingo and social time. Bingo
winners will be asked to deposit 25 cents in a box with the
proceeds going to the Middletown Food Bank.
Transportation provided if needed. Please respond to the
church office if you are interested in joining The 80+ Club.

Commu ni ty Ou treach

Please join us for an afternoon of fun and fellowship as we gather to thank God for another bountiful harvest.
There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex if you would like to bake a cake to contribute to the cake auction. Cake
holders are available in the church office. Please contact Linda DeLauder at 301-293-3202 for more details.

Sunday, September 29 @ 2:30pm
Growing Project Farm
11720 Wolfsville Road, Myersville, MD

2:30pm Hayride (departs from GCOB)
3:00 PM Service of Thanksgiving
Cake Auction
American & African Food
Scarecrow Making & Games

Commu ni ty Ou treach (cont.)

BLOOD DRIVE
8:00am—1:30pm
Bull Roast Benefit

(Sponsored by The Deep Creek Gang—a group of 12+ couples who have celebrated a
strong commitment to family, friends and community for 20+ years)

Please join us as we raise funds to help offset medical expenses for a
member of the Gang.

October 5th @ 12pm @ Burkittsville Ruritan Club
500 East Main Street, Burkittsville, MD
Pit Beef, Fried Chicken, Maryland Crab Soup, Hot Dogs, Baked Beans,
Coleslaw, Chips, Sweet Tea, Lemonade & Water (BYOB)
Adults (13 & Over) - $20 ⬧ Children 6-12 $10 ⬧ Children Under 6 Free

⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧
To purchase a ticket, please contact Keith Zecher at 240-674-1886
or Julie Frye at 301-639-2565

Mission
Trip
Luncheon
September 8 @ 12:00pm
All members and friends of the
congregation supported our Garrett
County Habitat for Humanity Mission
Team, some with prayers and some with
financial gifts. All members and friends
are invited to a lunch after the second
service on September 8 to thank our
volunteers and our “shareholders” and to
celebrate the work done in Christ’s name.

DONATIONS GRACIOUSLY ACCEPTED

There is a project for everyone—get involved and lend a helping hand!
Sign up online at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4EAAAA2EAAF49-middletown
For more information, please contact Renee Brandenburg-Huffer @ aquatictraining@aol.com.

8:30am

Kick off Meeting (at CRUCC)

9am-1pm Projects (Various Locations)
1pm

Volunteer Lunch (at CRUCC)

Notes from Kathleen
Laugh more... it adds years to your life

Haunted Escape Room
Sunday, Oct. 27th

We will leave church at 12:30 and go to McD’s
for lunch . After we escape the room we will go
have ice cream at DQ. Make check out for $28
payable to CRUCC and in memo line write
Escape room. Please have funds in by Sept. 1.

Youth hosting Coffee Hour
Youth and parents weeding and cleaning up the church grounds.

Dance Group Rehearsal

Open to Kids pre-school to high school
September 1st @ 9:15am
Questions? See Maryjane Line after
worship on Sundays.

Ladies Only "Chill Night”
Cracker Barrel
September 28 @ 6pm

Come and enjoy fellowship and food. add your
name to the signup sheet in the Narthex by 9/25.

Attention ladies: Sometimes we need to be reminded about the important roles we play and have always played in
society. For the next few months I hope to get you interested in looking at some of the women in the Bible and
seeing how they played their parts, parts which sometimes were not so “nice”. This month let me introduce you to
Delilah and Dinah, whose stories can be found in the book of Judges (Delilah) and Genesis (Dinah).
Delilah, a Philistine, was paid a reward of silver by the rulers to find out the source of Samson’s strength. The scriptures say she
pestered him until he was “tired to death.” He finally revealed his secret and was handed over to Israel’s enemy. She definitely
used her womanly wiles to get what she wanted. (from Judges 16)
Dinah, a daughter of Jacob and Leah. was raped by Shechem, the son of Hamor, ruler of the Hivites. Her brothers Simeon and
Levi decided to use their anger to avenge their sister. Check out these chapters to see how all the men of the city paid for one
man’s deed. (from Gen.30 and 34.)

Arou nd the Congregati on
September 1
September 8
September 15
September 22
September 29

ACOLYTES

Davis Phillips
Clark Zecher
Kordell Weedan
Faith Rosner
Aveline Murphy

CHILDREN’S STORY

September 1
September 8
September 15
September 22
September 29
September 1
September 8
September 15
September 22
September 29

Psalmist

ALTAR FLOWERS

September 1
September 8
September 15
September 22
September 29

Bunny Cramer
Bill & Ruth Falconer
Tom & Gertie Mende
Laura & Tony Verdi
Dick Holter

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS

Sandy Oliynyk
Wendy Campbell
Tracy Brown
Joe Kroener
Kathleen Rogers

September 1
September 8
September 15
September 22
September 29

Aveline Murphy
Scott Fogle
Nate Miller
Connor McNeil
Kathleen Rogers

September 1
September 8
September 15
September 22
September 29

Lorena & Keith Zecher
N/A
Christian Ed Board
Mary & Griff Garwood
Cemetery Board

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS

Maryjane Line
Angie Stillisano
Melissa Estes
Ryan Murphy
Myesha Jackson-White

LAYREADERS

AUGUST 2019
August
August
August
August

8:15 am
63
52
54
57

4
11
18
25

10:30 am
86
77
94
99

August Average— 146 2019 Average—150

Weddings

September 1
September 8
September 15
September 22
September 29
September 1
September 8
September 15
September 22
September 29

Dick Burd
Andrew Corl
Keith Zecher
Gregg Petermann
Beth Mummert

USHERS

Team 6
Team 1
Team 2
Team 3
Team 4

SOUND TECHNICIANS

Sarah Foster and Rick Mills
were wed on July 20, 2019.

September 1
September 8
September 15
September 22
September 29

Baptisms
Leroy Mills, son of Sarah & Rick,
was baptized on August 25, 2019.

Nick Fink
Chris Johnson
Tony Verdi
Nicole Fontaine
Nick Fink

Operati ng Fi nances
2019 Operating Finances Year-to-Date – JULY 31, 2019

Operating

Actual
Income
$181,706.17

Budgeted
Expenses
$199,021.14

Actual
Expenses
$184,661.16

Variant
-$2,954.99

Children’s Center

$391,603.97

$335,586.18

$329,454.95

$62,149.02

Global

$573,310.14

$534,607.32

$514,116.11

$59,194.03

Christ Reformed
United Church of Christ
Rev. Mark Wakefield, Pastor
Contemporary Worship 8:15am
Sunday School for All Ages 9:15am
Traditional Worship 10:30am
Coffee Hour following 10:30 Worship

12 South Church Street
P.O. Box 333
Middletown , Maryland 21769

christreformeducc@comcast.net
www.crucc.org

Non Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
PERMIT 2202
Frederick, Maryland 21701

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Church Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 9:00am-3:00pm
301-371-6610
Fax: 301-371-6912
Christ Church Children’s Center

Childcare
Mrs.
Missy Payne,
Payne, Director
Director
Ms. Missy
Mrs.Jesi
JesiBell-Godfrey,
Bell-Godfrey,Assistant
Asst. Director
Mrs.
Direc6 Weeks—12
tor Years
Mon-Fri
6:30am –Years
6:00pm
6 Weeks—12
Mon-Fri 301-371-0360
6:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net
301-371-0360
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net

Reaching out to help people to know
God through Jesus Christ.
Equipping people to love God through
the community of faith.
Sending people to serve God
throughout the world.

Lunch
Green Street Booth
Moon Bounce
Apple Dumplings
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED!!
PLEASE SIGN UP TO HELP

