No matter where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here. Because Jesus has taught
us to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and to love our
neighbors as ourselves we declare Christ Reformed UCC to be an Open and Affirming
church. We invite people of every race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity
and expression, age, marital status, economic circumstance, and physical and mental ability
into the worship, rites & sacraments, fellowship, and leadership of our church.
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"Thanksgiving is a time to give, a
time to love, and a time to reflect on
the things that matter most in life."
Have a wonderful Thanksgiving.

Several years ago our church became the transfer spot for the Meals on
Wheels program in Middletown. Each weekday 2 meals are prepared in
Frederick for folks in our community who struggle to provide nutritious meals
for themselves. The hot lunch and cold dinner are delivered by volunteers
from our church and the wider community.
The meals are delivered to the church in a pair of large coolers. There are
actually two sets of coolers. After the meals are delivered to clients in
Middletown the volunteers return the coolers to the church. The next morning
volunteers deliver the meals to our church and pick up the empty set from the
day before. Those become the delivery vessels for the next day’s food.
Simple, right? The problem is that the coolers became a bit of an obstacle
for the 75 families who come each day to drop off and pick up their children
from our Children’s Center. Obviously space in our narthex is at a premium, so
where could we put them that would be convenient for the drivers? The
Parish House would be out of the way and the coffee hour space would involve
a lot of extra steps. Someone suggested the sanctuary, but would a couple of
large blue weather and time beaten plastic coolers raise eye brows? I could
hear the question: “There must be a place that’s a little less, ahem, obtrusive,
isn’t there?”
Yet after a couple years of being resident decor in the back left of the
sanctuary, right where a number of people come to their place in the pews
each Sunday, right where we begin to get our hearts and heads ready to
receive that morning’s dose of God’s Spirit, I’ve not heard a single comment of
protest.
Perhaps noteworthy at first they have now faded into the
background. That feels good. The fit seems natural, the juxtaposition of
worship and service embodied in the boxes and the space. But part of me
hopes we do notice them. In noticing we can’t help but be thankful. Thankful
for the volunteers who take time out of their days to make sure the hungry are
fed. For the Meals on Wheels program that quietly coordinates the sharing not
only of food, but of care. For those recipients of the meals whose need
reminds those of us who see ourselves as economically and physically selfsufficient that our independence is sometimes a curse and not a blessing. And
for a world of abundance that is ours by the grace of God and for a chance to
use that abundance well.
(Continued on page 2)

Congregational Budget Meeting on Sunday, November 3rd
Our constitution calls for a meeting of the congregation on the first Sunday of November to
adopt a budget for the next year. You are encouraged to attend that meeting which will take
place in the Chapel at 9:15am on Sunday, November 3rd.

Marki ngs (cont.)
We are in the season of thanksgiving and the opportunities for us to respond are all around.
Commitment cards on which we can state our intention to support the work of the church in the
coming year. Bins in which we can place our donations to the Weekend Food Program, the Middletown
Food Bank and Heartly House. The Giving Tree that will be erected at the end of November which
invites us to become partners with Middletown Valley People Helping People in providing Christmas
gifts for local families. Large blue coolers that remind us that all of us are hungry for something that
not even the biggest turkey dinner can provide.

Notes
Community Thanksgiving Service
Each year the congregations of Middletown gather for a
joint worship service on the Sunday before Thanksgiving.
It is a great opportunity to worship with people who may
be our next-door neighbors. This year’s service will take
place on November 24th at 7:00pm at Zion Lutheran
Church. Please make plans to join in this special event.

Remembering. . .
The Sunday before we begin Advent and turn our
attention to preparations for Christmas is traditionally called
Christ the King Sunday. The readings for the day remind us
of God’s ultimate victory over anything that would seek to
thwart God’s desires, including death. As we remember
those who have gone before us into God’s realm that is
beyond our vision, we pause to remember them and the
place they still occupy in our hearts and minds.
On November 24th, we will recall the names of those
members and friends of our church who died in the past
year. We invite you to bring a picture of someone you will
remember that day. Their death may have happened
recently or a long time ago. We will place the pictures on a
table at the front of the worship space as a reminder of our
confidence in God’s dominion over both life and death.

Gift Cards Church Fundraiser
Christ Reformed earns 2-16% rebate on gift cards
purchased through the Scrip program. Please use the
enclosed form to order all your holiday gift cards. If you
don’t see the card(s) you would like to order, check with
Gail Johnson. There are more options available. You can
also easily set up an account online. You can order cards
from home or office, reload cards, or purchase on Sundays
following worship. Please see Gail to purchase.

Christmas Poinsettias
Our sanctuary is always gorgeous at Christmas thanks
to the generous donation of poinsettias by our members
and friends in memory or honor of loved ones. If you
would like to donate a plant to decorate the sanctuary and
receive the plant after the Christmas Eve Service, you can
do so by using the enclosed order form or by contacting the
church office. The poinsettia’s are provided by Dutch Plant
Farm. The deadline to place your order is Tuesday,
November 26th.

Adopt a Family
Through Middletown Valley People Helping People our
congregation is being invited to help provide Christmas
gifts for families who are facing hard times.
The
Discipleship Board will place a small Christmas tree in the
back of the Narthex in mid-November. On the tree are
ornaments representing gift cards to Target, Walmart,
Kohl’s or any grocery store in amounts of $15, $20, $25,
$50 and $75. You are invited to take an ornament,
purchase a gift card through the church’s gift card program
(see Gail) or through a retail outlet, and place the card in
the offering plate or return it to the church office. Gift
cards are due by Sunday, December 8th. If you have
any questions please call Judy Brandenburg.

God on Tap
A priest, a minister and a rabbi walk into a bar . . .
That’s the beginning of a thousand jokes. A teacher, a stay
-at-home mom, an IT professional, a carpenter, a social
worker, all members of CRUCC, walk into a bar . . . That
may be the beginning of a lot of provocative and
enlightening conversations about faith. God on Tap is the
name of a new opportunity for members and friends of
CRUCC to gather to come to know each other and to
wrestle with some of life’s great (and small) questions.
• Many people say, “I am spiritual, but not religious.”
What is the difference? Does it matter?
• Should Christians have a perspective on immigration?
What would such a perspective be based on? Is there
room for a diversity of views on something like this?
What might other traditions or religions have to say?
• What will the church of the future look like? What will
CRUCC look like?
• If your entire life was a movie, what title would best
fit? Why?
All perspectives are welcome. The hope is that we will
learn from and with each other while we turn water into a
mug or glass of the beverage of your choice. The first
gathering will take place on Wednesday, November 13th
at 7:30pm at the Main Cup in Middletown. For more
information, please contact Christine Fontaine at
97cfontaine@gmail.com.

Chi ldren’s Center News
The 'Under the Sea' float won 1st prize in the Organization category as well as JUDGES CHOICE in this
years Middletown Heritage Day parade.

Thank You Note
As I recover from surgery to my brain (normal
pressure hydrocephalus) to improve my ability to
walk, I give a very special “Thank You” to all of my
Christian friends for their many acts of caring,
including prayers, cards, phone calls, visits, food and
transportation.

Thank again! Merle Guyton

Thanks to all who continue to support my
annual fundraising efforts for the Alzheimer's
Association. With your help, we helped raise
over $1,000!! I couldn't do it without your
support.

Thanks, again! Beth Scott

Plan You r Calendar

Guys Night Out
Braddock Inn
November 20 @ 6:30pm

We’ll enjoy some good food and fellowship.
If you plan to attend, please call the office or
email Debbie at debbielbruns@comcast.net.

Homewood Monthly Luncheon

Friday, November 15 @ 12:00pm
7407 Willow Road, Frederick
Please RSVP to Diana Corl at
dwcorl39@comcast.net by 11/13.

Book Club

Our Book Club will meet at Fratelli’s
at 11:30am on November 20th to
discuss: Searching for Sylvie Lee by
Jean Kwok.

featuring Dr. Elizabeth Krouse

Thursday
December 5th
12pm-12:30pm

Basket Class

We will be making reindeer from
regular reed and one from a new
product which is a type of paper
reed, which is very durable. You are
welcome to make more if time
allows. Price for this class will be
$10.00. Both classes will be held on
November 19th at 12:30pm and
6:30pm. Please add your name to
the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board if you plan to come.
New folks are always welcome.

Don’t forget….
Daylight Savings Time ends.
Set your clocks back one hour
on November 3rd at 2:00AM.

THE

+ CLUB Lunch, Bingo & Fellowship

When: November 14th from Noon to 2pm
Where: Coffee Hour Area

Wednesday Mornings @
7:00AM
Mountain View Diner
with Pastor Mark

Anyone age 80+ is welcome. Spouses not 80+
will be "grandfathered" in. We will have lunch
followed by Bingo and social time. Everyone
brings a sandwich and Called to Care will
furnish beverage & dessert. Bingo winners will
be asked to deposit 25 cents in a box with the
proceeds going to the Middletown Food Bank.
Transportation provided if needed. Add your
name to the sign up sheet or contact the
church office if you are interested in joining The
80+ Club.

Commu ni ty Ou treach

Blood Drive
Saturday, December 14
8:00am—1:00pm
Social Room
Please give the Gift of Life!

You are eligible to give every 56 days.

SERRV Sale
Sunday, December
1st, 8th & 15th

Heritage Day Results
Thanks to everyone who participated and helped make our day a success,
especially to Keith Zecher who helped with the apple dumplings and was
also responsible for the wonderful lunch. For the lunch, we profited
$1,336.27, for the bake table, $1,231.72, and for Green Street, $389, for
a total of $2,956.99. We continue to be hopeful that Heritage Days will
return to Main Street in the future, which will greatly benefit our church.

Simply visit https://
smile.amazon.com/ch/520610448 and start shopping!

2 WAYS TO SUPPORT THE CHURCH!!

Purchase Amazon gift cards through our Scrip
program and use the link above to shop for all your
holiday and everyday needs. Our church receives a
portion of EVERY purchase when you use this link.

New Member W elcome & Bapti sm Reaffi rmati on
Emily Pope and her three children, Kordell, Kaiden and
Jailyn, live in Frederick. She was born and raised in
Middletown and baptized as an infant at CRUCC. Prior
to moving back to the Frederick area she and her family
lived in Utah. Emily works as an Accounts Payable Clerk
for R.W. Warner Construction, and she is currently in
school earning her Bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice,
specializing in Criminal Administration. She hopes in just
two short years she will start her career working in
Criminal Defense.
Emily and her children all love music, art, reading, and
writing. They have a family book club and discuss their
favorite books every week. Emily joins CRUCC by reaffirmation of faith. Her children were baptized in the
Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints, but
wanted to re-affirm their baptism at CRUCC.

Welcome Emily, Kordell, Kaiden and Jailyn!

Notes from Kathleen
What is a prizefighters favorite drink?
What is an owl’s favorite mystery?
What do you call a story told by a giraffe?
Sometimes standing our ground is not the best thing to do. Here’s why..
Through the pitch-black night, the captain sees a light dead ahead on a
collision course with his ship. He sends out a signal: ”Change your course ten degrees east.”
The light signals back: “Change yours ten degrees west.”
Angry, the captain sends another signal: “I’m a navy captain! Change your course, sir!”
“I’m a seaman, second class,” comes the reply. “Change your course, sir!”
Now the captain is furious. “I’m a battle ship! I’m not changing course!”
There is one last reply: “I am a lighthouse. It’s your call.”

Ladies Only "Chill Night”

NOTE: LOCATION/DATE CHANGE

BJ’s (FSK Mall)
November 1 @ 6pm
This is our last gathering
until the new year.

Come and enjoy fellowship and food. Add your
name to the signup sheet in the Narthex by 10/30.

LOOKING AHEAD

BIBLE JEOPARDY GAME NIGHT
January 19th (snow date January 26th)
~~~~~~

C.R.U.C.C. GOT TALENT NIGHT
February 9, 2020
Details coming soon!

Rehearsals at 9:15am on November 3rd, 17th and December 1st.
Pre-school to high school kids are invited to participate in our
next liturgical dance performance led by Maryjane Line
which will be held on

December 8th during our 10:30 service.
No prior dance experience necessary.
Christmas Program

We still need a few
ornaments for our Christmas
program. If you can let me
borrow them that would be
great. Sign your name by
the one(s) you will be donating to this event in
the narthex, so that I can be sure it gets back to
you. December 8th is the program day for the
youth and children, please let me know if your
child(ren) will be available for the performance.

Attention, Ladies: Sometimes we forget the roles women have played in society, so I want to remind us
how important we are and have always been. For the next several months I hope to get you interested in
looking at your Bible a little more closely and reading about some women and their remarkable stories.
Sometimes those stories were not so “nice”.
This month let me introduce you to Jezebel and Hannah.
I find Jezebel’s story very intriguing because if we all were as diligent in serving our LORD as she was in
serving hers. . . WOW! It is a long read but well worth it. Read1Kings 16-22 and 2 Kings 9:30-37. I would be really
excited to see what you think after you have read it.
Hannah is a woman who desperately wants a child, so much so that when her son is born she dedicates him to the LORD.
Read about how this woman faces her situation with humility and grace. 1 Samuel 1:1-28
Answers to the jokes: punch, whooo dunit and a tall tale.

Arou nd the Congregati on
ACOLYTES

November 3
November 10
November 17
November 24

Faith Rosner
Kordell Weedon
Lila Broadrup & Brielle Wilson
Aveline Murphy

CHILDREN’S STORY

November 3
November 10
November 17
November 24

Sandy OliynYk
Joe Kroener
Gregg Petermann
Bill Steigelmann

Psalmist

November 3
November 10
November 17
November 24

Scott Fogle
Kathleen Rogers
Nate Miller
Kathleen Rogers

ALTAR FLOWERS

November 3
November 10
November 17
November 24

Cynthia Zecher
Wanda Hartley
Stephanie Mekkelson
Ed & Anita Link

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS

November 3
November 10
November 17
November 24

Christian Ed Board
Tiffany & Andrew Corl
Stewardship Committee
Property Board

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS

November 3
November 10
November 17
November 24

Melissa Estes
Myesha Jackson-White
Nancy vom Lehn
Sarah Petermann

LAYREADERS

November 3
November 10
November 17
November 24

SEPTEMBER 2019
September
September
September
September
September

8:15 am
53
41
61
55
50

1
8
15
22
29

September Average—153

10:30 am
85
114
118
100
89

8:15 am
48
44
52
35

6
13
20
27

October Average—123

USHERS

Team 3
Team 4
Team 5
Team 6

SOUND TECHNICIANS

2019 Average—150

OCTOBER 2019
October
October
October
October

November 3
November 10
November 17
November 24

Judy Brandenburg
Paul Fink
Nancy vom Lehn
Bunny Cramer

November 3
November 10
November 17
November 24

10:30 am
88
73
80
70

2019 Average–147

Chris Johnson
Tony Verdi
Nicole Fontaine
Nick Fink

Wedding
Erin Thomas and Andrew Boller
were wed on October 12, 2019.

Operati ng Fi nances
2019 Operating Finances Year-to-Date – SEPTEMBER 30, 2019

Operating

Actual
Income
$279,029.33

Budgeted
Expenses
$298,531.71

Actual
Expenses
$289,475.09

Variant
-$10,445.76

Children’s Center

$569,171.27

$503,379.27

$519,464.60

$49,706.67

Global

$848,200.60

$801,910.98

$808,939.69

$39,260.91

Christ Reformed
United Church of Christ
Rev. Mark Wakefield, Pastor
Contemporary Worship 8:15am
Sunday School for All Ages 9:15am
Traditional Worship 10:30am
Coffee Hour following 10:30 Worship

12 South Church Street
P.O. Box 333
Middletown , Maryland 21769

christreformeducc@comcast.net
www.crucc.org

Non Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
PERMIT 2202
Frederick, Maryland 21701

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Church Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 9:00am-3:00pm
301-371-6610
Fax: 301-371-6912
Christ Church Children’s Center

Childcare
Mrs.
Missy Payne,
Payne, Director
Director
Ms. Missy
Mrs.Jesi
JesiBell-Godfrey,
Bell-Godfrey,Assistant
Asst. Director
Mrs.
Direc6 Weeks—12
tor Years
Mon-Fri
6:30am –Years
6:00pm
6 Weeks—12
Mon-Fri 301-371-0360
6:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net
301-371-0360
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net

Reaching out to help people to know
God through Jesus Christ.
Equipping people to love God through
the community of faith.
Sending people to serve God
throughout the world.

Celebrating “The Way”
To help celebrate our church and dedicate the
financial commitments of our members and
friends to the church’s work in 2020 we invite
you to a single worship service at 10:00am on
Sunday, November 17th. Sunday school will
meet as usual at 9:15, but will finish by 9:50.
Following the service the Stewardship
Committee and Parish Life Board invite you to
stay for a lunch of homemade soups and
sandwiches and make-your-own sundaes.

Come celebrate the surprising gifts of God and the
generous response of God’s people as we dedicate
our expressions of support for the work of God
through our church.

“I am the way…”

