
No matter where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here. Because Jesus has taught 
us to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and to love our 

neighbors as ourselves we declare Christ Reformed UCC to be an Open and Affirming 
church. We invite people of every race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity 
and expression, age, marital status, economic circumstance, and physical and mental ability 

into the worship, rites & sacraments, fellowship, and leadership of our church. 
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Several months ago my brother sent me a link to a remarkable story 
about two guys in Indiana who love to shoot 3-point shots on the local 
basketball court.   Mike Ayers and Greg Taggart are friends who played on the 
same high school basketball team. Each weekday morning at 5:30 and each 
Saturday at 9:00 they go to the Brown County YMCA and shoot 3-pointers. 
From June 2017 to February 2019, Ayers and Taggart shot 27,800 3-pointers.  
What is staggering is not just the sheer volume of shots, but the accuracy. On 
one December morning in 2018, Ayers made 156 in a row, all recorded on 
video. Of the 27,800 shots Ayers took in that 20 month span he made 26,604 
of them. An astounding 95.7% made.   

Basketball fans all know Indiana has long been fertile ground for amazing 
basketball players.  Larry Bird, Rick Mount, Reggie Miller all were legendary 
shooters in high school, college or the pros, but all of them performed their 
basketball feats in their teens, 20's and 30's.  What may be most remarkable 
about Ayers and Taggart is that they are 63 years old. 

As one who has spent a lot of hours on a YMCA gym floor I can’t fathom 
their feat.  Ayers says “A lot of it is muscle memory.”  At 63 your muscles 
have had a lot of time to learn. So much of what we are good at in life is a 
result of such ingrained habits.  Ask an athlete, a musician, a surgeon, a 
carpenter, a dancer, a typist and they will tell you what makes one 
accomplished is the hours of practice, of repetition.  We train our hands or 
eyes or feet or minds over a long period of time to perform a task almost 
without thinking.   

This is also true when it comes to supporting the church financially.  
Research shows that giving to religious organizations or other charitable 
causes depends a great deal on “muscle memory.”  Those who are most 
generous are those who learned to do so early in life and who have practiced 
it ever since.  They saw their parents’ acts of generosity and imitated it.  It 
becomes second nature.  Gratefulness is not a single act of volition, but an 
attitude that one brings to all of life.  

Ayers says of his shooting “I categorize the misses as mental and physical.  
And very rarely is it physical. It’s normally a concentration thing.”  At the end 
of this month our Stewardship Committee will invite us to concentrate on our 
giving.  A proposed operating budget for our church in 2020 will be 
distributed.  It will represent our Consistory’s best guess of what it will take 
for our congregation to minister to our members, our community and our 
world.  The Stewardship team will remind us that healthy and generous giving 
is not so much the result of a series of individual decisions made each week 
or each month, but much more a way of living, a way of thinking about our 
lives and the place our faith has in them.  Faithful stewardship is not a goal, 
but a life-long habit. 

Thank you for continuing to practice this essential skill. 

Markings 
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2019 Neighbors In Need 

On the first Sunday in October we’ll join with other UCC 
churches around the country to support the Neighbors in Need 
(NIN) offering.  This is a special mission offering of our 
denomination that supports ministries of justice and 
compassion throughout the United States. One-third of NIN 
funds support the Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). 
Two-thirds of the offering is used by the UCC's Justice and 
Witness Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of justice 
initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects 
through grants.  To contribute you can write a check to the 
church and note it “NIN.” 

Homewood at Frederick Auxiliary News 

The Homewood at Frederick Auxiliary 2020 
Membership drive We Rise by Lifting 
Others is underway!  Through membership 
contributions and a variety of fundraising 
events, the Auxiliary supports many activities 
for the residents of HealthCare and Assisted 
Living facilities.   Membership is just $3.00 
per person.  Included in your membership is 

‘The Fireside’ and a 2020 pocket calendar.  Bunny Cramer and 
Diana Corl will be happy to receive your new or renewed 
membership each Sunday in October & November The 
Auxiliary is partnering with Mt. Olivet Cemetery in Frederick to 
participate in the 2019 Wreaths Across America project. 
On December 14 we will be decorating the graves of veterans 
with live (made in Maine) wreaths.  Cost of a wreath is $15. 
Checks to WAA or cash can be given to Diana Corl.  See the 
poster on the bulletin board for more information or 
wreathsacrossamerica.org. 

Disaster Assistance 

Hurricane Dorian has left at least 51 dead, 1,300 reported 
missing and 13,000 homes severely damaged or destroyed on 
the Bahamas' Abaco and Grand Bahama islands - nearly 40 
percent of all homes on the two islands. These numbers only 
begin to hint at the pain Dorian caused at the beginning of 
September.  The United Nations reported that as of September 
15, indications are that most people's immediate humanitarian 
needs have been met by the humanitarian community, the 
private sector and through individual initiatives. 

Our United Church of Christ Disaster Ministries is appealing 
for funds to support long-term recovery - beginning with 
assessment and community planning and likely to continue for 
several years.  When the time is right our aid will help provide 
reconstruction, livelihood restoration, psychosocial support, 
WASH (water, sanitation and hygiene) projects, community 
preparedness and disaster risk reduction initiatives. 

You are invited to support this important work by going to 
www.ucc.org or sending a check to the church and note it 
“disaster aid.” 

The FISH Fund 

Each month a number of members of the church or 
residents of the community come to Mark seeking financial 
assistance.  It may be mounting utility bills, an overdue 
medical or car repair obligation, a family emergency or it may 

simply be for groceries or gas.  The pastor 
respond to those requests using the FISH 
(For Immediate Sympathetic Help) Fund.  
The fund is made up of gifts from 
members of the congregation, often given 
on communion Sundays.  The last few 
years the fund has been used heavily, so 
we invite you to help replenish this source 
of aid to people in need.  You can simply write a check to the 
church and note it "FISH Fund”. 

Craft Night 

Our next craft night will be on Friday, October 18th at 
6:00pm in the Social Room.  Any and all crafters are 
welcome: scrapbookers, card makers, needlecrafts, etc.  
Please RSVP to Beth Scott at 301-788-3524 or 
BethOScott@aol.com. 

Notes 

SETTLED PASTOR SEARCH 
COMMITTEE  

 

Open Discussion Group Meeting 
 

Sunday, October 6th between services 
 
We would like to invite you to participate in our Open 
Discussion Group that will take place in the Chapel Space 
between services on Sunday, October 6th. During this 
time we would like to discuss the three following 
questions: Where would you like our Congregation to be in 
the next 5 to 10 years? What are the most important 
characteristics you feel our next minister should 
have? What do you feel are the strengths and weaknesses 
of our current congregation? We also encourage you to 
bring any questions you may have. Thank you for taking 
part in this important process. We look forward to your 
input.  

Front Row (L-R): JB Phillips, Pay Joy, Amanda Murphy 
Back Row (L-R): Kevin Martin, Ed Higginbottom (Spiritual 

Advisor), Jenny Powell, Jesi Bell-Godfrey (Chair),  
Mike Remsberg 

http://www.ucc.org


Chi ldren’s Center News  

Our first gathering of the 80+ Club. 

A message from the Children’s Center Board :  
The wheels on the bus go round and round… School is back in session and 
buses are returning to the church parking lot.  To keep those wheels going 
“round and round” and to keep the staff and children safe, we ask that you 
remember the following parking lot policies.  
 Please don’t pass a stopped bus !  When the bus is stopped, it is either 

picking up or dropping off children at the Center. Recently a staff member 
was nearly hit by a car zooming past the bus.  Please help us keep everyone 
safe by waiting for the bus to move. 

 Please park in marked spaces ! The bus is required to discharge students at 
the top of the parking lot; however, the bus has had some difficulties due to cars blocking the parking 
lot.  If you do not want to park in a marked space then please use the lower end of the lot where the 
Farmer’s Market is held.   

Thanks for your help to keep everyone safe and to keep those wheels going.  

Highl i ghts Around the Congregation  

Our first gathering of the 80+ Club. 

Youth Dance Group 



 
 

Homewood Monthly Luncheon 

Friday, October 18 @ 12:00pm 
7407 Willow Road, Frederick 

Please RSVP to Diana Corl at 
dwcorl39@comcast.net by 10/16. 

Plan Your Calendar  

Guys Night Out 
Brewer’s Alley 
Carpool Available 

 

October 22 @ 6:30pm 
We’ll enjoy some good food and fellowship.  
 If you plan to attend or would like to carpool, 

please call the office or email Debbie at 
debbielbruns@comcast.net. 

 

Wednesday Mornings @ 

7:00AM 

Mountain View Diner  
with Pastor Mark 

Ladies Only "Chill Night” 
The Main Cup 

October 26 @ 6pm 
Come and enjoy fellowship and food. add your 

name to the signup sheet in the Narthex by 10/23. 

Growing in Faith Together Sunday School Update 

We begin promptly at 9:15 a.m., meeting 
in the Social Hall. The focus is on some 
New Testament books you may not have 
read for a while. The sessions are video 
format, led by a scholar at University of 
North Carolina. The topics are listed 

below. 

 Oct 6:  The Letter to the Romans.  Paul’s most detailed 

description on how God used Christ’s death to bring salvation. 

 Oct 13:  Paul, Jesus and James. Many say there are striking 
differences in the writings of these three. We will see what you 

think. 

Book Club 
Our Book Club will meet at Fratelli’s at 
11:30 on the following Wednesdays 
to discuss: 
October 23: Bridge to Haven by Francine Rivers 
November 20: Searching for Sylvie Lee by Jean Kwok 

Parish Life Breakfast  
Parish Life will be sponsoring a breakfast on October 
13th from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.  Menu will include:  
chipped beef, biscuits, hashbrowns, scrambled eggs, 
fruit, juice, milk, coffee and tea.  Please add your name 
to the sign-up sheet in the Narthex if you plan to 
attend.  There is no fee for the breakfast, but any 
donations will help offset the cost of the meal.   

CEMETERY WORK DAY 
Saturday, October 19th 

8:00am Start Time 

Basket Class 
Join the October basket 
classes to make an old 
favorite, the Jelly Jar/New 
Member Basket.  Colored 
reed choices will be 
available to personalize your basket.  Cost is $12.  Classes meet 
in the Parish House Tuesday, October 15th at 12:30pm and 
Tuesday, October 22nd at 6:30pm  Please sign up on bulletin 
board.  Information from Gail Johnson or Diana Corl. 



Communi ty  Ou treach  

 

 

Blessing of the Backpacks  

On September 1st, the 
congregation stepped forward 
during both worship services to 
participate in the "Blessing of 
the Backpacks," a Christ 
Reformed tradition of offering 
prayers of support and care for 
all the students, teachers, 
school staff, and home-school 
parents who are beginning a 
new year. 

Blood Drive 
 

Thank you for another  
successful blood drive.  

We collected 20 units —
enough to save 60 lives! 

GREAT JOB!! 

2019 Walk to end Alzheimer’s 
Sunday, October 13, 2019 

11:00am Registration 
12:00pm Opening Ceremony 

12:30pm Walk 
Nymeo Field at Harry Grove Stadium 

 

To make a donation or to sign-up to walk 
with Beth Scott’s Team, go to: http://

act.alz.org/goto/bethsmemorymakers.  Please 
contact Beth at 301-788-3524 or 

BethOScott@aol.com. 



Notes from Kathleen  

Laugh more….. it adds years to your life: 
While taking a routine vandalism report at an elementary school, a police officer 
was interrupted by a little 6 year-old girl. Looking up and down at him, she asked, 
“Are you a cop?” “Yes,” he answered. She said, “My mother said if I ever needed 
help I should ask the police, is that right?” “Yes, that’s right” he told her. “Well, 
then,” she said as she extended her foot, “would you please tie my shoe?” 
 

SIGN IN A FARMERS FIELD:  The farmer allows walkers to cross the field for free, but the bull 
charges. 
 

JUST A THOUGHT: “Don’t wait for a light to appear at the end of a tunnel, stride down there and 
light the bloody thing yourself”.  ~Sara Henderson 

Christmas Program 
We have posted a list of the 
ornaments that are needed 
for the Christmas program. If 
you can let me borrow them 
that would be great. Sign 
your name by the one(s) you 
will be donating to this event in the narthex, so that I 
can be sure it gets back to you. December 8th is the 
program day for the youth and children, please let me 
know if your child(ren) will be available for the 
performance. 

Attention ladies: sometimes we forget our roles in society, so I want to remind us how important we 
are and have always been. For the next several months I hope to get you interested in looking at your 
Bible a little closer and reading about some women and seeing how they played their parts, sometimes 
their parts were not so “nice”.   This month let me introduce you to Esther, Zipporah and Elizabeth 
Esther: (Jewish name, Hadassah) Queen of Persia. One of the most celebrated heroines of ancient 
times. Her act saved the Jewish people from annihilation, “If I perish, I perish.”  Read the book of Esther 
Zipporah: daughter of Jethro the Midianite and wife to Moses. Children, Gershom and Eliezer. When 
God rebuked Moses over a matter of circumcision, it prompted Zipporah to circumcise one of their 
sons herself. She touched her son’s foreskin to Moses’ feet and said “Truly you are a bridegroom of blood to me!”  Exodus 
2: Exodus 4 
Elizabeth: Mother of John the Baptist.  Mary’s cousin. Husband Zacharias had been struck “dumb” for not believing in the 
angel’s message. Once he confirmed that the child would be named John, he could again speak. 

 

Haunted Escape Room 
Sunday, Oct. 27th 

We will leave church at 12:30 and go to McD’s 
for lunch . After we escape the room we will go 
have ice cream at DQ. Make check out for $28 

payable to CRUCC and in memo line write 
Escape room.  

Please sign up on bulletin board. 

 
 

Meets in the Parish House from 5:30 to 7pm 
October 9 
October 16 
October 23 
October 30  

LOOKING AHEAD 
BIBLE JEOPARDY GAME NIGHT 
January 19th (snow date January 26th)  
 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

C.R.U.C.C. GOT TALENT NIGHT 
February 9, 2020 



Around the Congregation  

LAYREADERS 
October 6 Laura Fontaine 
October 13 Gail Johnson 
October 20 Wendy Campbell 
October 27 Judy Brandenburg 

USHERS 
October 6 Team 5 
October 13 Team 6 
October 20 Team 1 
October 27 Team 2 

SOUND TECHNICIANS 
October 6 Chris Johnson 
October 13 Tony Verdi 
October 20 Nicole Fontaine 
October 27 Nick Fink 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
October 6 Bonnie Keller 
October 13 Stacey Haupt 
October 20 Mike Locke 
October 27 Linda DeLauder & Bill Steigelmann 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
October 6 Mary & Griff Garwood 
October 13 Tracy & Dan Brown 
October 20 Joe Kroener 
October 27 CCCC Board 

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS 
October 6 Nancy vom Lehn 
October 13 Maryjane Line 
October 20 Angie Stillisano 
October 27 Dan Brown 

2019 Operating Finances Year-to-Date – AUGUST 31, 2019 

  Actual 
Income 

Budgeted 
Expenses 

Actual 
Expenses Variant 

Operating $243,673.32 $265,361.52 $250,614.25 -$6,940.93 

Children’s Center $502,834.15 $447,448.24 $464,299.87 $38,534.28 

Global $746,507.47 $712,809.76 $714,914.12 $31,593.35 

Operati ng Finances 

ACOLYTES 
October 6 Lila Broadrup & Brielle Wilson 
October 13 Connor McNeil 
October 20 Clark Zecher 
October 27 Davis Phillips 

CHILDREN’S STORY 
October 6 Lorena Zecher 
October 13 Isabelle Robey 
October 20 Edward & Nicole Fontaine 
October 27 Kathleen Rogers 

Psalmist 
October 6 Clark Zecher 
October 13 Kordell Weedon 
October 20 Beatrice Canty 
October 27 Isaac Cummings 

 

 
 
 
 
 

"I loved Autumn, the season of 
the year that God seemed to have put 

there just for the beauty of it" 
~Lee Maynard  

 

Enjoy God's beauty. 
from Called to Care 

 Memorial 
Bucky Esworthy died on September 20, 2019.   

A service celebrating his life was held on  
September 25, 2019 



Christ Reformed 
United Church of Christ 

Rev. Mark Wakefield, Pastor 
 

Contemporary Worship  8:15am 
Sunday School for All Ages 9:15am 

Traditional Worship 10:30am 
Coffee Hour following 10:30 Worship 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday: 9:00am-3:00pm 

301-371-6610 
Fax: 301-371-6912 

 
Non Profit Organization 
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PERMIT 2202 

Frederick, Maryland  21701 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Christ Church Children’s Center 

Childcare 
Ms. Missy Payne, Director 

Mrs. Jesi Bell-Godfrey, Assistant Direc-
tor 

6 Weeks—12 Years 
Mon-Fri    6:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

301-371-0360 
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net 

 

12 South Church Street 
P.O. Box 333 
Middletown , Maryland  21769 

christreformeducc@comcast.net 
www.crucc.org 

Reaching out to help people to know  
God through Jesus Christ.  

Equipping people to love God through  
the community of faith.  

Sending people to serve God  
throughout the world. 

Christ Church Children’s Center 

Childcare 
Mrs. Missy Payne, Director 

Mrs. Jesi Bell-Godfrey, Asst. Director 
6 Weeks—12 Years 

Mon-Fri    6:30am – 6:00pm 
301-371-0360 

www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net 

THE      + CLUB 
Lunch, Bingo & Fellowship 

 

 

Anyone age 80+ is welcome.  Spouses not 80+ will be 
"grandfathered" in. We will have lunch followed by Bingo and social 
time. Everyone brings a sandwich and Called to Care will furnish 
beverage & dessert. Bingo winners will be asked to deposit 25 cents 
in a box with the proceeds going to the Middletown Food Bank. 
Transportation provided if needed. Add your name to the sign up 

sheet or contact the church office if you are interested in joining The 
80+ Club. 


