No matter where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here. Because Jesus has taught
us to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and to love our
neighbors as ourselves we declare Christ Reformed UCC to be an Open and Affirming
church. We invite people of every race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity
and expression, age, marital status, economic circumstance, and physical and mental ability
into the worship, rites & sacraments, fellowship, and leadership of our church.
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"Let us welcome February & take every
chance to show love to all we meet".
Living live to the fullest!

For many years, while the rest of the world hurtled forward in the digital age,
our church has pedaled along in the slow lane watching the traffic zip by on the left.
This has been true in many areas, but most noticeable to me in one. Specifically,
we have not figured out how to get wifi coverage in our whole building. It’s not for
lack of trying. Part of the problem is the buildings themselves. Built in a sturdy
manner two centuries (the sanctuary) and a century (the chapel) ago and pieced
together with additions in subsequent years the materials and configuration do not
lend themselves to ease of electronic communication. Those thick brick, concrete
and wood walls are great for holding up roofs, but not so accommodating to radio
signals.
We have consulted with our internet provider and with members of the
congregation who are IT savvy. We have purchased various routers, boosters and
repeaters and other bits of equipment that have promised to solve the issues.
Sometimes it works. Sometimes it doesn’t.
So what is the problem? And, some might ask, why do we need to worry about
the poor wifi coverage in our buildings? OK, Boomers. . . Those are questions posed
only by people my age and up. Such technology is a given these days. It is easily
available nearly everywhere, so it’s fair to presume its presence here. Until one of
our Children’s Center staff turns on her laptop and tries to search the internet for
lesson or material resources. Until a family wants to stream music for a wedding or
funeral in our sanctuary or chapel. Until we try to replace our outdated fire alarm
system and find that not having reliable wifi will raise the price and reduce the
effectiveness of a new one. Until I want to show a really good video clip as an
illustration in a sermon. Until a member of the congregation wants to sign up for an
event, make an electronic contribution or check their record of giving using our
Realm software while sitting in his or her seat before worship.
I think the answer has arrived. After talking to Comcast about a new wifi
system that would cost big bucks upfront and add $700 a year to our cable bill, I
spoke to Van with ITNeedsHelp in Frederick. He said, “It sounds like a mesh system
is what you need.” I don’t begin to understand the technology he is suggesting, but
I trust Van’s prescription. And even more I trust a system that is called a “mesh
network.” After all that is what a church is. We are a network that allows for
communication of important, life-saving, life-enriching wisdom. We are a network
dedicated to keeping people from a sense of isolation. A network dedicated to
connecting us with the larger world. Our church is already a mesh network made
up of the various gifts of a lot of different people.
If our new technology resembles the church I will be content, though I know it
means that sometimes like a church it will fail. That how it works will remain a holy
mystery to most of us. That occasionally it will need to be rebooted. And that
sometimes, like a church, it will feel outdated and need a constructive critique to
see if it is still doing what it is supposed to. All that’s okay by me because there are
people around the congregation who have a lot more experience with this church
stuff, folks who will be able to guide those of us who are still trying to figure out
how to connect with God.

Notes
Layreaders
Each Sunday members of the congregation help the
congregation in worship by reading scripture and by leading
prayers and other elements of the service. If you would
like to serve as a layreader, please speak to Mark. No
experience is necessary; just a willing heart!

Financial Peace University
Financial Peace University is back for 2020! In case you
missed it last time, we have decided to do it again. If you
want to learn to manage your money, get out of debt, build
wealth, and live and give like no one else then you need to
sign up for Financial Peace University. The class will run for
9 weeks beginning on March 8 to May 3 from 3:30 to 5
p.m. at the Coffee Hour Space. This course is being lead
by Andrew and Tiffany Corl who are in the midst of getting
out of debt as well. If you are undecided about attending
then come to the preview day on February 16th at
3:30pm to get a look at FPU and ask any questions. The
cost for the class if you order at the preview day is only
$99. If you have any questions please contact Andrew Corl
at amc21769@gmail.com or 240-675-1268.

Puzzle Swap
Are you spending some of these
dreary winter days putting together
jigsaw puzzles?
Many CRUCC
members and friends enjoy them, so
we are planning a puzzle swap. Come
to coffee hour after the second service
on Sunday, February 16th with a puzzle
or two to share. We can also talk
about whether to make this a regular
event and gather other ideas for this kind of fellowship.
Would love to have lots of fellow “puzzlers” join us. Thanks,
and look forward to seeing you.

Ash Wednesday
The season of Lent, the 40 weekdays between Ash
Wednesday and Easter, is a time given to spiritual reflection
and exploration. In the early centuries of the church the
observance was only a few days longs, but after the Council
of Nicaea in 325 it was extended to forty days. That
number mirrored the fasts of Moses, Elijah and Jesus.
Observance was very strict. Only one meal a day was
eaten. Meat, fish and eggs were forbidden. In modern
times the emphasis on fasting has been reduced, but Lent
is still a season given to greater prayer, contemplation and
service. We’ll observe the beginning of Lent with a worship
service on Ash Wednesday, February 26th at 7:00pm in
the sanctuary.

Officer Installation
Each year we recognize and install the new members of
our Consistory, Boards and Committees. Please join us
on Sunday, February 9th as we affirm their leadership at
both services.

Conversation on Church
Membership
If you have been thinking about
joining CRUCC or would just like to know
more about our church and ministries,
you are invited to a conversation on
church membership. It will take place on
Wednesday, February 19th at 7:00pm in the Parish
House. Childcare can be arranged if that would be
helpful. If you are interested in attending please speak to
Mark.

Why wait until Lent?
It has been a CRUCC tradition during Lent, the church season
that runs from Ash Wednesday to Easter (February 26th to April
12th this year) to have several small groups meet to study a book.
This year you are invited to jump into one of the groups who may
start their study before Lent, but continue through the season.
•The Sunday Night Small group invites you to join them beginning
this Sunday, Feb 2 as they begin their dinner/discussion of the
book provocatively entitled Everything Happens for a Reason:
And Other Lies I’ve Loved. Author Kate Bowler, a professor at
Duke Divinity School, lived what she termed a “blessed life.” At
thirty-five she had a great job, a husband she loved and new
baby. Then she was diagnosed with Stage IV colon cancer.
Suddenly she was faced with the limits of the prosperity gospel
she had been researching for the newest book. Is illness a moral
and faith failure? What possible reason could there be for her
cancer? How would she live among the lies she once believed?
The group meets from 5:00pm to 7:00pm in the Parish House.
No need to bring any food on your first visit. You will enjoy the
fellowship of the group, as well as the discussion of the book that
is certain to raise many questions! See David Grieger for more info.
•The Gather Group, which meets in the Parish House on Sunday
mornings at 9:15, will be studying: The Final Days of Jesus: A
Lent Study by Sacred Holidays by Becky Kiser. The study will
involve coming together on Sunday mornings to discuss and
reflect on reading and activities done using the course workbook
during the week. The group has done this kind of study
previously and found it to be very powerful, even for those who
didn’t have the workbook. See Tracy Brown for more info.
•And Bill Steigelmann will be leading two groups. One will focus
on Eban Alexander’s book Proof of Heaven: A Neurosurgeon’s
Journey Into the Afterlife. Dr. Alexander’s reflection on his own
near-death experience became a NYTimes bestseller. A second
group will focus on God: A Human History by Reza Aslan. The
author seeks to shed new light on humanity’s relationship with
the divine and challenges our perspective on the history of faith
and the birth of religion. Both of these classes will begin mid-tolate February. Dates, time and place TBD.

2020 Consi story , Boards & Commi ttees Members
CONSISTORY
Elders
Pat Joy, Susan Keller, Beth Mummert, Mike Remsberg, Bob Sheffler
New: Beth Tucker
Deacons
Linda DeLauder, Terri DeLloyd, Crystal Fink, Ed Link,
New: Amanda Murphy, Gregg Petermann, Garry vom Lehn
CHAIRPERSON OF CONGREGATION (1 year term)
Ed Link
CEMETERY BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Madelyn Cross, Jay House, Skip Lare, Tom Mende, Bob Sheffler, Keith Welty
New: Scott Montgomery, Keith Staley
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION BOARD
Tracy Brown, Meagan Fogle, Kim Hughes, Myesha Jackson-White, Joe Kroener, Jenny Line,
Stephanie Bidle
CHURCH PROPERTY BOARD
Gary Bell, John DeLauder, Bill Falconer, Dave Morris, Jason Moser, David vom Lehn
New: Dale Biggs, Rich Potter
DISCIPLESHIP BOARD
Renee Brandenburg-Huffer, Wendy Campbell, Kathy Morris, Beth Stitely
New: Erik Botker, Dinah Esworthy, Pat Joy, Anita Link
PARISH LIFE BOARD
Connie Bell, Margaret Brandenburg, Marty Estell, Gail Johnson, Gertie Mende
New: Chris Botker, Be’ Hill, Pat McBride, Jan Stock
NOMINATING COMMITTEE (1 year term)
To be named (Deacon), To be named (Elder), To be named (Cemetery Board)
New: Chris Johnson, Tony Verdi, Lorena Zecher
CHURCH & MINISTRY COMMITTEE
Ron Blain, Jill Brandenburg, Charlotte Hanson, Chris Johnson, Gregg Petermann
New: Jenny Powell, Lisa Remsberg
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE
Bill Falconer, Debbie Locke, Jane Staley
New: JJ Bell-Godfrey, Kathy DeLauder, Laura Fontaine
STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE (2 year term)
Dan Brown, Griff Garwood, Melissa Miller
New: Maureen Merhtens Lee, Bill Steigelmann
USHERING COMMITTEE
Keith and Lorena Zecher – Coordinator(s)
CHRIST CHURCH CHILDREN’S CENTER
Jesi Bell-Godfrey, Missy Payne, Kristi Lare, Angie Stillisano, Katie Roberts
New: Jessi Zecher

Notes from Kathleen
Laughter is still the Best Medicine
A sign above the church nursery read:
“We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed.” (see 1 Corinthians 15:51)
Asked by the pastor to tell what was their greatest fear one parishioner said:
“My biggest fear is going to heaven and seeing God wearing a wristband that says, “I don’t know.
What would you do?”
Just a thought: You may not be spending enough time reading your Bible if you think the Minor Prophets were all
underage.
Remember: “A trial is designed to develop you; a temptation is designed to defeat you.” Dr. Tony Evans
A Message from Kathleen and the C.E. Board
In the fall of 2016, following dialogue between representatives from local
churches, the United Church of Christ adopted refreshed purpose, vision and
mission statements for our denomination.
The Purpose (from the Gospels of Matthew and Luke): To love God with
all our heart, mind, soul, and strength and our neighbor as ourselves.
The Vision: United in Christ's love, a just world for all.
The Mission: United in Spirit and inspired by God's grace, we welcome
all, love all, and seek justice for all.
3 Great Loves is a denomination-wide initiative to live out our purpose,
vision, and mission and is a witness to our collective efforts, as God’s hands
and feet, to make a more just world for all. Through the lens of the 3 Great
Loves, the United Church of Christ in its many settings of ministry will discern
and lift up how we act upon our Love of God in and through these 3 Great
Loves; Love of Neighbor, Love of Children, and Love of Creation. As we do
so, we will tell the story of how we are impacting and transforming the world
as church partners united in common purpose, vision, and mission.
At CRUCC we hope that each board and committee will begin to share their
stories of how their particular group has been living out the 3 Great Loves this
year. We already do it in many ways, but we want you to lift it up by making it
known. You can put pictures on our 3 Great Loves wall in the chapel or
narthex, write a short article for the Visions, or post something on our
Facebook page. I have already begun placing articles in the Valley Citizen
lifting up some of the stories. Everyone wants to be a part of something
bigger than themselves, but many don’t know where to start. Your story can
offer them a place to begin. Let’s be intentional in showing WHO WE ARE
and WHOSE WE ARE.
During the first four months of 2020 the focus of our Children and Youth
ministries will be Love of Creation and Nature. Won’t you join in and tell your
story? You are already doing and being the Love of God. Together let us
share the stories of our ministries and proclaim the extraordinary ways God is
transforming the world into a more just place through us.
God Bless, Kathleen and the C.E. Board

I want to say “thank you” to
everyone who supported me in
my move to Middletown. You
have all been so helpful, in
more ways than I can say.
Thank you for being so
generous, kind, loving and supportive. I could
not have done it without you. You are truly an
example of love in the world.
~Kathleen Rogers

WOMEN STUDIES

Wednesday Evenings at 5:30-7pm
Parish House
Feb. 12 Susanna, the Shepherd Woman
Luke 2:8-20
Feb. 19 Magda, the
Wise One
Matthew1:1-12

Youth/Children/Family
Paint Night
March 22nd
3-5pm

Social Room
Bring a snack to
share.
Sign Up Now!

Thank You Notes
Dear friends,
Many thanks for all the cards, calls, visits, and prayers
before, during and after my recent surgery. Having the
love and support of my church family helped to ease my
fears.
The surgery went well, and I am recovering
nicely. We are a very caring congregation. I feel blessed to
be a part of it.
~Sue Wickless

Thank you to all for the continued care and support received
during my long recovery.
The cards, visits, calls,
transportation, food, flowers, etc. have helped me regain
strength to now move forwards. I am truly blessed to have
such wonderful church friends. My family and I would like you
to know your kindness and thoughtfulness is greatly
appreciated and will be remembered always.
~Jean Frock

Plan You r Calendar
Book Club

The Book Club will meet at
11:30am on February 26th at
Fratelli’s to discuss:
“The Dutch House” by Ann Patchett.

Homewood Monthly Luncheon

Friday, February 21 @ 12:00pm
7407 Willow Road, Frederick
Please RSVP to Diana Corl at
dwcorl39@comcast.net by 2/19.

Ladies Only "Chill Night”

THE

Lunch, Bingo & Fellowship

Casa Rico
February 22nd @ 6pm

Come and enjoy fellowship and food. Add your
name to the signup sheet in the Narthex by 2/18

Guys Night Out
Valley Grill

February 18th @ 5pm

We will enjoy an early dinner followed by a
chance to see Saylor Poffenbarger and her
Middletown High girl’s basketball teammates play
Urbana in their final regular season home game.
After dinner, we’ll then move to the gym about
6:15 where those who couldn’t make dinner will
join us. If you plan to attend the dinner and/or
game please contact the church office.

Come for Breakfast

The Parish Life Board invites you to a
church-wide breakfast in the social
room on Sunday, February 9th from
8:00am to 10:00am. Please add your
name to the sign-up
sheet in the Narthex
and come early for
fellowship and a great
breakfast with friends
and family.

+ CLUB

When: February13th
Noon to 2pm
Where: Coffee Hour Area
Bring a sandwich. Called to Care
will provide drinks and dessert. Add
your name to the sign up sheet or
contact the church office if you are
interested in joining The 80+ Club.

Combined Worship
April 26 @ 10am
Join us for Mark’s last sermon.
We will have a 10am combined
worship with a Social Hour after.

Basket Class

More details coming soon!
Handbell Concert
Sunday, May 3 @ 4pm
The concert will include favorites from the
throughout the year, secular pieces for all
ages and small ensembles.

On Tuesday, February 18th at 12:30pm and
Tuesday, February 25th at 6:30pm, we will be
making an Easter Basket. The price for the basket
will be $15.00 The basket will have a painted
handle. We will be twining the base, and weaving
with a variety of colors.
NOTE: This attachment is no longer available, but
we will have an Easter attachment for the basket.
All are welcome. Call Diana Corl or Gail Johnson for
more information.

Commu ni ty Ou treach
Simply visit https://smile.amazon.com/ch/520610448 and start shopping!

Christ Reformed receives a portion of
EVERY purchase.

Discipleship Board Direct Giving
− $2,000 to the Religious Coalition
− $500 to Hoffman Homes
− $250 to Middletown Valley People Helping People
− $250 to Middletown Food Bank
− $,1000 for Disaster Ministries
Religious Coalition
− $209 collected during our Annual Church Picnic
− $547 collected during “The Four Seasons” Organ Concert
− $359 collected during our Christmas Eve Family Service
Fish Fund and Other Friends In Need
− $5,798 collected
Community Living
− Over 261 items, plus over $160 worth of gift cards were collected
Middletown Valley Food Pantry Collection
− Over 708 food pantry items collected
− $76 collected from our 80+ Bingo group
Middletown Valley People Helping People
− Gift cards, backpacks and supplies collected for Back to School
− Over $1,270 in gift cards collected for “Adopt a Family” at Christmastime
American Red Cross
− 82 units of blood were collected, enough to save 246 lives
Frederick County Soup Kitchen
− Six meals provided and served throughout the year
Middletown Valley Weekend Food Program
− Over 20 cases and 10 bags of food items collected
− $100 collected for child sponsorships
Heartly House
− Toiletry and health care items were collected
Growing Project
− $3,100 was donated
UCC Special Offerings
− $3,849 for One Great Hour of Sharing
− $685 for the Christmas Fund
− $100 for Homewood Mother’s Day Offering
− $953 for Neighbors In Need Fund
− $195 for Strengthen the Church

Arou nd the Congregati on
ALTAR FLOWERS

LAYREADERS
February 2
February 9
February 16
February 23

Judy Brandenburg
Paul Fink
Laura Fontaine
Bunny Cramer

February 2
February 9
February 16
February 23

TBD
TBD
Diana Corl
TBD

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS

USHERS
February 2
February 9
February 16
February 23
February 26 Ash Wednesday

Team 6
Team 1
Team 2
Teem 3
Team 4

SOUND TECHNICIANS
February 2
Nick Fink
February 9
Chris Johnson
February 16
Tony Verdi
February 23
Nicole Fontaine
February 26 Ash Wednesday
Nick Fink

February 2
February 9
February 16
February 23

Dick and Susan Foot
Jesi & JJ Bell-Godfrey
Linda Delauder/Bill Steigelmann
Cemetery Board

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS
February 2
February 9
February 16
February 23

Nancy vom Lehn
Melissa Estes
Myesha Jackson-White
Robyn Bramhall

ACOLYTES
February 2
February 9
February 16
February 23

Davis Phillips
Faith Rosner
Kordell Weedon
Aveline Murphy

CHILDREN’S STORY
February 2
February 9
February 16
February 23

JANUARY 2020

January
January
January
January

8:15 am
10:30 am
5
46
104
12
52
88
19
50
83
26 (Combined)
147

January Average—143

Tracy Brown
Kathleen Rogers
Wendy Campbell
Bill Steigelmann

PSALMIST
February 2
February 9
February 16
February 23

2020 Average—143

Davis Phillips
Isaac Cummings
Maryjane Line
Kathleen Rogers

Operati ng Fi nances
2019 Operating Finances Year-to-Date – DECEMBER 31, 2019

Operating

Actual
Income
$474,364.44

Budgeted
Expenses
$398,042.23

Actual
Expenses
$397,696.35

Variant
$76,668.09

Children’s Center

$774,464.31

$671,172.37

$700,067.54

$74,396.77

$1,248,828.75

$1,069,214.70

$1,097,763.89

$151,064.86
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Christ Reformed
United Church of Christ

12 South Church Street
P.O. Box 333
Middletown , Maryland 21769

Rev. Mark Wakefield, Pastor
Contemporary Worship 8:15am
Sunday School for All Ages 9:15am
Traditional Worship 10:30am
Coffee Hour following 10:30 Worship

christreformeducc@comcast.net
www.crucc.org
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Frederick, Maryland 21701

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Church Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 9:00am-3:00pm
301-371-6610
Fax: 301-371-6912
Christ Church Children’s Center

Childcare
Mrs.
Missy Payne,
Payne, Director
Director
Ms. Missy
Mrs.Jesi
JesiBell-Godfrey,
Bell-Godfrey,Assistant
Asst. Director
Mrs.
Direc6 Weeks—12
tor Years
Mon-Fri
6:30am –Years
6:00pm
6 Weeks—12
Mon-Fri 301-371-0360
6:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net
301-371-0360
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net

Reaching out to help people to know
God through Jesus Christ.
Equipping people to love God through
the community of faith.
Sending people to serve God
throughout the world.

February 9
4pm Potluck
5pm Showtime
Please add your name to the sign up
sheet on the bulletin board in the
Narthex.

