No matter where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here. Because Jesus has taught
us to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and to love our
neighbors as ourselves we declare Christ Reformed UCC to be an Open and Affirming
church. We invite people of every race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity
and expression, age, marital status, economic circumstance, and physical and mental ability
into the worship, rites & sacraments, fellowship, and leadership of our church.
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I can predict the most overused preaching metaphor for the coming
year: 20/20 Vision. And I will begin the year shamelessly using it as well.
I have already seen church long range planning events and capital campaign
projects that have played on this image. Seeing at 20 feet what other
people see at 20 feet has always been the gold standard for visual acuity
and remotely possible for many of us only with the help of corrective lenses.
There are, of course, exceptions, people whose vision is more keen than
what is normal. Ted Williams arguably the greatest hitter in baseball history,
was said to have 20/10 vision. It served him well on the ballfield and in his
service as a Marine pilot in World War II.
We often see what we expect to see, what we want to see. Writing in
Psychology Today Marianna Pogosyan says:
“Obi-Wan Kenobi once advised Luke Skywalker to not trust his eyes,

because ‘your eyes can deceive you’.” Most of us can recall an instance from
our own non-Jedi lives when these words rang true. Think of a time when
your eyes saw what they wished to see: a person you were thinking about
on a busy street, a heart-shaped pebble you were looking for on the beach.
This phenomenon, called motivated perception.”

This can be comforting and conforming, but not always helpful.
Sometimes we need to look at it differently. While he was doing some
electrical work at our house I talked with Allen Coblentz about the bane to
many of us “mature” handy people. I complained about my difficulty in
seeing a project’s screw, wire or nut while wearing bi-focals. Getting the
project, my hands and my eyes in the best position can be a challenge.
Allen said a trick someone told him long ago is to turn your glasses upside
down. Turns out to be a simple and clever, if not long-term, solution.
As we begin 2020 at CRUCC vision is critical for the days ahead. Not the
vision that allows us to see what we want to see or a temporary trick we can
use to make everything clearer, but vision that aligns our church’s gifts, our
context and God’s call.
At our January joint Consistory and Board meeting night Jill White, who
is a friend of our congregation and a national staff person with the UCC, will
be leading us through a visioning process using population data for the
communities from which our church draws members. The exercise will give
us a better picture of who our “neighbors” are, which will enable us to think
more critically and creatively about how our church’s ministries should be
shaped to connect with those people. Seeing is basic to our faith, even
though this kind of “seeing” is done not with our eyes, but with our heart
and our head. The goal is not 20/20, to see with the same clarity as
everyone else. The goal is 20/1, to see the world as God sees.
(Continued on page 2)

Marki ngs (cont.)
While all our Board and Consistory members will be taking part it is not just for the formal
leadership of the church. If you would like to take part on January 13 please let Debbie Bruns in
the church office know. The event will begin at 6:30 and end by 9:00.

Notes
2020 Offering Envelopes Available
2020 Offering Envelopes are now available from Paul
or Nancy. If you have not previously requested
envelopes and would like to receive a pack, please
contact Paul Fink at 301-371-4658, Nancy vom Lehn at
301-371-7457, or Debbie Bruns in the church office.

Inclement Weather
In the case of inclement weather you can get the
latest word on our Sunday morning worship plans by
checking the church’s answering machine or by visiting
the church’s web page at www.crucc.org.

Annual Congregational Meeting
The annual meeting of the congregation will be held
in the Chapel on January 26th. That morning there will
be a single worship service at 10:00 a.m. followed by
the congregational meeting. The meeting is a time to
look back over the past year, elect officers, and consider
any other business brought forth by members.
Following the meeting there will be a fellowship lunch.
Please plan to join us.

The Frederick School of Religion
The Frederick School of Religion convenes for its 37th
consecutive year of classes on February 24, 2020. The
School is an ecumenical teaching organization that
provides a ‘Learning for Life’ experience for both laity
and clergy. The six-week series of classes includes a
broad range of topics appealing to diverse faith groups.
The location this year is Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Frederick, 4880 Elmer Derr Road,
Frederick, MD 21703. Nine courses will be offered on
consecutive Mondays and Tuesdays from February 24th
through March 31st with courses each afternoon (1 to
3pm) and each evening (7 to 9pm). All courses are
eligible for up to 1.2 Continuing Education Units.
Registration forms are available in the Narthex. Please
call 240-651-1865 or 203-918-5554 for more
information, or visit www.frederickschoolofreligion.org.

The FISH Fund
Each month a number of members of the church or
residents of the community come to Mark seeking
financial assistance. It may be mounting utility bills, an
overdue medical or car repair obligation, a family
emergency or it may simply be for groceries or gas. The
pastor responds to those requests using the FISH (For
Immediate Sympathetic Help) Fund, which is made up of
gifts from members of the congregation, often given on
communion Sundays. The last few years the fund has
been used heavily, so we invite you to help replenish this
source of aid to people in need. You can simply write a
check to the church and note it "FISH Fund."

Coffee Hour Hosts Needed
Each week one of the best ways we have to make new and
renew old connections with members and friends of the church
is at the coffee hour. We have the supplies of coffee, tea and
juice. All that’s needed is one or two people to set out the
items and do a bit of clean up afterward. Many people provide
a simple munchie (fruit or veggies or cookies) but that is not a
requirement. If you would like to host once or twice during the
year, please contact Debbie in the church office.

Nursery Volunteers Needed for the New Year
Our Nursery program is a vital ministry that needs your help!
Although we have a paid Nursery Attendant, we also need a
volunteer assistant to ensure adequate coverage during the
10:30 service. Volunteers rotate throughout the year, usually
only being called upon to cover every few months (or just once
a year if you prefer!). Please consider adding your name to the
roster by contacting Debbie Bruns in the church office. Even a
commitment of only one time a year would be helpful.

Holi day Hi ghli ghts
On December 8th, the
congregation received the Good
News of Christmas from some of
the youngest members of our
community of faith, as they
performed “The Jesse Tree”.

The Jesse Tree

On December 15th, our Annual Christmas
Cantata offered an evening that filled the
Sanctuary with beautiful songs of praise and
worship. Our ecumenical community of
performers made hearts and spirits soar in
preparation for the arrival of the Christ child.

Christmas Cantata

At our Christmas Eve Family
Service, the youth and children
joined us for our pageant. We
had angels, sheep and
shepherds join Mary, Joseph
and baby Jesus.

Christmas Eve Pageant

Thank You Notes
We would like to thank our church family for
the constant support, prayers, cards, texts,
calls and meals that have been provided to us
over these past 15 months during our
daughter’s illness. The outpouring of love
will never be forgotten. We are so grateful
for all of you.
~ Terry and Belinda (Be) Hill

To the wonderful friends at CRUCC
Thank you for the kindness that you have shown
me during the time that I have served as your
organist - for the encouragement and appreciation
– for coming to my concerts (!!) – AND – after I
fell – providing transportation to and from
Hagerstown – you are wonderful! I have loved
being your organist. Thank you, God bless you
and all the best, for the coming year and always.
~Elizabeth

Notes from Kathleen
Laugh more——it adds years to your life:
Why did the student take her math homework to gym class?
Answer: she wanted to work out her problems.
Teacher: I don’t understand how one person can make this many mistakes on her homework!
Student: It wasn’t just one person. My dad helped.
A lonesome woman parishioner demanded a home visit from her pastor. So, as promised, the reverend showed up and
sat by the woman’s bed and listened to her litany of woe. Finally, he asked to read some passages from her Bible.
In a much too sweet voice, she called to her little daughter playing in the next room. “Darling, please bring mother that
dear old book she reads every night.” Promptly the little girl brough in a copy of a popular television movie magazine.

January 19th (snow date January 26th)
Pot luck @ 4pm & Game @ 5pm

February 9
4pm Potluck
5pm Showtime
Please add your name to
the sign up sheet on the
bulletin board in the
Narthex.

Four contestants will play a single round which consist of six categories
(Worship, Symbols, Egypt, Books of the Bible, Church Year and the Book
of Genesis) with five questions in each category. But the twist to our
Jeopardy is that you can have a partner, so there will be two people
working together to arrive at the question (answer). Highest score
wins! So, I’m giving you time to strategize and choose a partner. Have
you got what it takes.? Ask yourself,
“Do you feel lucky? Well, do ya?”
Please add your team to the sign up
sheet on the bulletin board in the
Narthex. Each person on the winning
team will get a $25 Gift card for the
Olive Garden.

Stewardshi p
As of 12/22/2019, here are the reports from our Financial Secretaries, Paul Fink
and Nancy vom Lehn.
96
Total Pledges
29
Pledges increased
40
Pledges remained the same
15
Pledges decreased
9
Pledges stated they would give as able
3
Pledges for the first time
Total Pledge Amount: $223,462
Average Pledge: $2,328

Thanks to all for following The Way!

“I am the way…”

Plan You r Calendar
Book Club

The Book Club will meet at
11:30 on the following
Wednesdays at Fratelli’s to
discuss:
January 22: “The Book Woman of Troublesome
Creek” by Kim Michelle Richardson.
February26: “The Dutch House” by Ann
Patchett.

Homewood Monthly Luncheon

Friday, January 17 @ 12:00pm
7407 Willow Road, Frederick
Please RSVP to Diana Corl at
dwcorl39@comcast.net by 12/18.

THE

+ CLUB

Lunch, Bingo & Fellowship

Wednesday
Jan. 8 @ 6:30pm
Braddock Inn

When: January 9th
Noon to 2pm
Where: Coffee Hour Area
Bring a sandwich. Called to Care
will provide drinks and dessert. Add
your name to the sign up sheet or
contact the church office if you are
interested in joining The 80+ Club.

God on Tap is the name of a new
opportunity for members and friends
of CRUCC to gather to come to know
each other and to wrestle with some
of life’s great (and small) questions.
For more information, please contact Christine
Fontaine at 97cfontaine@gmail.com.

Guys Night Out
Brewer’s Alley

January 21st @ 6:30pm

We’ll enjoy some good food and fellowship.
If you plan to attend or would like to carpool,
please call the office or email Debbie at

Basket Class

We will be starting off the year with
a Choctaw Heart Basket, sometimes
referred to as an Elbow Basket.
The cost of this class will be
$12.00. This class will offer some
new techniques we haven’t used in
a good while. Come and join us
on January 21st at 12:30 p.m., or
January 28th at 6:30 p.m. Both
classes being held in the Parish
House. Newcomers are always welcome. Check with
Diana Corl or Gail Johnson if you have questions.

debbielbruns@comcast.net.

Craft Night

Our next craft night will be on Friday,
January 17th at 6:00pm in the Social
Room.
Any and all crafters are
welcome: scrapbookers, card
makers, needlecrafts, etc.
Please
RSVP to Beth Scott at 301.788.3524
or BethOScott@aol.com.

Commu ni ty Ou treach
Simply visit https://
smile.amazon.com/ch/520610448 and start shopping!

2 WAYS TO SUPPORT THE CHURCH!!
Purchase Amazon gift cards
through our Scrip program
and use the link above to
shop for all your holiday and
everyday needs. Our church
receives a portion of EVERY
purchase when you use this
link.

Chi ldren Center News

Rudolph (Olive K.) Santa (Travis K.) Elf (Tucker K.)

Santa came to visit CCCC!

CCCC's Annual Christmas Pageant directed by Terry Sparks had 55
performers between the ages of 2 and 5. It was a standing room only event!

Arou nd the Congregati on
ALTAR FLOWERS

LAYREADERS
January 5
January 12
January 19
January 26

Beth Mummert
Laura Fontaine
Gail Johnson
Wendy Campbell

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS

USHERS
January 5
January 12
January 19
January 26

Team 2
Team 3
Team 4
Team 5

January 5
January 12
January 19
January 26

Melissa Miller
Lorena & Keith Zecher
Laura & Tony Verdi
Called to Care

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS

SOUND TECHNICIANS
January 5
January 12
January 19
January 26

January 5
TBD
January 12
TBD
January 19 Bill Steigelmann & Linda DeLauder
January 26
Lewis Corl

Nick Fink
Chris Johnson
Tony Verdi
Nicole Fontaine

January 5
January 12
January 19
January 26

Nancy vom Lehn
Maryjane Line
Angie Stillisano
Tracy Brown

ACOLYTES
Birth Announcement
Grayson Michael Van Hook was born on August 25, 2019.
Congratulations to parents, Kelsey and Kevin, grandparents
Jay & Roxanne House and great-grandfather, Artie House.

December
December
December
December
December

1
8
15
22
29

December Average—175

Aveline Murphy
Lila Broadrup/Brielle Wilson
Connor McNeil
Clark Zecher

CHILDREN’S STORY
January 5
January 12
January 19
January 26

DECEMBER 2019
8:15 am
40
59
70
71
43

January 5
January 12
January 19
January 26

Gregg & Sarah Petermann
Kathleen Rogers
Joe Kroener
Wendy Campbell

PSALMIST

10:30 am
140
130
130
106
88

January 5
January 12
January 19
January 26

2019 Average—153

Scott Fogle
Nate Miller
Beatrix Canty
Morgan Bruns

Memorial
Amy Hill died on December 8, 2019.
A service celebrating her life was held on
December 14, 2019.

Christmas Eve 5pm Service — 114
Christmas Eve 7pm Service —276

Operati ng Fi nances
2019 Operating Finances Year-to-Date – NOVEMBER 30, 2019

Operating

Actual
Income
$398,874.23

Budgeted
Expenses
$364,872.09

Actual
Expenses
$350,982.11

Variant
$47,892.12

Children’s Center

$703,894.62

$615,241.33

$621,321.03

$82,573.59

$1,102,768.85

$980,113.42

$972,303.14

$130,465.71

Global

Christ Reformed
United Church of Christ
Rev. Mark Wakefield, Pastor
Contemporary Worship 8:15am
Sunday School for All Ages 9:15am
Traditional Worship 10:30am
Coffee Hour following 10:30 Worship

12 South Church Street
P.O. Box 333
Middletown , Maryland 21769

christreformeducc@comcast.net
www.crucc.org

Non Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
PERMIT 2202
Frederick, Maryland 21701

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Church Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 9:00am-3:00pm
301-371-6610
Fax: 301-371-6912
Christ Church Children’s Center

Childcare
Mrs.
Missy Payne,
Payne, Director
Director
Ms. Missy
Mrs.Jesi
JesiBell-Godfrey,
Bell-Godfrey,Assistant
Asst. Director
Mrs.
Direc6 Weeks—12
tor Years
Mon-Fri
6:30am –Years
6:00pm
6 Weeks—12
Mon-Fri 301-371-0360
6:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net
301-371-0360
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net

Reaching out to help people to know
God through Jesus Christ.
Equipping people to love God through
the community of faith.
Sending people to serve God
throughout the world.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 26
10am Combined Worship
Meeting & Lunch to Follow
Join us as we look back over the past
year, elect officers, and consider any
other business brought forth by members.

