No matter where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here. Because Jesus has taught
us to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and to love our
neighbors as ourselves we declare Christ Reformed UCC to be an Open and Affirming
church. We invite people of every race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity
and expression, age, marital status, economic circumstance, and physical and mental ability
into the worship, rites & sacraments, fellowship, and leadership of our church.
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Order your Easter Flowers

Use the enclosed order form to honor
or remember special family members,
friends or an event with potted
plants which will decorate our
sanctuary on Easter morning.

Deadline to order is
Monday, March 23

We are a culture that loves to measure things and data is all around us. From
the Sabremetrics used to quantify the performance of baseball players to the
standardized school testing used to assess academic preparedness and
achievement of students to the sophisticated algorithms that drive much of the
trading on Wall Street all organizations crunch numbers to direct decisions.
The church is not above this trend. The problem is that we have few pieces
of solid data to use other than “bucks in the bank and butts in the pews.” And
for most churches these days, including CRUCC, that data is concerning. While
our financial health has remained solid, the metric of weekly attendance shows a
decline over a number of years. There are many reasons for this, some entirely
reasonable such as cultural changes in church-going habits, while other
explanations are self-serving and a result of denial.
In an article published last month by the Alban Institute at Duke Divinity
School Nathan Kirkpatrick asks the question “Are we counting what counts?” The
article was born of a question posed to him after a church workshop: “If average
Sunday attendance means less than what it once did, then what do we measure
now?” There is something comforting about having a simple statistic to gauge
“success.” As Kirkpatrick says: “If we know that it is up this week or down this
quarter, then perhaps we have the capacity to manage it, remedy it, change it.
By measuring it, we feel some sense of control over the phenomenon of shifting
attendance patterns. Which brings us to the current question: What do we
measure now?”
Acknowledging “Not everything that can be counted counts, and not
everything that counts can be counted,” he goes on to suggest churches think
creatively about numbers. A church in New York lifts up the number 6, the
number of zip codes where their members serve. Every new program idea is
evaluated to determine if it connects with all 6 zips. A church in North Carolina
took pride in the number 11 because that is how many partner organizations they
brought together to accomplish a project to build tiny houses for people who
were housing-insecure. And a church in Illinois chose to say that 20,799 is its
most meaningful number, that being the estimated number of homeless children
in the city of Chicago. Committed to reducing that number to zero they were
more worried about the change they want to effect in the world, than how many
people come on Sundays.
Last month I sent a link to the article to the Consistory and asked them to
think creatively about what our CRUCC number might be. Beth Tucker replied:

During clinic yesterday, I began to think how his words and ideas would translate
into CRUCC. Is it hammering 100,000 nails into Habitat homes? Is it 500 free
coffee/ bag lunches for the homeless? Is it 20 children within the community
who receive homework help throughout the 12 years of schooling? The size of
the number isn't as important as the fact there is a numberthat something is being done by someone for someone else. That, to me, is what
being a member of the church community is about.
Your turn. Pick a number.

Notes
Reverend Clara Young Accepts Call as CRUCC
Interim Pastor
After a seven-month search process that included the
evaluation of 11 qualified candidates, the Interim Search
Committee (Bob Sheffler, Terry Sparks, Tracy Brown and
Ed Link) recommended to the Consistory that CRUCC call
the Reverend Clara Young to be our Intentional Interim
Pastor. She has accepted that call and will begin her
service as our Interim Pastor on 27 April. Prior to that she
will support the Settled Pastor Search Committee as an
advisor when requested. Reverend Young has 20 years of
experience as a pastor, including multiple interim
positions, two of which involved transitions from long-term
serving pastors. She has served congregations as a Church
educator in Orinda, CA and San Jose, CA. She facilitated
the startup of the new Wellspring Church in Centerville,
VA, and served as Associate Pastor at First and St.
Stephens UCC in Towson, MD. She served as the Interim
Sole Pastor at Zion UCC, Perry Hall, MD; the Greenbelt
Community Church, Greenbelt MD; and St. Paul’s UCC,
Woodstock, VA. Her congregations ranged from less than
100 to more than 550 individuals. She has had formal
training in Interim Ministry. The Wellspring Church was a
new Open and Affirming Church and another congregation
became Open and Affirming during her interim ministry.
Reverend Young was highly recommended by the
conference, fellow pastors and members of congregations
she has served. She lives in Annandale, VA with her
husband Randy and will commute to and from Middletown.
Soon after her official start in late April, we will plan an
event to allow members and friends to meet, greet and
warmly welcome Rev. Young to CRUCC.

Birthday Card Shower

On March 17th CRUCC member Pearl Gilbert will turn
101! Pearl and her son, Jack, live in an apartment next
door to the Parish House and have lived there more than
60 years. We invite you to help celebrate Pearl’s birthday
with a card shower. Her address is 8A South Church
Street, Middletown, MD 21769.

Easter Egg Hunt
Parish Life will be holding their Easter Egg Hunt on
Saturday, April 11th from 2:00 to 3:00pm. All children 12
and under are invited to come and enjoy the fun. Bring
your basket to collect eggs. We will have a craft for the
children to make, as well as cupcakes to decorate and
enjoy as a snack before we hunt the eggs. We are asking
for donations to fill the eggs, small items, such as stickers,
erasers, candy, any items that will fit in the plastic eggs.
There will be a box in the Narthex for these items.
Deadline for items will be April 5th.

Share Your Palm Plant
Palm plants are needed to decorate the sanctuary for
Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday. If you are able to share
your palm plant(s), please bring them to the church
sanctuary the week before Palm Sunday.

FREE Tax Assistance
Certified AARP tax counselors will be
providing free income tax assistance this
year on Tuesdays until April 14, 2020,
from 9am to 4pm at Holy Family Catholic
Church at 7321 Burkittsville Road,
Middletown.
Call
301-830-5288
to schedule an appointment. Bring all 2019 tax
documents, such as Forms W-2's, 1099R's, broker
statements, and any other Forms that reported
income, social security cards, health insurance
information, and picture ID. Also need to bring your 2018
Tax Return.

One Great Hour of Sharing
One Great Hour of Sharing is an offering that makes
the love of Christ real for individuals and communities
around the world who suffer the effects of disaster,
conflict, or severe economic hardship. This offering is
taken by all Christian denominations and supports more
than 100 relief projects around the world. This year’s
OGHS offering will be collected on Sunday, March
22nd. You can place your offering in the envelopes
distributed in worship on March 22nd or simply write a
check to the church and note it "OGHS."

Catoctin Association Spring Meeting
On Saturday, April 4th, our church will host the
Catoctin Association of UCC churches for it’s spring
meeting from 9:00-2:00. Representatives from the 36
central Maryland churches will meet for worship, business
items and a presentation on how local churches can use
demographic information about their communities to
shape their outreach. We need your help to host the
meeting! If you can help provide snacks, be a host for a
few hours or help with lunch please contact Debbie in the
church office.

Sunday
3/8
"May your day be touched by a bit of Irish
luck, brightened by a song in your heart and
warmed by the smiles of the people you
love". ~Irish saying

Happy March from Called to Care!

2020 Consi story , Boards & Commi ttees Members UPDATE
CONSISTORY
Elders
Edward Fontaine, Ed Higginbottom, Susan Keller, Beth Mummert, Mike Remsberg
New: Beth Tucker
Deacons
Linda DeLauder, Terri DeLloyd, Crystal Fink
New: Amanda Murphy, Gregg Petermann, Garry vom Lehn
CEMETERY BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Madelyn Cross, Skip Lare, Tom Mende, Keith Welty

Jay House, Treasurer; Bob Sheffler, Property Administrator
New: John Bowers, Richard Kefauver, Scott Montgomery, Keith Staley

Chi ldren’s Center News
Middletown Library visits
CCCC once a month and
the kids love it!"

The staff and
families of the
Children's Center
volunteered at the
Soup Kitchen on Feb
2nd. We want to
thank everyone who
helped serve as well
as provided desserts
for us to serve!

Notes from Kathleen
Laughter is still the Best Medicine
 Why was the library so tall?
 How is a surgeon like a doctor?
 What do you get when you cross
an airplane, an automobile, and a dog?

October 16 to October 18
Shepherd’s Spring Retreat Center
MORE DETAILS COMIING SOON!!

BIRTHDAY BAGS
for Our Neediest Children

March 22nd

Leave church parking lot @12:30
Returning at 3:30pm.
Bring a friend!!
Children under 6 need
a parent/guardian
to attend

Frederick County Public School is sponsoring a Birthday
Bag for needy children. As part of our 3 GREAT LOVES,
please consider donating items that will delivered on the
30th of March, April and May to the Staff Development
Center . Ways to Help: Sponsor a bag and fill it with cake
mix and icing, candles, birthday card, fun straws, ribbons
(rolls), cupcake liners, party plates, napkins, cups, party
decorations (hats, blowers etc.) small box crayons. Place
items in a 2 gallon zip-lock bag and tie close with a ribbon.
Items are for ages 4-10 years of age.

Ladies Only "Chill Night”
Cinco de Mayo
March 21 @ 6pm

Come and enjoy fellowship and food. Add your name to
the signup sheet in the Narthex by 3/18

March 14th
Regal Westview
Show starts at 4pm
Meet outside of ticket
counter at 3:30pm
ANSWERS:
 Because it had the most stories.
 They both keep you in stitches.
 A flying car-pet.

Thank You Notes
Thank you for all the cards, calls, and food sent
my way during my illness. Your thoughtfulness
is greatly appreciated.

~Chris Brandenburg

Plan You r Calendar
Book Club

The Book Club will meet at
11:30 on the following
Wednesdays at Fratelli’s to
discuss:
March 25: Someone Knows by Lisa Scottoline
April 22: Before You Were Ours by Lisa Wingate.

Guys Night Out
March 18th @ 6:30pm
Braddock Inn

We’ll enjoy some good food and fellowship.
If you plan to attend please email Debbie at

debbielbruns@comcast.net.

Wednesday Mornings @
7:00AM
Mountain View Diner
with Pastor Mark

Homewood Monthly Luncheon

Friday, March 20 @ 12:00pm
7407 Willow Road, Frederick
Please RSVP to Bunny Cramer at
silverhare20@comcast.net by 3/18.

THE

+ CLUB

Lunch, Bingo & Fellowship

When: March 12th
Noon to 2pm
Where: Coffee Hour Area
Bring a sandwich. Called to Care will provide drinks and dessert.
Add your name to the sign up sheet or contact the church office
if you are interested in joining The 80+ Club.

Combined Worship
April 26 @ 10am
Join us for Mark’s last sermon.
We will have a 10am combined
worship with a Social Hour after.

More details coming soon!
Handbell Concert
Sunday, May 3 @ 4pm
The concert will include favorites from
throughout the year, secular pieces for all
ages and small ensembles.

Basket Class

There will be no classes held in March.
We will resume in April.
Lent Study Groups

It has been a CRUCC tradition during Lent to have several small groups meet to study a book. This year you are invited to jump into one of
the following groups:
•The Sunday Night Small group invites you to join them starting March 1st, as they begin their dinner/discussion of the book Simon Peter:
Flawed but Faithful Disciple. The group meets from 5:00pm– 7:00pm in the Parish House. See David Grieger or Kathleen Rogers for more
information.
•The Gather Group, which meets in the Parish House on Sunday mornings at 9:15, will be studying. The Final Days of Jesus: A Lent Study by
Sacred Holidays by Becky Kiser. The study will involve coming together on Sunday mornings to discuss and reflect on reading and activities
done using the course workbook during the week. See Tracy Brown for more information.
•And Bill Steigelmann will be leading two groups. For more information contact Bill Steigelmann at bsteig@aol.com. He offers this description:
God: A Human History. This book by Reza Aslan will be the subject of a Lenten study that will begin on March 1 at 9:15am in the Social
Room.
Proof of Heaven: A Neurosurgeon’s Journey into the Afterlife. Dr. Alexander’s reflection on his near-death experience in 2008 became a
New York Times bestseller. This Lenten Study will include group discussions of this book and several other cases of OBEs (out-of-body
experiences). We will consider the curious question of what is “Consciousness?” The time and place for this study will be decided by those
who express an interest in participating.

Commu ni ty Ou treach
Simply visit https://smile.amazon.com/ch/520610448 and start shopping!

Christ Reformed receives a portion of
EVERY purchase.

Habitat for Humanity Middletown

On Saturday, March 7th and Wednesday, March 11th, CRUCC will be providing the volunteer
help at the Habitat building site. If you are willing to offer a few hours of help with the construction
please use this signupgenius link as soon as possible: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/30E0C4EAAAA2EAAF49-help Because of the tight space at the house on 211 S. Jefferson
they can only utilize 8-10 volunteers at a time. We’d love to be able to provide that number of
helpers, but if we can’t we need to let Habitat know so they can sign up volunteers from the wider
community. You can sign up for a full day (9:00-3:30) or a half day (9:00- 1:00). If you are willing
to help provide lunch or coffee you can also use the signupgenius link. If you can’t make either of
those dates, these are the other volunteer days for all the Middletown churches to work together:

Wednesday March 4
Wednesday, March 18
Saturday March 21
Wednesday, March 25

Talent Show Hi ghli ghts

Thank you to all those
who participated in
C.R.U.C.C. Got talent.
The acts were amazing
as usual. Thank you for
all the love and laughter
shared.

Arou nd the Congregati on
LAYREADERS
March 1
March 8
March 15
March 22
March 29

ALTAR FLOWERS

Dick Burd
Andrew Corl
Keith Zecher
Gregg Petermann
Beth Mummert

March 1
March 8
March 15
March 22
March 29

USHERS

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS

March 1
March 8
March 15
March 22
March 29

Team 5
Team 6
Team 1
Team 2
Team 3

March 1
March 8
March 15
March 22
March 29

SOUND TECHNICIANS
March 1
March 8
March 15
March 22
March 29

Jean Frock
Susan & Dick Foot
Tracy Brown
Wendy Campbell
Margaret Brandenburg
Griff & Mary Garwood
Bob & Jean Galey
Called to Care
Chris & Erick Botker
Jubilate deo Handbell Choir

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS

Chris Johnson
Tony Verdi
Nicole Fontaine
Nick Fink
Chris Johnson

March 1
March 8
March 15
March 22
March 29

Ryan Murphy
Angie Stillisano
Nancy vom Lehn
Myesha Jackson-White
Robyn Bramhall

ACOLYTES
March 1
March 8
March 15
March 22
March 29

Baptisms
Grayson Michael Van Hook, son of Kelsey
& Kevin, grandson of Roxanne and Jay
House and great-grandson of Artie House,
was baptized on February 23, 2020.

Connor McNeil
Lila Broadrup/Brielle Wilson
Clark Zecher
Davis Phillips
Kordel Weedon

CHILDREN’S STORY
March 1
March 8
March 15
March 22
March 29

FEBRUARY 2020
February
February
February
February

8:15 am
49
64
47
50

2
9
16
23

February Average—171

10:30 am
121
119
104
130

Sandy Oliynyk
Gregg & Sarah Petermann
Isabella Robey
Kathleen Rogers
Lorena & Keith Zecher

PSALMIST
March 1
March 8
March 15
March 22
March 29

2020 Average—157

Aveline Murphy
Connor McNeil
Beatrix Canty
Kathleen Rogers
Clark Zecher

Operati ng Fi nances
2020 Operating Finances Year-to-Date – JANUARY 31, 2020

Operating

Actual
Income
$53,408.36

Budgeted
Expenses
$32.257.00

Actual
Expenses
$37,120.58

Variant
$16,287.78

Children’s Center

$71,064.94

$68,032.31

$60,801.32

$10,263.62

Global

$124,473.30

$100,289.31

$97,921.90

$26,551.40

Christ Reformed
United Church of Christ
Rev. Mark Wakefield, Pastor
Contemporary Worship 8:15am
Sunday School for All Ages 9:15am
Traditional Worship 10:30am
Coffee Hour following 10:30 Worship

12 South Church Street
P.O. Box 333
Middletown , Maryland 21769

christreformeducc@comcast.net
www.crucc.org

Non Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
PERMIT 2202
Frederick, Maryland 21701

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Church Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 9:00am-3:00pm
301-371-6610
Fax: 301-371-6912
Christ Church Children’s Center

Childcare
Mrs.
Missy Payne,
Payne, Director
Director
Ms. Missy
Mrs.Jesi
JesiBell-Godfrey,
Bell-Godfrey,Assistant
Asst. Director
Mrs.
Direc6 Weeks—5th
tor Grade
Mon-Fri
6:30am –Years
6:00pm
6 Weeks—12
Mon-Fri 301-371-0360
6:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net
301-371-0360
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net

Reaching out to help people to know
God through Jesus Christ.
Equipping people to love God through
the community of faith.
Sending people to serve God
throughout the world.

(hosted by Parish Life)

Fratelli’s in Middletown
March 8th @ 12pm

Please add your name to the signup sheet in
the Narthex. You can order off the menu.

