
No matter where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here. Because Jesus has taught 
us to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and to love our 

neighbors as ourselves we declare Christ Reformed UCC to be an Open and Affirming 
church. We invite people of every race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity 
and expression, age, marital status, economic circumstance, and physical and mental ability 

into the worship, rites & sacraments, fellowship, and leadership of our church. 
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The first hint of cooler weather has arrived.  October is just a few days 
away.  In its own way Fall feels like a new beginning.  Yes, inevitably leaves 
fall and the luscious landscape of summer gives way to a barrenness.  From 
another perspective, humidity levels drop yielding a crisp invigorating air.  
Slowly colors creep into the trees and our landscape becomes a kaleidoscope 
of color and texture.  The unofficial holiday season begins as thoughts of 
scary stories read over Halloween became the gratitude of harvest and 
Thanksgiving.   

Once again, in 2020, we approach another season and know that it will be 
impacted by the COVID-19 virus.  Things will be different – how many times 
do we have to repeat that?   

Spiritually Fall can be a season of letting go of some of those expectations 
and burdens that prevent us from living fully into each day.  We know that 
we cannot pack football stadiums to cheer our favorite teams.  We can 
appreciate the dedication and hard work athletes of all ages put into gaining 
their skills.  We can make an effort to get our sports enjoyment into a more 
reasonable perspective.  And yes, the enormous amounts of money that go 
into some professional sports, including the lucrative gambling industry, just 
might be out of control.   

Spiritually Fall can be a season of letting go of our desire to always be right 
– whether we are or not.  It might be time to let go of some of what we 
thought was undeniable truth which we learned in school, but which was only 
a partial rendition of history.  Other voices participated in that same history 
and were not allowed to be heard.  We need to let those leaves of 
“rightness” fall so that new growth can occur. 

Spiritually Fall can be a season of letting go grievances we may have with 
one another.  Too many of us carry around excess baggage that prevents us 
from living our lives fully. 

Spiritually Fall can be a season of thinking about what you need to (in the 
language of the seasons – hibernate) once again enter a time when we are 
inside more than outside.  Sometimes the more difficult person for us to be 
around is ourselves.  Can we let go of those leaves of self-doubt and self-
criticism and permit them to fall away as we see ourselves surrounded by 
God’s grace and abundant love.  Can we see ourselves as Beloved?  Can we 
learn to rest easy in the arms of God?  Can we allow the new growth of our 
Spirits to germinate and prepare to give birth?  

Let us enter into this new kind of Fall in a spirit of letting go of all that is in 
the way of our becoming all that God wills for us. 

Grace and Peace, Rev. Clara 

Young Thoughts  

October 11, 2020 



Notes 

Church World Services Donation 
Hurricane Laura devastated a large swath of Louisiana 

and Texas leaving thousands homeless and many thousands 
more without basic services like water and power. The people 
impacted are not only on the Coast but a hundred miles 
inland. In addition, our west coast states are being devastated 
by wildfires. California and Oregon are experiencing the worst 
fire season ever and it has barely started. Our traditional 
approach to responding to disasters has been getting 
donations for “hurricane buckets” to assist with clean up. 
Church World Services and the Red Cross have already sent 
out those items.  What is needed most is financial support so 
these organizations can supply the kind of help needed. Many 
of the families affected, in both instances have nothing left to 
clean up! They need assistance that can be focused on 
individual needs, which can vary greatly from family to family 
as well as community to community. The Discipleship Board 
decided the best way to meet the immediate needs was to 
send financial assistance to Church World Services, NOW.  If 
you are moved by the devastation you see on the news and 
the millions of families affected, please donate to the 
organization of your choice or send a donation to the church 
for “Disaster Relief” and we will see that CWS get the 
donations, In the future we will be organizing activities to 
prepare School and Hygiene bags so that CWS can replenish 
their supplies for future disasters. Please participate in this 
very important act of caring.  

Opportunity to Meet Rev. Clara  
Rev. Clara Young became our interim pastor at the end of 

May and over the summer months she has met in person with 
many congregants who serve on our Boards and 
Committees.  Church & Ministry would like to invite anyone 
who has not yet had the opportunity to meet her to schedule 
your meeting. She is most interested in getting to know you, 
but also wants you to get to know her and her husband 
Randy. We are proposing a front porch visit at the Parish 
House every Tuesday and Thursday from 10-11am. There is 
enough room to properly social distance for 4 people or 2 
couples in addition to Clara and masks are required. On 
Tuesdays it will just be Rev. Clara. On Thursdays her husband 
Randy will join her. If you are interested in setting up a time 
to meet please reach out to Lisa Remsberg at 
lisaremsberg@comcast.net to schedule. We will start 
scheduling on October 8 and keep scheduling until everyone 
who wants has an opportunity to meet her. Please RSVP with 
date and number in your party. Please also respond with an 
alternate date since we can only schedule 4 at a time. If you 
are still unsure of meeting in person and would like to 
schedule a Zoom meeting with her please let Lisa know that 
as well. We hope you all take this opportunity to meet Rev. 
Clara and welcome her to CRUCC.  

Main Street Properties – Town Parking Lot  
In the late 1990s, CRUCC purchased two lots on Main 

Street (between Weagly House and the Cemetery) which are 
currently vacant.  Our hope has been to eventually find use 
for these properties for CRUCC facilities.  We have no current 
improvement plans for these properties at this time or for the 
foreseeable future.  Recently, the Town of Middletown has 
approached us as to our potential interest in leasing a portion 
of these properties along Main Street for Town Parking (a 

small lot similar in size to that across from 
Asian Café and next to the former post 
office).  The Consistory agreed to open up 
a dialogue with the Town on this subject.  
A project committee will be established to 
work with the Town to see if there is 
something viable here for CRUCC to 
formally consider.  If the Consistory 
determines that a proposal to lease this area to the Town is a 
good opportunity for CRUCC, the proposal will be put forth for 
a vote by the Congregation before any final action is taken. 

Neighbors In Need 
On October 4, 2020 – World-wide Communion Sunday – 

we will think globally as we share communion with breads 
from around the world.  This is also Neighbors in Need 
Offering Sunday.  Neighbors in Need Offering is one of five 
special offerings of the United Church of Christ.  What is 
the “Neighbors in Need” special mission offering? 
Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the 
United Church of Christ that supports ministries of justice and 
compassion throughout the United States. One-third of NIN 
funds support the Council for American Indian Ministry 
(CAIM). Two-thirds of this offering is used by the UCC's 
Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of 
justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects 
through grants. Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to 
UCC churches and organizations doing justice work in their 
communities. These grants fund projects whose work ranges 
from direct service to community organizing and advocacy to 
address systemic injustice.  If you wish to contribute, checks 
can be made out to CRUCC with Neighbors in Need in the 
memo section. 

Close Captioning: 
Close captioning has been added to the September 20, 

2020 service on the YouTube Platform.  When this option is 
available, we will make our best effort to include close 
captioning.  If anyone wants a hard copy of the basic service, 
including scripture and sermon, please contact Debbie in the 
office.  An electronic copy is sent out to a few people who 
have made such a request and we can mail a print copy if 
anyone wishes. 

Stewardship Committee Update 
In preparation for the Fall Stewardship "Pledge Drive," 

and a reminder that "Stewardship is a year-round activity," 
the Stewardship Committee is asking that members and 
friends of CRUCC record a brief film clip in which they briefly 
describe a stewardship activity they were part of during 2020. 
Instructions on where to send the film clips will be sent at a 
later date. 

Search Committee Update 
The Settled Pastor Search Committee has been hard at 

work meeting via zoom to work on the church profile draft. 
We are excited to share that we are on track to have the 
draft profile finalized by late October. At that time we will 
send it out to the Congregation for review and provide you a 
place to share your input with us. As always, if you have any 
questions please contact Chair Jesi Bell-Godfrey (chair) at 
cruccsearchcommittee@gmail.com.   



What’s Shakin? 

 Adult Book Study 
Sundays @ 5pm 

Please contact David Grieger at  
griegerdavid@gmail.com for the link. 

 

Women’s Book Study 
Wednesdays @ 7pm 

Please contact Kathleen at  
kathleen.rogers1@comcast.net for the link. 

Welcome to the first installment of “What’s Shakin’?”  This will be a monthly update of the happenings 
of your CRUCC Jubilate Deo handbell choir. The unwelcome hiatus, precipitated by the coronavirus, 
hit us hard.  The choir was unable to share in worship during March and April and we had to cancel our 
annual May concert.  Hopefully we can share with you the music we had worked so hard on sometime 
soon. Our 2020-21 season began August 29 with our annual retreat.  Ringing this fall are:  Brenda 
Fogle, Terry Sparks, Kathleen Rogers, Linda Rogerson, Julie Frye, Dinah Esworthy, Sue Wickless, 
Renee Brandenburg, Myesha Jackson-White, and David Grieger.  We also welcome back to the 
ringing fold, Gail Johnson. Our rehearsal space has moved to the sanctuary to leave the chapel area 
as clean as possible for our day care kiddos.  In order to safely ring we are spread out, each masked 
ringer at their own individual table, all over the front of the sanctuary.  It makes hearing each other and 

staying together a challenge, but we are so happy just to be making music again. We are looking forward to sharing with you 
during outdoor services and we will be recording music for the Thursday evening Facebook events. 

 

 

Pre-recorded services viewing options are available 
on our Facebook page, YouTube and Instagram 
(links posted on church website at www.crucc.org).  
 

Join us after worship at 11:30am for Zoom Coffee 
Hour.  Link is sent out via email on Sunday mornings. 

Sundays @ 10:30am 

Plan Your Calendar 

 

Facebook Virtual Worship 

Sunday 10/11 @ 10:30am OCTOBER 4 

Facebook Live! 
Thursdays @ 7:30pm 

Song requests can be sent to Debbie in the church office. 

Sundays @ 11:30am 



2020 Walk to End Alzheimer's - Frederick, MD 

Sunday, October 11, 2020 

This year's walk will consist of individual walks around 
home neighborhoods. Please make a donation to help 
the Alzheimer's Association advance research into 
prevention, treatments and a cure for Alzheimer's. For 
the millions already affected by the disease, the 
Association offers care, education, support and 
resources in communities nationwide.  YOU will be 
affected by this disease...either yourself or someone you 
know. The end of Alzheimer's disease starts here. Please 
help Beth exceed her goal of $1,000.  Or join her 
team!  Thank you so much for your continued support! 
Use the link below to make a donation or join her team. 

http://act.alz.org/site/TR?fr_id=13502&pg=personal&px=5387232 

Communi ty  Servi ce 

Soup Kitchen Desserts NEEDED 
Desserts for 150 people are needed for the October 4th Soup 
Kitchen.  Please call Anita at 301-371-8896 and leave a message 
about your willingness to donate individually wrapped servings of 
desserts.  On Saturday the 3rd Anita will be in the church parking lot 
between 12:00 and 2:00pm for you to drop off your desserts.  If 
you are unable to come between those hours, there will be a cooler 
on the Parish House porch between 8:00am and 4:00pm for you use. 

Simply visit https://
smile.amazon.com/ch/52-
0610448 and start shopping! 

 

2 WAYS TO SUPPORT THE CHURCH!! 
Purchase Amazon gift cards 
through our Scrip program and use 
the link above to shop for all your 
holiday and everyday needs.  Our 
church receives a portion of EVERY 
purchase when you use this link. 

 

Please join us as we celebrate the Harvest with a Service of Thanksgiving. 
Max Finberg, CEO of Growing Hope Globally, will deliver the 
meditation.  During 2020 we are supporting a program in COLOMBIA 
called the SINCELEJO MONTES DE MARIA. Located in one of the 
regions of Colombia that was most affected by the conflict and violence 
of the early 2000s, this program focuses on increasing food security 
through improved agricultural practices and peace building. Activities 
include agricultural training, community organizing, improving access to 
markets, and advocacy for victims of violence and displacement.  

October 18 @ 3pm 
Growing Project Farm   

11720 Wolfsville Road, Myersville, MD 

PLEASE NOTE: 
Due to COVID19, the other activities of the 
Festival will not take place this year. Masks 

and social distancing will be required.  

Thank You  Note 

Dear CRUCC family, 
Thank you all so very much for the cards, calls, and meals during my recent surgery and 
recovery.  Most importantly, thank you for the incredible amount of prayers.  God heard 
each and every one of them!  Blessings to you all, Beth Stitely  

http://act.alz.org/site/TR?fr_id=13502
http://act.alz.org/site/TR?fr_id=13502&pg=personal&px=5387232


2020 Operating Finances Year-to-Date – AUGUST 31, 2020 

  Actual 
Income 

Budgeted 
Expenses 

Actual 
Expenses Variant 

Operating $288,030.02 $257,931.00 $228,729.41 $59,300.61 

Children’s Center $366,982.70 $544,258.48 $425,055.03 -$58,072.33 

Global $655,012.72 $802,189.48 $653,784.44 $1,228.28 

Operati ng Finances 

Sometimes you have to just laugh: 
A young couple came into the office of Msgr. Charles Dollen of Poway, California, to fill out the 
prenuptial-questions form. The young man, who had never talked to a priest before was nervous 
and Msgr. Dollen tried to put him to ease. When they came to the question, “Are you entering this 
marriage of your own free will?” there was a long pause, finally his fiancée looked at the young 
man and said, “Put down, Yes.” 

 

 Please join us for Children’s Church/ Sunday school each Sunday via Zoom at 9am. Link sent out each week. For the month of October, 
we will have a share time each Sunday to begin class.  

 October 4---bring your favorite game to play, it has to be something that you play with someone else (cards, boardgame etc) NO 
VIDEO GAMES PLEASE 

 October 11—come prepared to tell me if you could be any animal in the world, you need to tell the class what it is and why.  Bring a 
picture of the animal  

 October 18—outdoor service. If no service, we will have SS 
 October 25—dress up for Halloween and come to class. 

 October 18th is Children’s Sabbath Sunday. It is an outdoor service but it would be very nice to have youth prepare a dance or song to 
share that day. Please let Kathleen know no later than October 11th if your child(dren) would be willing to share their talent at this service.  

Comfort & Joy: Share your Story 
With COVID changing how little we connect these days 
this is a great time to remember and reflect and share 
those moments with others. Recently I came into 
possession of a booklet that was done back in 1996. It 
was done for Advent and it contained short stories, 
poems and recipes from congregants about what the 
holiday meant to them. I read some of these stories and it 
totally warmed my heart.  I would like to replicate that by 
doing a booklet like that with short stories, poems, 
recipes whatever you might want to share that makes the 
holiday special for you and your family.  Is it a family 
tradition passed down for generations or is it something 
that you read that touches you and you feel the need to 
partake of it every year? I am going to call it “Comfort and 
Joy”. I would like to hand out on the first Sunday of 
Advent, so please email or hand deliver your entries to 
Kathleen no later than November 1st. 

Kathleen’s Korner 

Adult Sunday School Class 
I want to share something that has 
been on my heart for a while. I 
know that this has been difficult 
not having your Sunday school 
group. I am proposing a 

devotional time for this group to meet. I propose that one person 
would lead the devotional time and it would not have to be any 
longer than 45 minutes or so. Someone from your group would 
lead the discussion each week. It could be a Devotional Lunch 
study group. Meet on zoom to share the reading and discuss it 
as a group while you enjoy your lunch together. You could meet 
at 1pm (or anytime convenient for the group) on Sunday 
afternoon. The discussion topics could come from the rear of the 
Upper Room, so there is literally no major planning, read the 
devotional and reflect on the questions in the book.  If this is 
something that you would like to join, please reach out to 
Kathleen at 240-619-9903 or Kathleen.rogers1@comcast.net.   
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Christ Church Children’s Center 

Childcare 
Ms. Missy Payne, Director 

Mrs. Jesi Bell-Godfrey, Assistant Direc-
tor 

6 Weeks—12 Years 
Mon-Fri    6:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

301-371-0360 
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net 

 

12 South Church Street 
P.O. Box 333 
Middletown , Maryland  21769 

christreformeducc@comcast.net 
www.crucc.org 

Reaching out to help people to know  
God through Jesus Christ.  

Equipping people to love God through  
the community of faith.  

Sending people to serve God  
throughout the world. 

Christ Church Children’s Center 
Childcare 

Mrs. Missy Payne, Director 
Mrs. Jesi Bell-Godfrey, Asst. Director 

6 Weeks—5th Grade 
Mon-Fri    7:00am – 5:30pm 

301-371-0360 
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net 

 You may participate in worship either in the safety of your car or out on the lawn (you will need to bring your own 
lawn chairs).  Don’t worry, we have a sound system, so you can hear! 

 Come around 9:45-9:50am to park your car.  REMAIN IN YOUR CAR, ushers will come to you and show you where 
you may sit in order to maintain social distance. 

 WEAR A FACE MASK!  If you do not, or think you cannot, you will be asked to remain in your car (open windows 
are fine) for the safety of you and others. 

 At 10:00am the service will begin.  We will be live-streaming the service on FaceBook, Instagram and YouTube. 
 There will be baskets placed around the area to receive any offering or offering envelopes you wish to leave. 
 There may be Bathroom Facilities available (only the restrooms in the narthex of the church.  There may be some 

protocol involved in order to enter the building – such as temperature check and logging into a list) 
 After the service the ushers will escort you back to your cars.  Please remain seated where you were. 
 In case of inclement weather (and yes, that includes rain) updated information will be provided on Saturday 

evening on our website and Facebook page and Sunday morning the pastor and someone from the music 
department will live stream a minimalist version of the service from the sanctuary on Facebook Live and Instagram.  
YouTube is not an option. 

Sunday, 10/18 @ 10am  
Parking Lot of Christ Reformed United Church of Christ   

Middletown, MD 


