
No matter where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here. Because Jesus has taught 
us to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and to love our 

neighbors as ourselves we declare Christ Reformed UCC to be an Open and Affirming 
church. We invite people of every race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity 
and expression, age, marital status, economic circumstance, and physical and mental ability 

into the worship, rites & sacraments, fellowship, and leadership of our church. 
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This is that time of year when we as a nation celebrate our patriotic 
holidays.  As this edition of Visions goes to press, we are preparing for the 
unofficial beginning of summer, Memorial Day Weekend.  That holiday is so 
much more than cookouts, beach trips and the Indianapolis 500.  At the 
beginning of July, we commemorate the signing of one of our founding 
documents, the Declaration of Independence, our statement about liberty. 

These are not “church” holidays as such.  They are civic holidays.  Yet 
each has a dimension that is grounded in faith.  Memorial Day 
commemorates those who died while serving their country.  The Fourth of 
July speaks to liberty, a subject to which our Christian faith speaks. 

Last year, just before beginning my ministry at CRUCC, we took a drive to 
Antietam.  It was the first time we had gone anywhere after the lock-down.  
As always, the cemetery there at Antietam is emotionally moving.  It is 
much smaller than Arlington National Cemetery where we often walk the 
paths to honor friends and family buried there.  It is not as busy as 
Gettysburg where one of the founding documents related to liberty was first 
presented by Abraham Lincoln at the dedication of the cemetery there.  All 
three places, along with the Vietnam Wall, are somber sites where we 
appropriately remember the cost of our political decision-making and the 
courage of men and women (actually in many cases teenagers) to risk 
everything for the sake of their belief in their country and their relationship 
with each other. 

There is a lot of “talk” about freedom nowadays – particularly around the 
freedom to wear or not wear masks or to be vaccinated or not.  It seems 
the popular definition of freedom is “I have the right to do whatever I want 
to do.”  But take care that this liberty of yours does not become a stumbling 
block.   (words from the Apostle Paul in his first letter to the church of 
Corinth.)   

We in the United Church of Christ recognize individual (and organizational 
congregational) freedom.  However, we also recognize the idea of covenant 
– living with one another in relationship for the good of all of us.  Our 
freedom is connected to everyone else’s freedom.  This country’s great 
touchstone of “liberty and freedom for all” means we live out those words 
from St. Paul.   

As we move into the patriotic holidays of the summer may we remember 
those who gave the ultimate sacrifice so that we might uphold the ideas of 
liberty and freedom for one another and as a witness to the world. 

Grace and Peace Rev. Clara 

Young Thoughts  

HELLO JUNE and Happy Father's Day 
to all dads.. "Dads are most ordinary 

men turned by love into heroes, 
adventurers, story-tellers and 

singers of song" 
May your day be special.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

from Called to Care 

 



Notes 

Called to Care 
Called to Care (CTC) is in need of someone who will 

resume the leadership of this group.  After 13 yrs. at the 
helm, Bunny Cramer has decided it is time to "pass the 
baton".  CTC will be able to resume some activities now 
that more openings are allowed.  CTC sends cards for 
special occasions, including holidays. Meals and 
transportation are available for those who need them.  The 
80+ Club is sponsored by CTC and hopefully will soon be 
able to resume Bingo & lunch gatherings.  They distribute 
Christmas Bags to those who don't get out or those finding 
it difficult to get out and about.  New ideas to be in service 
are always welcome. There are currently 11 members and 
new members are always welcome.  They meet on the 4th 
Tuesday of each month at 1:00pm. For questions or 
interest in learning more about this group, please contact 
Bunny at silverhare20@comcast.net or call  
301-662-8082. 

Altar Flowers 
Resuming in-person in-sanctuary worship means having 

flowers on our altar once again.  If you are interested in 
providing flowers for our altar during the year, please 
contact Gail Johnson at 240-357-0514 with the dates you 
wish to have flowers on the altar, and she will get it to the 
appropriate folks taking care of the flowers for the month.  
We order our flowers from CM Bloomers in Brunswick, and 
the charge for the church is $51.  You then send your check 
to the church office with a note in the memo that it’s for 
altar flowers. 

Altar Flower Guild 
Since church is now open for services we need to get 

up and going again with the Altar flower folks.  Diana Corl 
is not able to take care of this any longer, so Gail Johnson 
will be the new coordinator. She has sent out an e-mail to 
all the former members seeing if they wish to continue.  
There are a few who do not wish to continue, so if anyone 

has an interest in working with us please 
contact Gail at 240-357-0514.   

Offering Envelopes 
Now that we have returned to in 

person services, offering is being 
collected at both services.  If you would 
like offering envelopes, please contact 
Nancy vom Lehn or Paul Fink. 

Vacation  
Rev. Clara will be taking a week of vacation June 21-

28.  She will out of town visiting her daughter’s family, 
including their grandson.  Worship services the weekend 
of June 26 and 27 will be led by the Rev. Cynthia Mason.  

Worship 
Join us for in person worship on Saturday afternoons 

at 5:00pm for the Contemporary Service and/or Sunday 
mornings at 10:30am for the Traditional Service or online 
on Facebook and YouTube on Sundays at 10:30am. 

Printed Version of the Service 
If you would like a printed version of the service, 

please let the church office know you email address.  
Since Close Captioning won’t be immediately visible on 
live-streaming, we can send an electronic version of the 
scripture and sermon on Saturdays so you will have it 
available on Sunday mornings. 

 2021 2020  

Pledges Received   77 104 -27 

Total Pledge  $  199,828.00   $  236,382.00   $ (36,554.00) 

Increased Pledges 20   

Decreased Pledges 14   

No Change Pledges 43   
 
Here is the information requested relating to the 2021 General Fund pledge campaign.   

Jubliate Deo Handbell Choir. 
In May, our beloved Director, Anne Grieger, 
finished our final tutelage. Anne and David 
will be moving. We have been so thankful for 
her leadership and encouragement these 
past few years. We will miss you! 
Ringer of the Month: 
This month’s ringer is Lara Wilson.  Lara and 
her family started 
joining us in 

worship during the pandemic. And she 
has only been ringing with us for a few 
months.  Lara loves the teamwork that 
bells require, and the sound of them.  
She enjoys Italian food, travel and 
watching documentaries with her 
husband.  Her favorite thing to do is 
hang with her family. And Lara is good 
at word games!  

 

 Adult Book Study 
Sundays @ 5pm 

 

Please contact Kathleen at 
 kathleen.rogers1@comcast.net  

for the link. 

Please plan to join us for the    
Blessing of the Seed  

Sunday, June 13 at 3:00 pm 
in the Growing Fields 
11720 Wolfsville Road 

Myersville, MD.  
Celebrate the anticipation as we begin 
our 16th year working to  reduce world 

hunger with this year’s program in Haiti 
Mole St Nicolas. 

 



CHURCH WORLD SERVICES HYGIENE KITS 

Discipleship Board will be collecting hygiene kits for Church World Services.  The cost 

of the supplies comes to about $15,  Please pack the  Hygiene kits in a Gallon zip lock bag 

and deliver to the church during services Saturday or Sunday's or drop them off at the 

Parish house from now until Sunday July 18.   

CWS Hygiene Kits  (please put ONLY the items listed and the amounts listed in the bag) 

• One hand towel measuring approximately 15”x18” to 16x32”.  (no fingertip, bath, 

dish towel or micro-fiber) 

• One washcloth 

• One wide-tooth comb removed from the package. 

• One finger nail or toe nail clipper removed from the package 

• One bath size bar of soap in the wrapper 

• One toothbrush in the package 

• Ten standard size Band-aids 

All items need to fit inside a one-gallon plastic zipper 

closure bag.  Remove the excess air from the bag and seal 

before boxing.  Do not add any extra items or toothpaste.  A 

tube of extended expiration date toothpaste will be added 

to each Hygiene Kit just prior to its journey.  

Processing fee:  $2.00 per kit. *Do not enclose money inside 

the kits or shipping boxes. If you have any questions or need 

your donation picked up, please call Anita Link at home at 

301-371-8896 or on her cell at 443-310-5726.  

Communi ty  Ou treach 

Middletown Food Bank Donations 
The Discipleship Board continues to 
collect items for the Middletown Food 
Bank.  There is a box on the Parish 
House porch for canned and non 
perishable food donations. Please, if you 
can, pick up an extra item or two while 
doing your regular grocery shopping, 
and when you’re in the vicinity, drop 
them off at the Parish House. 



2021  Graduates 

2021 High School Graduates 
Brady Austin, son of Bill and Dana, is graduating from Middletown High School, where he 
participated in Cross Country.  He plans to attend FCC in the fall. 

Autumn Bramhall , daughter of Robyn and George, is graduating from Middletown High 
School.  Autumn will be attending the University of Kentucky this fall to study nursing. 

Grace Coccagna, daughter of Michael and Christina Coccagna and granddaughter of Paul and Glenda Wiles 
is graduating from Linganore High School. She plans to attend Dickinson University in the fall.   

Brynn Gentile, daughter of Nicole and Brad, is graduating from Middletown High School.  She plans to 
attend Salisbury University in the fall, playing soccer and majoring in Business/Sports Management. 

Lars Lynch, son of Alison and Jack, is graduating from Middletown High School. He played on the varsity 
football team in his junior year and played football for the first time ever in his life.  One of the biggest thrills 
of this time was going to the state championships with his team and winning!  He also was inducted into the 
Order of the Arrow in Boy Scouts and earned the distinction of Eagle Scout after many years as a scout at 
the approval of CRUCC's own Andrew Corl. Lars plans to attend Penn State Harrisburg in the Fall majoring in 
business and hopes to make the golf team.   

Christopher McCartney, son of Sarah Foster and grandson of Wendy and Mike Campbell, is gradating 
from Jefferson High School.  He was a member of the Air Force Junior ROTC all four years of high school.  
He plans to take a gap year and work. 

Jessica Mekkelson, daughter of Scott and Stephanie Mekkelson is graduating from Middletown High 
School with Honors.  Jessica is a member of the National Honor Society, Science National Honor Society, 
Quill and Scroll and National Dance Honor Society.  She has danced at Dee Buchanan Studio of dance since 
she was 4 and has been a member of the competition team since she was 9. She has been a member of the 
MHS Dance Team each year in high school.  She plans to attend University of Tennessee in the fall, majoring 
in Pre Veterinary Medicine. 

Ethan Moser, son of Jason and Angie, is graduating from Middletown High School. 

 

2021 College Graduates 

Jordan Bramhall, daughter of Robyn and George, is graduating with a BS in Psychology and Sociology/
Anthropology from High Point University. Jordan will begin the MA in Clinical Psychology program at Towson 
State University this fall.  

Logan Bramhall, daughter of Robyn and George, is graduating with an MBA from Frostburg State 
University.  

Nicholas Coccagna, son of Michael and Christina Coccagna and grandson of Paul and Glenda Wiles, is 
graduating from Loyola with double major in Mechanical and Materials Engineering.   

Juliana Jolie Lynch, daughter of Alison and Jack, graduated from Urbana High School from the 
international bachelorette (IB)  program 5 years ago.  She then took a gap year and studied in Jerusalem at 
a all girls' arts seminary for a year studying music, piano and Jewish studies.  She is graduating with a 
degree in music education from NYU this May and will be certified to teach K-12.   

 



2021 Operating Finances Year-to-Date – APRIL 30, 2021 

  Actual 
Income 

Budgeted 
Expenses 

Actual 
Expenses Variant 

Operating $124,840.26  $151,431.16  $126,214.69  -$1,374.43 

Children’s Center $248,186.57  $290,293.64  $188,431.37  $59,755.20 

Global $373,026.83 $441,724.80 $314,646.06 $58,380.77 

Operati ng Finances 

Includes Grant Money
Actual Income
Actual Expenses
Budgeted Expenses
Report

Kids say the darndest things:  
• Kristie: “Why does your father go to work at the bakery?” Allie: “He kneads the 

dough.” 
• Where are the kings and queens of England crowned?  On their heads. 
• Is it true that President Lincoln wrote the Gettysburg Address while riding from 

Washington to the battleground on the back of an envelope?” a student asked. “Yes, 
that’s what the history books tell us,” replied the teacher. “How many legs did the envelope have?” 

 
 Just letting you all know that although we are inside the building for worship, we will continue to share Sunday school through 

Zoom until further notice. It starts at 9am and will last around 30 to 45 minutes. 
 Adults: for upcoming projects I would like to do with the children over the summer, please start saving toilet tissue and paper 

towel rolls. Also, any canned goods you use please clean out the can and save for me. I will need mostly 8 oz  and 15 oz cans.  

Kathleen ’s Korner 

Search Commi ttee Update 

The Settled Pastor Search Committee is 
happy to share that we have received 
numerous profiles for the Settled Pastor 
position since posting in February. While we 
are still receiving and reviewing profiles, we 
are also currently interviewing candidates. 
Next time you're at church, make sure to 
check out the newly displayed poster in the 
Narthex. This informational poster explains 
what steps the committee has completed and 
what steps we still need to complete before a 
candidate calling takes place. As always, if 
you have any questions, please don't hesitate 
to contact Jesi Bell-Godfrey (Chair) 
at cruccsearchcommittee@gmail.com.  



 

 SATURDAY 
JULY 3RD @ 

4pm 

Christ Reformed 
United Church of Christ 

Rev. Clara Young, Pastor 
 

OnLine Worship 10:30am 
Zoom Coffee Hour 11:30am 

 

Church Office Hours 
Mon/Wed/Fri 9:00am-3:00pm 

301-371-6610 
Fax: 301-371-6912 

 
Non Profit Organization 
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Frederick, Maryland  21701 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Christ Church Children’s Center 

Childcare 
Ms. Missy Payne, Director 

Mrs. Jesi Bell-Godfrey, Assistant Direc-
tor 

6 Weeks—12 Years 
Mon-Fri    6:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

301-371-0360 
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net 

 

12 South Church Street 
P.O. Box 333 
Middletown , Maryland  21769 

christreformeducc@comcast.net 
www.crucc.org 

Reaching out to help people to know  
God through Jesus Christ.  

Equipping people to love God through  
the community of faith.  

Sending people to serve God  
throughout the world. 

Christ Church Children’s Center 
Childcare 

Mrs. Missy Payne, Director 
Mrs. Jesi Bell-Godfrey, Asst. Director 

6 Weeks—5th Grade 
Mon-Fri    7:00am – 5:30pm 

301-371-0360 
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net 

Parish Life will serve the 
chicken and drinks, and we ask 
that you all bring a side dish or 
dessert to share with everyone. 
Please contact Connie Bell or 
Marty Estell to sign up.  Please 
bring your lawn chair too. 

Join Us! 


