
No matter where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here. Because Jesus has taught 
us to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and to love our 

neighbors as ourselves we declare Christ Reformed UCC to be an Open and Affirming 
church. We invite people of every race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity 
and expression, age, marital status, economic circumstance, and physical and mental ability 

into the worship, rites & sacraments, fellowship, and leadership of our church. 
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I really appreciate the translation decision the New Revised Standard 
Version of the Bible made with 2 Corinthians 5:17: “if anyone is in Christ, 
there is a new creation: everything old has passed away…” [emphasis 
mine] Not everything, right? Yes, everything. I can’t even keep a few 
pieces? No, everything must go. But…I like the old life! 

How much has it felt during the heart of the pandemic like everything 
of the past in the church had “passed away”? We’ve struggled for two 
years with the things we lost, either forever or just for a time. It was a 
perfect storm of the loss of a beloved pastor (tho’, thank God, 
that meant only that Mark retired!) and the massive upheaval of the 
SARS-CoV-2 pandemic. I’ve heard people, not just here but in churches 
all over, expressing the heartbreak of this wandering through what has 
felt like spiritual emptiness and uncertainty and the sense of dread/
anxiety it engendered. 

This Easter is a good time to reflect on the anxieties of the past two 
years. Jesus’ disciples must have certainly felt their own overwhelming 
anxiety in the week of Jesus’ arrest, torture, execution and death. Like 
the Israelites in the emptiness of Sinai after escaping Egypt, the disciples 
perhaps asked themselves, “How did we get ourselves into this mess?” 
Following Jesus had its moments of success and joy, but the struggles 
may have made it seem returning to the past was the better way to go. 

In fact, in John’s gospel, chapter 21, after Jesus’ resurrection we find 
Peter, the Zebedee brothers and a few other disciples have apparently 
returned to their past life in Galilee and fishing. The old life was 
something they understood and could handle, but life after Jesus’ death 
and resurrection was perhaps too much to deal with…too uncertain, too 
stressful to handle. We get that, don’t we? 

Jesus’ doesn’t let Peter and the other disciples, or us, off the hook. He 
comes to them wherever they are—a locked room, a lakeshore, a Zoom 
meeting—he calls them to gather, to listen, to share, to walk with him, to 
care for others, to live in all the uncertainty, the messiness, the wonder, 
the joy that it is to walk with a God who walks with us, who lives in us 
and among us, who loves us to the end—and the beginning—of life. 

 

In Peace 

Inside Ky le’s Head  

"At Easter may you be 
blessed with a home 

filled with love,  
happiness and joy." 

 
Have a blessed Easter! 

from Called to Care. 



Notes 

Laughter is the Best Medicine: 

• Teacher: “Who succeeded the first President of the United States?” Student: “The second one 

• “Where are the kings and queens of England crowned?”  Answer: On their heads 

• It is said that “absence makes the heart grow fonder”. If that is true then a huge bunch of people sure love their church. 

 

VBS is being held at MUMC this year on June 20-25. Time is 9-noon. Registration begins April 1. They are looking for volunteers to help 
out. Contact Julie Twigg for more information.  Note that Holy Family IS NOT holding VBS.  

CE Board Meeting: April  11th @ 7pm in person 

Performance of David:  August 27, 2022 at 3pm. Sight and Sound Theater in Lancaster PA. April 30.  Tickets are $89 for adults, $39 for 
children 3-12. Payment due by April 30th.  

Heifer Fundraiser: The Youth Sunday School class is collecting money for the Heifer Project as an Easter fundraiser. Heifer International 
raises money to provide animals ranging from honey bees all the way to water buffalo for villages located in poorer countries, enabling the 
people to receive income from the animals. Money will be collected through April.  Envelopes are available in the Narthex.  

Kathleen’s Korner 

Easter Egg Items Needed 
Parish Life will host an Easter Egg Hunt for children 
through 5th grade on Saturday, April 16th.  There is a 
sign up sheet in the Narthex for those planning to attend.  
Donations of plastic eggs and small wrapped candies, 
stickers, etc. are appreciated and can be placed in the box 
in the Narthex no later than April 10th. 

Community Day of Service – May 14, 2022 
Volunteers are needed to help with projects such as 
indoor/outdoor painting, repairs, yard work, cleaning. If 
you would like to help, contact Renee Brandenburg-Huffer 
at aquatictraining@aol.com. 

Book Club 

Book Club will resume on April 26th at noon at Fratelli’s 
restaurant. We will be discussing Magic Hour by Kristin 
Hannah. All are welcome. 

Easter Morning Continental Breakfast 
Parish Life annual Easter Sunrise Continental Breakfast will 
be held at 7:15am in the Coffee Hour Space.  We will be 
serving bagels, muffins, fruit, juice and coffee. Please add 
your name to the sign-up sheet in the Narthex if you are 
planning on joining us.  Everyone is welcome!   

Adult Sunday School 
The Chapel Class is meeting at 9:30am in the Chapel choir 
room. 

Walking the Labyrinth 
The labyrinth is an ancient aid to spiritual 
development. Walking its path mirrors the 
journey pilgrims made to Jerusalem and 
other holy sites and provides a means of 
deepening one’s own spiritual journey. 
On Good Friday, April 15th, the 
labyrinth will be set up in the chapel 
from 1:00-8:00pm.  Hosts will be there to answer 
questions and help you experience the labyrinth. 

Share Your Palm Plant 

Palm plants are needed to decorate the sanctuary for Palm 
Sunday and Easter Sunday.  If you are able to share your 
palm plant(s), please bring them to the church sanctuary 
the week before Palm Sunday.   

 

THANK YOU:  My heart is full as I think of Christ Reformed United Church of Christ.  My final Sunday as your Interim Pastor 
was Sunday, February 27.  As the old spiritual says: “My Lord, What a Morning”.  Thank you is completely inadequate, but it is 
the word we have.  Thank you for the extraordinary music, the kind words, the surprise retelling of one of my pieces of poet-
ry, the cards, the monetary gift, the photo that will hang prominently reminding me of my time with you.  We all are aware 
that this Interim had unique characteristics.  Thank you for your willingness to work together to imagine new possibilities.   
You at Christ Reformed UCC will always have a special place in my heart.  Thank you, thank you, thank you.         

Rev. Clara 

Thank You  Note 



2022 Operating Finances Year-to-Date – FEBRUARY 28, 2022 

  Actual 
Income 

Budgeted 
Expenses 

Actual 
Expenses Variant 

Operating $80,337.81 $75,196.74 $74,948.76 $5389.05 

Children’s Center $179,127.36 $155,576.00 $115,681.41 $63,445.95 

Global $259,465.17 $230,772.74 $190,630.17 $68,835.00 

Operati ng Finances 

Includes Grant Money
Actual Income
Actual Expenses
Budgeted Expenses
Report

Plan Your Calendar 

 

Monday 
4/18 @ 6pm 

Main Cup 

Add your name to the sign up sheet in the 
Narthex. For more information, please contact 
Christine Fontaine at 97cfontaine@gmail.com. 

God on Tap is an opportunity for 
members and friends of CRUCC to 
gather to come to know each other 
and to wrestle with some of life’s 
great (and small) questions.  

Sunday 4/24 @ 1pm 
Silver Diner 
 Frederick 

 

Add your name to the sign up sheet 
in the Narthex.  Contact Kathleen 

for more details. 

 

 

7:45am Wednesdays 
via Zoom 
with Pastor Kyle. 

 

7pm Wednesdays 
via Zoom 
 

Copies are available in the Narthex. 
Please contact Kathleen at  
kathleen.rogers1@comcast.net for the 
link. 

 

5pm Sundays in April via Zoom 
Details are sent via email. Please contact Kathleen at  
kathleen.rogers1@comcast.net for more information and 
the zoom link. 

Easter Egg Hunt 

Saturday, April 16th @ 2pm 
The Parish Life Board is hosting an Easter Egg Hunt on 

the church grounds.  We are asking that each child 
bring a basket to collect their eggs. Please add your 
name and age to the sign up sheet in the Narthex if 

your child or children will be attending. 

Ladies Only "Chill Night” 
Outback Steakhouse 

Frederick, MD 

April 22nd @ 6:30pm 
Come and enjoy fellowship and food. Add your 
name to the signup sheet in the Narthex by 4/20. 



Christ Reformed 
United Church of Christ 
Rev. Kyle Powderly, Pastor 

 
 

In Person & On-Line Worship 
Sunday Worship 10:30am 

Sunday Coffee Hour 11:30am 
 

Church Office Hours 
Mon-Fri 9am-3pm 

301-371-6610 
Fax: 301-371-6912 

 
Non Profit Organization 
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12 South Church Street 
P.O. Box 333 
Middletown , Maryland  21769 

christreformeducc@comcast.net 
www.crucc.org 

Reaching out to help people to know  
God through Jesus Christ.  

Equipping people to love God through  
the community of faith.  

Sending people to serve God  
throughout the world. 

Christ Church Children’s Center 
Mrs. Missy Payne, Director 

Mrs. Jesi Bell-Godfrey, Asst. Director 
6 Weeks—5th Grade 

Mon-Fri    7:00am – 6:00pm 
301-371-0360 

www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net 

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

 

Sunday, April 10th ⬧ Palm Sunday ⬧ 10:30am 

 

Thursday, April 14th ⬧ Maundy Thursday ⬧ 7:00pm 

 

Friday, April 15th ⬧ Good Friday ⬧ 1:00pm to 8:00pm 

 

Sunday, April 17th  Easter Sunday 6:30am & 10:30am 


