No matter where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here. Because Jesus has taught
us to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and to love our
neighbors as ourselves we declare Christ Reformed UCC to be an Open and Affirming
church. We invite people of every race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity
and expression, age, marital status, economic circumstance, and physical and mental ability
into the worship, rites & sacraments, fellowship, and leadership of our church.
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May your days be bright
and full.
May good fortune shine
upon you always.
May you keep smiling.

Welcome May
from Called To Care.

You may have noticed a few "tweaks" to worship at the 10:30 service in
the past month. An usher hustles around the sanctuary with a microphone
during announcements and sharing of joys and concerns; we ask people
to identify themselves when sharing an announcement or prayer request.
And I may look like I'm talking to an imaginary friend during the sharing
of peace when I am actually greeting worshippers on our live stream.
Therein is our main reason for making these changes: trying to create
better engagement with people who are with us via the Internet.
The digital age has been upon us for some years now, but churches, as
well as schools, civic clubs, and other organizations of community, have
had a hard time coming up with a way to engage with people through
digital media. The pandemic pushed us (some might even say forced us)
to work with this new reality of personal engagement.
Part of that work for us in the Church is a new definition of what
constitutes sacred space. Franciscan theologian Ilia Delio wrestled with
this question at the beginning of the pandemic, framing the issue as an
opportunity. "We have an invitation to go to church in a new way," she
wrote, and that, "To 'go to church' is to awaken to [Christ] in our midst
and respond in love..."
Those who worship with us, or join us in bible study, or are with us in
whatever we do via the Internet may not physically present in the room in
which you or I are, but they are with us as surely as the person sitting
next to us in the pew, or across from us in bible study, or in whatever
event two or more are gathered in Jesus' name.
One way for us to make that shift is to talk about Sunday worship not as
either "in-person" or "on-line", but together as one people in a way that
transcends, goes beyond, physical space. Where is Christ when not all of
us are in the same room? How do people experience the love of God
through an Internet connection? How do we practice the sort of radical
hospitality of Christ with people we may not even be able to see?
This is our challenge and our opportunity: to explore and discover the
tools that will enable us to cultivate true relationships with people we may
only see on a screen. It may seem like a simulated or shallow relationship
to us...but that's OK: every type of relationship in this life, in this reality, is
only an outline of the truest relationship that we look toward in Christ-perfect union with God which brings deep, rich, perfect relationships with
others.
Until that perfection, let's celebrate the new opportunities these
"imperfect" connections give us to share Christ's love with people we
never thought we have the chance to know and grow with!

Notes
Strengthen the Church
On June 5th, Pentecost Sunday, we’ll be collecting the
Strengthen the Church offering, “All Together,” which
goes to support new and renewing churches in the UCC
and to aid in developing the spiritual life of youth and
young adults. Half of the offering will be used to
support programs of our own Central Atlantic
Conference.

Video Livestream Operator
Volunteers Needed
We are looking for volunteers to run our
10:30am livestream service on Sunday
mornings. Training will be provided.
Please contact Gregg Petermann at
aussiefatcat@comcast.net for more
details.

Graduation Information Needed
If you or a member of your household is graduating
from college or high school, please send their
information to the church office by May 13th. Please
include the graduate’s name, school and any future
plans. We will recognize graduates at worship services
on May 22nd.

Growing Project Fundraiser

Make dinner a selfless act by dining at Chipotle at 1739
Dual Highway in Hagerstown on Wednesday, May
25th from 5-9pm for a fundraiser to support the
Growing Project. Pick up a flyer in the narthex, show it
on your smartphone or tell the cashier you’re
supporting the cause to make sure that 33% of the
proceeds will be donated to the Growing Project.

Community Day of Service
Saturday, May 14
Volunteers are needed to help with projects such as indoor/
outdoor painting,
repairs, yard work,
cleaning. If you
would like to help,
please contact Renee
Brandenburg-Huffer
at aquatictraining@aol.com.

Plan You r Calendar
THE

+ CLUB

Lunch, Bingo &
Fellowship
May 12th
Noon to 2pm
Coffee Hour Area
Add your name to the sign up sheet or
contact the church office.

CONTEMPORARY
WORSHIP
1st & 3rd Sundays
8:15am in the Chapel

5pm Sundays in May via Zoom

Details are sent via email. Please contact Kathleen at
kathleen.rogers1@comcast.net for more information and
the zoom link.

7:45am Wednesdays
via Zoom
with Pastor Kyle.

7pm Wednesdays
via Zoom
Copies are available in the Narthex.
Please contact Kathleen at
kathleen.rogers1@comcast.net for the
link.

Plan You r Calendar (cont.)

Ladies Only "Chill Night”

Sunday 5/29 @ 1pm
Silver Diner
Frederick

Come and enjoy fellowship and food. Add your
name to the signup sheet in the Narthex by 5/18

Add your name to the sign up sheet
in the Narthex. Contact Kathleen
for more details.

Olive Garden
Frederick, MD
May 20th @ 6:30pm

Monday
5/23 @ 6pm
God on Tap is an opportunity for
members and friends of CRUCC to
gather to come to know each other
and to wrestle with some of life’s
great (and small) questions.

Guys Night Out
Brewer’s Alley
May 4th @ 6pm

We’ll enjoy some good food and fellowship.
If you plan to attend, please RSVP to Bob Galey by May 3rd
at robertgaley@hotmail.com or text or call 301 712-8022.

Add your name to the sign up sheet in the
Narthex. For more information, please contact
Christine Fontaine at 97cfontaine@gmail.com.

Friday
May 13
@7pm

Book Club
Tuesday, May 24
12:00 @ Fratelli’s

Come enjoy a great evening for ladies
full of laughter, learning, music and more!

We will be discussing The Book of
Longings by Sue Monk Kidd. “An extraordinary book set in the first century about a woman who finds her
voice and destiny”.

Ringgold Church, Hagerstown, MD 21742

Individual tickets start at $25/per person
Group tickets (10 or more) start at $20/per person.
Add your name to the sign up sheet in the Narthex.

Thank You Note
To our Church Family and Friends
Words cannot express our appreciation for all the kinds words and deeds you all have expressed in memory of our Mickey Keller. He will be missed by so many in our family and we
truly realize how much he has meant to so many of you. Our thanks for helping to make his
celebration of life happen at Christ Reformed Church by preparing the chapel for visitation,
preparing and serving food at the reception, and clearing the room for activities scheduled
later in the week.

In Christian Love and Friendship, Shirley, Susan, Michael Keller & Tyler Blum

Kathleen’s Korner
Laughter is the Best Medicine: (and these days, we could use some laughter)
• What’s your favorite hymn?
• Dentist’s hymn: Crown Him with Many Crowns
• Psychiatrist’s hymn: Just a Little Talk with Jesus
• Paramedic’s hymn: Revive Us Again
• A criminal said to the judge, “Your Honor, I am not guilty of this crime, and I can prove it to you if you would
just give me some time,” Sure,” replied the judge, “10 years, Next!”
• Did you hear about the crimes over there at the house they are renovating? The shower was stalled while the curtains were
held up. Apparently, the doors were also hung and I hear the windows were framed for it all.


VBS is being held at MUMC this year on June 20-25. Time is 9-noon. Registration begins April 1. They are looking for

volunteers to help out. Contact Julie Twigg for more information. Note that Holy Family IS NOT holding VBS.
CE Board Meeting: May 9th @ 7pm in person
Karaoke: Does anyone have a karaoke machine? I would love to have a karaoke event later this year. Please let me know.
Thank You: To all those who helped with the clothing give away. Thank you, I could not have done it without your help. Those
who got items were very happy and grateful. Hams were given out to 16 families and a $25 gift card to a grocery store to
complete their meals. I had a Mother cry, she was so thankful to receive the ham and gift card. Another one told me she did not
think they were going to have an Easter meal. The exuberance of those who received the call to come and pick up the hams
was so endearing. It warms my heart when these things bring such joy to others, it is not about me, it is about the families
served. I say that to say, we might not have had the turnout I hoped for, but those served were served well and very thankful.
And at the end of the day, that is what counts. Again, thank you all for everything! May God continue to bless you and keep you.



Sunday Study Group @ 5pm via Zoom
May 1
May 8

Book of Joy : Intro and Ch 1
Book of Joy : Nothing Beautiful Comes Without Suffering,
Have You renounced Pleasure? Our Greatest Joy
May 15 The Meeting of Two Mischievous is Wonderful
You are a masterpiece in the Making
Fear, Stress Anxiety
May 22 Sadness and Grief: The Hard Times Knit Us More Closely Together
Despair: The World is in Such Turmoil
Loneliness: No need for Introduction
May 29 Envy: That Guy Goes Past Again in His Mercedes Benz
Suffering and Adversity: Passing Through Difficulties
Illness and Death: I Prefer to Go to Hell

Wednesday Study Group @7pm via Zoom
May 4
May 11
May 18
May 25

Loving By Serving
Abiding Love
Confident Love
Sharing Love

Arou nd the Congregati on
ALTAR FLOWERS

CHILDREN’S STORY
May 1
May 8
May 15
May 22
May 29

Skip Lare
Wendy Campbell
Kathleen Rogers
Bill Steigelmann
Kathleen Rogers

PSALMIST
May 1
May 8
May 15
May 22
May 29

Harper Lare
TBD
Maryjane Line
Alice Barnet
Stella Fogle

May 1
May 8
May 15
May 22
May 29

Sue Wickless
TBD
TBD
TBD
Murphy Family

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
May 1
May 8
May 15
May 22
May 29

Bunny Cramer & Dick Burd
Laura & Tony Verdi
Linda Delauder & Bill Steigelmann
Melissa Miller
Cemetery Board

LAYREADERS
MARCH 2022
March
March
March
March

8:15 am
N/A
N/A
N/A
38

6
13
20
27

10:30 am
94
55
92
82

May 1
May 8
May 15
May 22
May 29

Andrew Corl
Gail Johnson
Bunny Cramer
Dick Burd
Judy Brandenburg

USHERS
May 1
May 8
May 15
May 22
May 29

Team 1
Team 2
Team 3
Team 4
Team 5

Memorials
Mickey Keller died on April 9, 2022.
A service celebrating his life was held on
April 13, 2022.
Donald Taylor died on April 18, 2022.
A service celebrating his life was held on
April 23, 2022.

Ushers Needed

Our ushering team- one of the easiest and most
rewarding jobs here at church is looking for
additional members. Would you like to join
us? Please contact Nancy vom Lehn or the
church office for more information.

Operati ng Fi nances
2022 Operating Finances Year-to-Date – MARCH 31, 2022

Operating

Actual
Income
$101,855.18

Budgeted
Expenses
$112,795.11

Actual
Expenses
$105,311.81

Variant
-$3,456.63

Children’s Center

$240,142.16

$233,364.00

$177,591.03

$62,551.13

Global

$341,997.34

$346,159.11

$282,902.84

$59,094.50

Christ Reformed
United Church of Christ
Rev. Kyle Powderly, Pastor
In-Person (1st & 3rd Sundays)
8:15am Contemporary Worship
In Person & On-Line Worship
Sunday Worship 10:30am
Sunday Coffee Hour 11:30am
Church Office Hours
Mon-Fri 9am-3pm
301-371-6610
Fax: 301-371-6912

Christ Church Children’s Center
Mrs. Missy Payne, Director
Mrs. Jesi Bell-Godfrey, Asst. Director
6 Weeks—5th Grade
Mon-Fri 7:00am – 6:00pm
301-371-0360
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net

Reaching out to help people to know
God through Jesus Christ.
Equipping people to love God through
the community of faith.
Sending people to serve God
throughout the world.

12 South Church Street
P.O. Box 333
Middletown , Maryland 21769

christreformeducc@comcast.net
www.crucc.org
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