
No matter where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here. Because Jesus has taught 
us to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and to love our 

neighbors as ourselves we declare Christ Reformed UCC to be an Open and Affirming 
church. We invite people of every race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity 
and expression, age, marital status, economic circumstance, and physical and mental ability 

into the worship, rites & sacraments, fellowship, and leadership of our church. 
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Community Day of Service 6 

Last month’s vacation involved some serious beach time, which I find 
soothing…the deep rumble of the surf, the wide horizon of what feels 
like an endless ocean… 

It was also interesting watching kids play in the sand near the 
waterline, digging trenches in the surfline that would fill with sand, 
building sand piles with castles on top that would be quickly eroded and 
washed away. They were acts of futility that gave rise to laughter. Not a 
single child raged at the surf that destroyed what they’d built, as if the 
waves were somehow doing this on purpose. Kids seem to accept that 
the beach is impermanent, always changing. 

Adults, on the other hand, don't seem to understand the lesson of 
the beach. We build houses and condos and entire cities on what is 
nothing more than a large pile of sand that is meant to move. And when 
buildings crack or begin to sink (as one condo doing in the ‘80s), we 
spend inordinate amounts of money and time trying to make the piles of 
sand we call Ocean City or the Outer Banks permanent, fixed, 
unmoving. We build jetties and walls to stop the sand from moving 
elsewhere (somewhere to the north, apparently), we float barges with 
large hoses miles offshore to pump thousands of tons of sand in “beach 
replenishment” projects, and still nor'easters and hurricanes and just 
the passage of time erode all our efforts. 

The lesson of the beach is change. Life is sandy, life is a beach. It is 
beautiful, but impermanent, always changing. Things like pandemics 
and recessions and illnesses and other crises of life are the big waves 
that crash on the beach of life, reminding us that some of the things we 
invest ourselves in are built on sand (as Jesus explained in Matthew 
7:24-27). 

My point here is not about Christ the solid rock upon which we stand; 
I think we get that. Rather, what if we learned the lesson of children 
playing in the sand: to accept sometimes we build in futility, and to do 
so in laughter; to understand the sand castles we build will not last, and 
enjoy them all the more for the short time they endure. And, in the end, 
to enjoy the inspired creativity of the Creator of beaches and oceans 
and all that is beautiful. 
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Notes 

Blessing of the Backpacks 
If you or your child is a student, teacher or other school 

employee we invite you to join us for this special part of 
worship on August 14th  Bring a backpack, briefcase or 
other symbol of your work or study and we’ll join in praying 
God’s blessings for the coming year. 

Livestreaming 
Please note that livestreaming on Facebook of our 

Sunday worship service will not be offered on the 1st Sunday 
of each month. 

Opportunities to Serve Your Church 
We are seeking someone to be the coordinator for the 

Called to Care committee.  We are in need of another person 
to serve on Consistory for a 1.5 year term.  Contact the 
church office if interested.  

Book Club 
Book Club will meet on Tuesday, August 23 at noon at 

Tapias on Main to discuss: Wish You Were Here by Jodi 
Picoult. “In her latest novel, Picoult addresses the pandemic 
and human resilience”. 

Amazon Shopping 
Most of us shop on Amazon for items big and small.  Did 

you know that each time you make a purchase Amazon will 

make a contribution of a small percentage 
of cost to a non-profit of your 
choosing?  It’s called AmazonSmile.  The 
church has been set up as a recipient of 
those contributions.  Here’s how it 
works.   Use this link when you get ready to 
shop: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/52-
0610448. When first visiting AmazonSmile, 
you will be prompted to select the church as the recipient of 
Amazon’s contributions.  For eligible purchases at 
AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% 
of the purchase price back to the church. 

VISIONS 
August 2022 

Page 2 

THE          + CLUB  
 

Lunch, Bingo &  
Fellowship 
 

August 11th 
Noon to 2pm 
Coffee Hour Area 
 

Add your name to the sign up sheet or 
contact the church office. 

Plan Your Calendar 

 

 
 

8am Wednesdays 
via Zoom 
with Pastor Kyle. 

 

Our next study group is a 7 week study and will begin on 
Sept 4. The study guide is located in the Narthex. It is 
called “Embracing the Uncertain”, by Magrey R. deVega. 
Contact Kathleen at kathleen.rogers1@comcast.net for 
more details. 

 

Our next study group is a 13 week study and will begin on 
August 24. The study book is located in the Narthex. It is 
another Fearless Study: “Why is Jesus So Radical?”.  
Contact Kathleen at kathleen.rogers1@comcast.net for 
more details. 

School Supplies Needed 
Middletown Valley People Helping People  
Please drop off backpacks, school supplies  

and/or gift cards to: 
Church Office Before August 3rd 

OR 
Middletown Fire Company Activities Center 

August 4th from 1-4PM 

Guys Night Out 
Main Cup 

August 11 @ 6pm 
We’ll enjoy some good food and fellowship.  
 If you plan to attend, RSVP to Bob Galey at 

robertgaley@hotmail.com or text or call  
301 712-8022. 



Laughter is the Best Medicine: (and these days, we could use some laughter) 
• What has ears, but can’t hear a thing?            Ans: a cornfield 
• What runs around a farm, but does not move?     Ans: a fence 
• Why do trees hate tests?    Ans:  they get stumped by the questions 
• Why shouldn’t you tell a secret in a cornfield?     Ans: because the corn has ears 
• How do trees get onto the internet?         Ans: they just log in 

 

Nursery Volunteers Needed: Looking for a few volunteers to tend to our young children during our 10:30am worship service. 
Please add your name to the sign up sheet in the Narthex. Thank you in advance. 

Sight & Sound: We will leave church parking lot on Aug. 2 at 9am to see David at S&S. We will get lunch on the way up before 
the show. Showing is at 3pm. 

C.E. Board Meeting: August 8 at 7pm  

Blessings of the Backpacks: On Aug. 14 at our 10:30 service we will be recognizing Teachers and students (Please, all 
children come with their backpacks).  

Materials Needed:  In need of old magazines and newspapers.  Please drop them in the box located in the Narthex. 
 

Sunday Study Group @ 5pm via Zoom 
Our next study group is a 7 week study and begins on Sept 4. The study guide is 

located in the Narthex. It is called “Embracing the Uncertain”, by Magrey R. deVega. 

Wednesday Study Group @ 7pm via Zoom 

Aug, 24 Fearless Study Lesson 1: Why Did God Come as a Baby? 

Aug. 31 Fearless Study Lesson 2: Can we Really Beat Temptation? 
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Tuesday 
8/16 @ 6pm 

Main Cup 

Add your name to the sign up sheet in the 
Narthex. For more information, please contact 
Christine Fontaine at 97cfontaine@gmail.com. 

God on Tap is an opportunity for 
members and friends of CRUCC to 
gather to come to know each other 
and to wrestle with some of life’s 
great (and small) questions.  

Sunday 8/28 @ 1pm 
Mt. View Diner 

Route 40 Frederick 

Add your name to the sign up sheet 
in the Narthex.  Contact Kathleen 

for more details. 

Ladies Only "Chill Night” 
Madrones 

7810 Wormans Mill Road 

August 26 @ 6:30pm 
Come and enjoy fellowship and food. Add your 
name to the signup sheet in the Narthex by 7/12. 

Kathleen’s Korner 

Ice Cream Sunday 

August 14, 2022 
Following the  10:30 Service 

Hosted by Parish Life Board 



An Introduction to CRUCC's Church & Ministry Committee  

Children’s Center Highlights VISIONS 
August 2022 
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Our committee's purpose is to support a healthy relationship between the pastor and congregation. The 
committee serves in two primary ways:  

 as an advisory group to the pastor: sharing ideas, dreams, expectations, and concerns of the congregation 
with the pastor; 

 as a support group for the pastor's leadership: interpreting roles, functions, boundaries, opportunities, and 
needs of the pastor to the congregation. 

As we welcome Pastor Kyle as our new settled 
pastor, our committee will be meeting with him on 
a quarterly basis to help nurture the relationship 
between pastor and congregation. This relationship 
plays a vital and dynamic part in growing a healthy 
ministry. Our goal is to support Pastor Kyle as he 
champions our faith and to also support the 
congregation in building a foundational 
relationship with him. Stay tuned for ways we plan 
to start building this relationship. In the meantime, 
if you would like to share your thoughts and ideas 
on how to enhance CRUCC's shared ministry please 
feel free to reach out to a committee member.  

From left: Pat Joy (patjoyful@yahoo.com), Kevin Martin (martinkrt@comcast.net), Lisa Remsberg (lisaremsberg@comcast.net), 
Ed Link (lewiselink@comcast.net), Jenny Powell (jenny2powell@comcast.net)  

CCCC is having an amazing summer with a ton of activities and field trips! We have had many visitors 
come to the center; Kona Ice, Sunset Slush, The Reptile Guy and Mike Perrolle, a magician! We are also 
excited to be able to get our School Age and PreK programs back out on field trips, which have included 
the pool, Catoctin Creek Nature Center, Green Meadows Farm and much more!  



2022 Operating Finances Year-to-Date – JUNE 30, 2022 

  Actual 
Income 

Budgeted 
Expenses 

Actual 
Expenses Variant 

Operating $183,986.48 $225,590.22 $245,878.17 -$61,891.69 

Children’s Center $439,914.36 $466,728.00 $388,771.16 $51,143.20 

Global $623,900.84 $692,318.22 $634,649.33 -$10,748.49 

Operating Finances 

 

LAYREADERS 
August 7 Bunny Cramer 
August 14 Andrew Corl 
August 21 Judy Brandenburg 
August 28 Laura Fontaine 

USHERS 
August 7 Pat Joy, Nancy vom Lehn 
August 14 Judy B, Wendy Campbell 
August 21 Linda Delauder, Bill Falconer 
August 28 Ed Higginbottom, Be’ Hill 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
August 7 Nancy vom Lehn 
August 14 Debbie Ferrell 
August 21 Gail & Chris Johnson 
August 28 TBD 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
August 7 Linda Delauder, Bill Steigelmann 
August 14 Parish Life 
August 21 Church & Ministry 
August 28 Christian Ed 

 

 

JUNE 2022 
 8:15 am 10:30 am 
June 5 26 85 
June 12 N/A 62 
June 19 18 46 
June 26 N/A 68 

CHILDREN’S STORY 
August 7 Sandy Oliynyk 
August 14 Skip Lare 
August 21 Kathleen Rogers 
August 28 Tim Sawyer 

PSALMIST 
August 7 Aveline Murphy 
August 14 Harper Lare 
August 21 Isaac Cummings 
August 28 Maryjane Line 

NURSERY 
August 7 TBD 
August 14 TBD 
August 21 Debbie Bruns 
August 28 Jean Galey 

Youth Sunday School Leader 
August 7 Kathleen Rogers 
August 14 TBD 
August 21 Kathleen Rogers 
August 28 Jean Galey 

Around the Congregation VISIONS 
August 2022 
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Includes Grant Money
Actual Income
Expense Report
Actual Expenses
Expense Report
Budgeted Expenses
“Budgeted Expense Report
My Saved Reports.

Memorials 
Ron Shafer died on July 4, 2022.   

A service celebrating his life was held on July 16, 2022. 
 

Cynthia Zecher died on July 19, 2022.   
A service celebrating her life was held on July 30, 2022. 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 
 

Resumes every Sunday starting August 7th 
8:15am in the Chapel 

 

Come casual, and come ready to  
make a joyful noise! 



Christ Reformed 
United Church of Christ 

Rev. Kyle Powderly, Pastor 
 

In-Person  
8:15am Contemporary Worship 

 

In Person & On-Line Worship 
Sunday Worship 10:30am 

Sunday Coffee Hour 11:30am 
 

Church Office Hours 
Mon-Fri 9am-3pm 

301-371-6610 
Fax: 301-371-6912 

 
Non Profit Organization 

U.S.  Postage Paid 
PERMIT 2202 

Frederick, Maryland  21701 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

12 South Church Street 
P.O. Box 333 
Middletown , Maryland  21769 

christreformeducc@comcast.net 
www.crucc.org 

Reaching out to help people to know  
God through Jesus Christ.  

Equipping people to love God through  
the community of faith.  

Sending people to serve God  
throughout the world. 

Christ Church Children’s Center 
Mrs. Missy Payne, Director 

Mrs. Jesi Bell-Godfrey, Asst. Director 
6 Weeks—5th Grade 

Mon-Fri    7:00am – 6:00pm 
301-371-0360 

www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net 

 
 

 

Are you in need of some assistance on small home projects? Examples of projects are indoor/outdoor 
painting, repairs, yard work, cleaning.  Since our introduction we have assisted over 40 families.  If you are in 
need of assistance on a home project, please contact Deb Reichelt at treasurer@zionmiddletown.org or  
301-371-6500 no later than August 20th. 
 

Keep an eye out in the coming weeks for details on volunteering the day of the event.  Please contact Renee 
Brandenburg-Huffer at aquatictraining@aol.com for more details. 

 
 

 

HOME PROJECTS NEEDED 

A partnership with Holy Family, Middletown United Methodist (MUMC), 
and  Zion Lutheran for a community-wide day of service in the valley. 


