No matter where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here. Because Jesus has taught
us to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and to love our
neighbors as ourselves we declare Christ Reformed UCC to be an Open and Affirming
church. We invite people of every race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity
and expression, age, marital status, economic circumstance, and physical and mental ability
into the worship, rites & sacraments, fellowship, and leadership of our church.
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“BE THE CHURCH” Series
Hosted by Christian Ed Board

Recently President Biden said, off-the-cuff as he is wont to do, that
the pandemic is over. Community health experts and epidemiologists
responded “Not so fast, there, mister!” While the medical experts will
debate where, exactly, we shift from pandemic to an endemic condition
much like influenza, for the vast majority of us it feels like the pandemic
is over. Yay! Life is back to normal!
Not so fast, there, friend. Life may appear to be back to some sense
of normalcy, but we don’t feel “normal”. Recently a friend of mine who
I’d been unresponsive to told me I’d “raised my drawbridges”, in
essence saying I’d withdrawn from people. On reflection, I realized
that’s true in my personal life, and maybe a little in my professional life
as well. Perhaps it’s true for you, too. We’re seeing it across society in
houses of faith across the board (not just churches), as well as civic
organizations, community service groups (like our Community Service
Day), recreational clubs and more. People are not re-engaging as much
after the pandemic has subsided.
While the SARS-CoV-2 virus no longer presents an existential threat
to our lives and our communities, we now face the existential aftereffect of it. We spent two and-a-half years in a heightened state of
anxiety, month after month of living in fight-or-flight mode, and that
takes its toll on us physically, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually. “The
body keeps the score,” to borrow from the title of a book about healing
traumatic stress.
I believe this is our opportunity as a church, and as the Church.
When we speak of God healing us, it is not simply about the body.
When we seek wholeness of life in Christ, it is about integrating body,
mind, and soul. When the apostle Paul wrote to the Romans “be
transformed…” he was not talking about hitting the gym for hours every
week, but the regeneration and renewal of the mind, the spirit.
The therapies Bessel van der Kolk talks about in the aforementioned
book are things the Christian community should be well-versed in but
maybe we’ve lost touch with the groundings of our faith in and
relationship with God. For the next year or two or two and-a-half, I
think it’s time we work on healing our spirits through faith formation
practices both ancient and very modern, in service to a God who walked
among us in Jesus 2,000 years ago and will continue to sustain and
encourage us in the years (and, we pray, millennia) yet to come.

Notes

Fall Clothing Drive

Debbie Bruns is collecting gently
used clothing for an upcoming fall
clothing drive at Ballenger Creek
Middle School. Please place your
boxed items in the bin provided in
the narthex by Nov. 11th.
Craft Fair

Middletown Valley People Helping People (MVPHP)
is hosting a holiday craft fair on October 29th from
8am to 3pm at the Middletown Fire Department
Activities building.
There will be over 40 local
artisans, raffle basket, bake table and lunch available
for purchase. Don’t miss out on a great day of
shopping and supporting our local community.

Be The Church Series

We kicked off the Christian Education Board series
on the “BE THE CHURCH” that we as UCC members
speak so much about and hold as our claim as
followers of Christ. On the 4th Sunday of each month
(except for December, which will be on the 3rd
Sunday), we will present a 5-10 minute segment
during worship on what it means to “Be the Church”.
On October 23rd, Max Beadle will present a segment
on “Reject Racism”. We hope you join us and bring a
friend.

School Food Donations
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We have resumed collecting items
for the Middletown Backpack Program
(a list of requested items is on the
table in the Narthex) and Ballenger
Creek Middle School (BCMS) food
pantry. BCMS is accepting donations
of juice boxes, Pop-tarts (very popular), 8 oz bottled
water, rice krispy treats, fruit snacks, non-refrigerated
yogurt packs. As you shop this month, please pick up
a few items and bring them with you to worship.
Collection boxes are found in the hallway between the
sanctuary and the chapel.

Downstairs Discussion Group
9:15-10:15am
Social Room
The Sunday group meeting of people to
talk about life, faith, and more, is meeting once again. Feel free to drop in, or
contact Bill Steigelmann at 240-4905880 for more information.
Hope to see you there!

Plan Your Calendar
THE

+ CLUB

Lunch, Bingo &
Fellowship
October 13
Noon to 2pm
Coffee Hour Area
Add your name to the sign up sheet or
contact the church office.

8am Wednesdays
via Zoom
with Pastor Kyle.

CONGREGATIONAL
Our constitution calls for a meeting
of the congregation on the first
Sunday of November to adopt a
budget for the next year. You are
encouraged to attend.

Sunday, November 6th
Chapel @ 9:15am

Plan Your Calendar (cont.)

Tuesday
10/11 @ 6:30pm
Main Cup

Ladies Only "Chill Night”

Red Lobster
Route 40, Frederick
October 28 @ 6:30pm

God on Tap is an opportunity for
members and friends of CRUCC to
gather to come to know each other
and to wrestle with some of life’s
great (and small) questions.

Come and enjoy fellowship and food. Add your
name to the signup sheet in the Narthex by 10/26.

BOOK CLUB
Tuesday, October 25
Noon @ Fratelli’s
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Add your name to the sign up sheet in the
Narthex. For more information, please contact
Christine Fontaine de Servellon at
97cfontaine@gmail.com.

Guys Night Out

Join us as we discuss: The Love of
My Life by Rosie Walsh. “A page
turner that’s part thriller, mystery
and love story". Contact Charlotte
Hanson for more info.

Main Cup
10/17 @ 6pm

We’ll enjoy some good food and fellowship. If you
plan to attend, RSVP to Bob Galey at
robertgaley@hotmail.com or text or
call 301 712-8022.

Please join us for an afternoon of fun and fellowship as we
gather to thank God for another bountiful harvest.

2:30pm Hayride
3pm Service of Thanksgiving
Cake Auction
American & Timorese Food
Games
Scarecrow Workshop

Sunday, October 23 @ 2:30 PM
Growing Project Farm

2022 Walk to End Alzheimer’s
Sunday, October 9, 2022
11:00am Registration
Nymeo Field at Harry Grove Stadium
To make a donation or to sign-up to walk with Beth Scott’s
Team, go to: http://act.alz.org/site/TR?

fr_id=15624&pg=personal&px=5387232

Check donations should be made out to the Alzheimer's
Association and can be mailed to Beth or left in the Church
Office. Please contact Beth at 301-788-3524 or

BethOScott@aol.com.

11720 Wolfsville Rd, Myersville, MD

Operating Finances
2022 Operating Finances Year-to-Date – AUGUST 31, 2022
Actual

Budgeted

Actual

Operating

Income
$237,912.87

Expenses
$300,786.96

Expenses
$309,803.83

Variant
-$71,890.96

Children’s Center

$564,592.14

$622,304.00

$520,180.94

$44,411.20

Global

$802,505.01

$923,090.96

$829,984.77

-$27,479.76

Children’s Center Highlights
Thank you to all the CCCC families and staff
members that helped make our float in the
Middletown Heritage Festival Parade a great
success! We were awarded 1st place in the
Organization/Merchant category…
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Our families at CCCC really are one in a MINION!
The new CCCC office/Choir Room construction is
finally done! Thank you to Paul Fink, Jason Moser,
Everett Moser, Travis Bruns, Ryan Payne and Edward
Fontaine for coming in to help move all the large
furniture!

Christian Ed Corner
Christian Education Board Meeting: October 10 at 7pm
Be The Church Series: October 23 “Max Beadle will present a segment on “Reject Racism”.
“Embracing the Uncertainty”
5pm Zoom Sunday Study Group
Oct. 4 Chapter 4 Lazarus and the Uncertainty of

“Fearless Study”
7pm Zoom Wednesday Study Group
Oct. 5 Lesson 7: “Was Jesus Racist, or Sexist—or

Oct. 9

Oct. 12 Lesson 8: “What’s Jesus Got Against

Oct. 16
Oct. 23

Mortality (John 11:1-44)
Chapter 5: “Zacchaeus and the Uncertainty of
Surrender” (Luke 19:1-10)
Chapter 6: “Jesus and the Uncertainty of
Obedience” (Matthew 26:36-46)
Chapter 7: “The Empty Tomb and the Proof of
the Resurrection” (Matthew 28: 1-7;
Mark 16: 1-8; Luke 24: 1-12; John 20 1-18)

Both?”

Grown-ups?”

Oct. 19 Lesson 9: “What was Really Going on at
Oct. 26

Jesus’ “Triumphal Entry” into Jerusalem?”
Lesson 10: “What if God Wants More than I
Can Give?”

Around the Congregation
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LAYREADERS
October 2
October 9
October 16
October 23
October 30

ALTAR FLOWERS

Kathy Powderly
Wendy Campbell
Dick Burd
Bunny Cramer

USHERS
October 2
October 9
October 16
October 23
October 30

Communion Team
Team 5
Team 6
Team 4
Team 1

AUGUST 2022
August
August
August
August

7
14
21
28

8:15 am
19
28
28
24

October 2
October 9
October 16
October 23
October 30

Ed & Anita link
TBD
Mike Locke
Andrew Corl
TBD

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
October 2
October 9
October 16
October 23
October 30

Gertie & Tom Mende
CCCC Board
Margaret & Wayne Brandenburg
Cemetery Board
TBD

CHILDREN’S STORY
10:30 am
62
69
59
53

October 2
October 9
October 16
October 23
October 30

Sandy Oliynyk
Skip Lare
Bill Steigelmann
N/A
Edward Fontaine

PSALMIST
October 2
October 9
October 16
October 23
October 30

Aveline Murphy
Harper Lare
Scott Fogle
Stella Fogle
Nate Miller

Thank You Notes
To my dear family here at Christ Reformed U.C.C.:
Saying goodbye is never easy and to say goodbye to you all was actually one of the hardest things I have had to do
in a long time. So, I refuse to say goodbye, I am saying, I will see you later. I will see you in the store and around
town and maybe at a restaurant. Being here has been home for quite a while and you are all more than a
congregation that I worked with, you are family and nothing will ever change that. I love you all so very much and
nothing will ever change that either. Now there are some things you must do in my absence and that is find someone
to sit in the front row at 8:15 service and fan themselves (because I do believe I kept the room cool by fanning myself). Someone needs to rise
as necessary to praise music and clap in my absence. Thank you.
Seriously, remember whose you are and strive to “Be the Church”. Do something … You all will be in my prayers.
I want to thank each of you for the love I received this past weekend in your cards and gifts and the love I have been blessed to receive for the
past 7 years. I truly felt the love of each person in the room. Thank you for loving me and allowing me to love you in return. I take with me a
lot of memories and know that I am a better person for knowing you all.

God bless you and keep you and SEE YOU SOON I LOVE YOU, Kathleen
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Christ Reformed
United Church of Christ
Rev. Kyle Powderly, Pastor
In-Person
8:15am Contemporary Worship
In Person & On-Line Worship
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P.O. Box 333
Middletown , Maryland 21769
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www.crucc.org
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Church Office Hours
Mon-Fri 9am-3pm
301-371-6610
Fax: 301-371-6912

Christ Church Children’s Center
Mrs. Missy Payne, Director
6 Weeks—5th Grade
Mon-Fri 6:30am – 6:00pm
301-371-0360
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net

Reaching out to help people to know
God through Jesus Christ.
Equipping people to love God through
the community of faith.
Sending people to serve God
throughout the world.

FALL BREAKFAST

October 16
8am-10am

Bring a friend and enjoy a
great start to your day.

