
No matter where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here. Because Jesus has taught 
us to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and to love our 

neighbors as ourselves we declare Christ Reformed UCC to be an Open and Affirming 
church. We invite people of every race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity 
and expression, age, marital status, economic circumstance, and physical and mental ability 

into the worship, rites & sacraments, fellowship, and leadership of our church. 
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In late October, Kathy and I brought 
home two sibling kittens: Fiona (a feisty 
calico) and Irazu (an irresistible tabby). 
This is my first experience with kittens; 
I married into our previous cats, who 
lived into their early 20s. Two four-
month-old high energy bundles of fur 
are a very different experience: 
everything is a toy, and they love to get 
their claws and teeth into everything, 
and they’re a bit destructive. 

Normally I do not take well to 
destruction of things like the nearly brand-new sofa, a pair of nice pants, the 
laces of a pair of pricey hiking shoes. But with these two I find myself not 
only not getting upset but actually laughing at them. They're just too darned 
cute! Babies in general are cute, whether baby animals or human babies. This is 
one of the reasons Christmas is more popular than Easter: Baby Jesus is just so 
darned cute! 

I wonder sometimes if God is this way with we humans: we’re disruptive, 
sometimes destructive, we get into things and places we shouldn’t. Maybe God 
isn’t the stern judge from the high throne ; maybe God sometimes looks at the 
disruptions and havoc, the breaches and transgressions, and God can’t help but 
shake Their head and laugh, “Humans are so darned cute!” 

Maybe this is agape, like the self-giving love that fills God’s heart. My kittens 
need for everything from me (food, shelter, clean litter boxes, toys to play with) 
and can give me nothing in return. Yet I love them deeply, am very protective of 
them, and love being with them and having them with me even when I’m trying 
to lead a bible study on Zoom and Fiona decides she has to stand on my 
computer's keyboard. 

Likewise, we can do nothing for an all-powerful, eternal God and are 
dependent upon God for all of life in this reality. For some strange reason, 
though, God loves us deeply, loves us being near Them and so wants to be with 
us that God became human in Jesus for reasons that still confound theologians, 
philosophers, and pundits to this day. And God did this in Jesus, not simply the 
adult who taught and healed and went to the Cross for us, but who we 
remember at this time of year came as a tiny life, a cute baby. We know how 
easy it is to love babies; let us take that love of the infant in the manger and 
hold it in our hearts and lives all the other seasons of the year! 
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Notes 

Be The Church Series 
We continue with our monthly series on the “BE THE 

CHURCH” that we as UCC members speak so much about and 
hold as our claim as followers of Christ.  On December 18th, 
Meagan Fogle will present a segment on “Love God”. We hope 
you join us and bring a friend.   

White Gift Service 
This year marks the 34th Christmas that “white gifts” will 

be collected for Community Living, an organization dedicated 
to serving persons with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities.  Gifts will be received during both services 
on Sunday, December 11th.  Suggested items include:  gift 
cards to Wal-Mart, fast food restaurants, hair cutters, etc., and 
basics such as:  toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoo & 
conditioner, soap, body lotion, body powder, bubble baths, 
comb & brush.  Gifts should be wrapped in plain white paper. 

Wreath-Making Workshop 
The Parish Life Board will host a wreath-making workshop 

for teens and adults on Sunday, December 4, in the Social 
Room from 1 to 3pm  There will be no other crafts offered this 
year.  The cost for this workshop is $5 per wreath. Please sign 
up on the bulletin board or call the church office (301-371-
6610) if you would like to participate.  You will need gloves to 
work with the pine.  Bring wire cutters and pruning shears if 
you have them.  Snacks and drinks will be served. Fresh-cut 
greens will be needed for the workshop.  If you can contribute 
pine, boxwood, etc., please let Connie Bell (240-215-5622) or 
Marty Estell (301-834-7837) know.  Plan to put the greens on 
the Parish House porch on or near Sunday, December 
4th.  Thanks.  

Cantata Transportation Options 
Want to attend our Cantata on December 11th but would 

prefer not to drive at night? The church bus and/or members 
will be available to pick you up!  If you need a ride to the 
Cantata or if you are willing to pick up some attendees, please 
add your name to the sign up sheet in the Narthex or contact 
the church office. 

Stewardship Update 
Stewardship pledge cards were mailed the week of 

November 14th.  To date, we have received 42 pledges in the 
amount of $150,345. You have the option to submit your 
pledge cards by mail or electronically using our Realm 
software (contact Debbie if you need help setting up your 
Realm account). Thank you to everyone for your continued 
support of the church and our ministries. 

Christmas Fund Clergy Offering 
There are many retired clergy who served congregations 

at a time when compensation was small and pension provision 
very limited.  Other clergy and lay employees serve at levels 
that leave them near poverty.  Each year UCC churches take 
up a special offering called The Christmas Fund which provides 
a lifeline of hope to many lower-income active and retired 
clergy and lay employees.  The money collected is used to 
supplement pension checks, help pay health insurance 
premiums, and to provide emergency grants to individuals and 
families in need.  You are invited to make a contribution to the 
health and well-being of these servants of God.  Checks can 
be made out to the church and noted "Christmas Fund." 

Altar Flowers for 2023 
The 2023 Altar Flower Chart has been 

posted on the bulletin board in the Narthex.  
If you would like to honor, remember, or 
celebrate a special person or occasion, or 
simply want to enhance our worship service 
with flowers on the sanctuary altar, please 
add your name next to that date.  A 
member of the Altar Guild will contact you near that time with 
complete details. Our altar arrangements are designed by C.M. 
Bloomers and cost $62.00.  Special requests are available at 
an additional cost.  

Year End Giving 
As we close out the calendar year we also close out our 

fiscal year.  The Consistory is grateful for your generous 
support of the church’s ministries throughout these past 12 
months.  A reminder that contributions you plan to claim for 
2022 tax purposes must be received by December 31, 
2022.  If you have questions you can contact either of our 
financial secretaries, Paul Fink or Nancy vom Lehn at 
cruccfinancialsecretary@gmail.com. 

The Growing Project - Last Call in 2022 
Thank you to everyone who has supported our Growing 

Project events this year. As the end of this year approaches, 
there is still time to “purchase” an acre of the Field of Hope 
farm ($250) or ½ acre ($125), or any part thereof. Make a 
check payable to CRUCC and put “Growing Project” in the 
subject line. All funds will go to our program in East Timor. 
Timor-Leste has one of the highest rates of malnutrition in the 
world, with 46% of children under five suffering from chronic 
malnutrition. Many households experience chronic food 
shortages, largely due to poor agricultural productivity. This 
program is working to improve child nutrition and food 
security of poor and vulnerable farmer families. All the 
Growing Projects across the U.S. send the money they collect 
to Growing Hope Globally, a registered charity that works with 
Church World Service and the overseas mission operations of 
the UCC, Methodist Church, etc., who see that the funds serve 
the needs of about 50 projects in about 40 nations around the 
globe. (Detailed information is available at 
www.Growinghopeglobally.org). Thanks so much for any 
support you can offer. 

Small Nativity Sets Wanted On-Loan for Advent 
This Advent and Christmas we are looking for small 

nativity sets/scenes to feature in our church. If you have such 
a set or one-piece scene that you are willing to loan to the 
church between now and Christmas, we would be grateful! 
You can bring it with you to worship on Sunday or drop off to 
the church office during the week. Be sure to mark it with a 
tag or tape with your name. And, if there's a neat history or 
family story to the nativity, we'd love to know it so we can 
post that along with your name when it's on display in the 
church! Questions or more information: contact Pastor 
Kyle (240-934-0099) or Terry Sparks. 

Pecans 
The Middletown Lions Club is once again selling bags of 

Georgia pecans for $10 per 12 oz bag.  See Bill Falconer after 
worship to purchase your pecans. 
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Monday 
12/19 @ 6:30pm 

Main Cup 

Add your name to the sign up sheet in the 
Narthex. For more information, please contact 
Christine Fontaine de Servellon at 
97cfontaine@gmail.com. 

God on Tap is an opportunity for 
members and friends of CRUCC to 
gather to come to know each other 
and to wrestle with some of life’s 
great (and small) questions.  

Guys Night Out 
Main Cup 

12/14 @ 6pm 
We’ll enjoy some good food and fellowship.  If you 

plan to attend, RSVP to Bob Galey at 
robertgaley@hotmail.com or text or  

call 301 712-8022. 

Downstairs Discussion Group 
9:15-10:15am  Social Room 

The Sunday group meeting of people to talk about life, faith, 
and more, is meeting once again. Feel free to drop in, or 

contact Bill Steigelmann at 240-490-5880 for more 
information.  Hope to see you there! 

 

8am Wednesdays 
via Zoom 
with Pastor Kyle. 

THE          + CLUB  
 

Lunch, Bingo &  
Fellowship 
 

December 8 
Noon to 2pm 

Coffee Hour Area 
 

Add your name to the sign up sheet or 
contact the church office. 

Middletown Lions Club Breakfast 
Saturday, December 17, 2022 
7:30 – 11AM 

Middletown Fire Company Activities Building 
401 Firehouse Way off of Franklin Street 

Pancakes, French Toast, Eggs, Sausage, Biscuits, Fruit, 
Chipped Beef and Sausage Gravy! 

 

Adults: $12;  
Children 6-11 years: $6 

Seniors $11; 5 & Under: Free 
Come Visit With Mr. & Mrs. Santa Claus 

 

An Oasis of Light Service 
December 20th @ 7pm 

The hum of busyness at this time of year can be exhausting.  It can also be exhausting 
to try to cope with sad feelings that don’t match the merriment we see all around.  If 
it is the first Christmas after having lost a loved one or the holiday reminds us of an 
earlier loss we can feel a sense of dislocation. In mid-December we experience the 
longest night of the year in the northern hemisphere.  If you are in need of an oasis 
of light in the midst of this dark season we invite you to a simple service of 
candlelight, communion and healing on Tuesday, December 20th in the 
sanctuary.  The scripture, music and reflections will provide you a chance to calm 
your heart and ease your breath.  



 

Children’s Center Highlights 

Thank You Note 

The Children's Center hosted their annual Family Thanksgiving Potluck on Thursday, Nov 17th at the 
Middletown Activities Building. Ms. Emma, Ms. Kristin, Ms. Missy and Ms. Patty helped prepare six fifteen 
pound turkeys, side dishes and decorated. Thank you to all the families who came and brought a side dish 
to share, the meal was delicious and no one left hungry.  

Thank you so much for your support of my Walk to End Alzheimer's® fundraising efforts! 
Your generosity will help the Alzheimer's Association® provide care and support to all those 
facing Alzheimer's and all other dementia, and advance critical research.  We raised 
over $1,000.00 together! Thank you for making a difference in the fight against 
Alzheimer's!   ~Beth Scott 

Holiday Greetings 
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CONSISTORY, BOARDS & COMMITTEES 
 

Below is a summary of the objectives and duties of our Consistory, Boards and Committee to help you 
decide where to share your talents and help our church grow!  For more details, there is a slideshow 
available at https://tinyurl.com/2javm5x4. 
New in 2023: 
 Committees and boards can choose to meet the second Sunday of the month (9:15am to 10:15am) or the second 

Monday of the month (as they do now). 
 Coffee Hour time will change on the first and second Sunday of the month. On those Sundays Coffee Hour will be between 

the first and second service. 
 

Consistory  
Objective: Function as an executive council, providing leadership for the Church around significant spiritual and 
financial matters. Work in harmony with the pastor to develop and implement the vision for the congregation.  
Duties and Responsibilities: Meet monthly on the second Monday evening of the month. Serve as liaison to a board 
or committee. Receive input/feedback from the congregation. Draft operating budget. Oversee constitution and by-
laws.  Host Coffee Hour on the first Sunday of November. 

BOARDS 
Cemetery Board 
Objective: Ensures perpetual care for past, present and future generations.  
Duties and Responsibilities: Provide care and maintenance for the cemetery. Meet every quarter. Adhere to the 
bylaws of the cemetery and the state of Maryland. Host Coffee Hour when scheduled.  

Christian Education Board 
Objective: Oversees the Christian learning ministries and opportunities for all ages within the church.  
Duties and Responsibilities: Meet monthly (except July). Provide curriculum for each faith building program. Plan and 
execute children’s activities at the annual picnic. Plan for promotion Sunday. Host Coffee Hour when scheduled.  

Christ Church Children’s Center  
Objective: Provide guidance and input about the Center’s operation to the Center’s director, and act as a conduit for 
information between the church and the Center.  
Duties and Responsibilities: Quarterly meetings the 2nd Monday of each month at 6pm. Attend center events as 
able. Host Coffee Hour when scheduled.  

Church Property Board  
Objective: Maintain all of the Church properties, grounds, and equipment with the exception of the cemetery. 
Determine future needs and/or improvements and make recommendations to the Consistory, as appropriate.  
Duties and Responsibilities: Manage building repairs and maintenance, landscaping, lawn care, snow removal, etc. 
Maintain an annual record of all maintenance and repair projects and costs. Communicate with pastor, Consistory, 
office personnel and CCCC about current projects. Host Coffee Hour when scheduled.  

Discipleship  
Objective: Support congregational activities that build cohesion and Christian spirit within the church. Support local, 
national and international activities that reflect Christian principles and meet social needs. 
Duties and Responsibilities: Organize Sunday of Service, Soup Kitchen, the Backpack program, Christmas gifts for 
families in need, Food Bank and Heartly House, Advocates for Homeless. Host Coffee Hour when scheduled. This 
board will also maintain a connection with congregational members in need of care.  

(Continued on page 6) 
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Nominating Committee Information (cont) 

Parish Life  
Objective: Develop and coordinate programs in the Church that promote fellowship, encourage 
emotional support, and deepen the spiritual life of the congregation.  
Duties and Responsibilities: Attend monthly meetings. Assist with board sponsored events and 
activities. Host Ice Cream Sundays (June, July, August). 

 

COMMITTEES 
Church and Ministry  
Objective: Support and maintain an open relationship and communication between the ordained minister and the 
congregation.  
Duties and Responsibilities: Support the pastor by providing a forum for the pastor to express concerns and 
reactions regarding their work. Listen to church members and openly and honestly communicate feelings and 
reactions to the pastor. Demonstrate concern and understanding for the pastor’s contract.  

Finance and Budget  
Objective: Act as the fiduciary responsible for managing CRUCC’s Restricted (Endowed) Funds. Serve to support the 
monthly financial reporting and accounting processes. Prepare a recommended draft annual budget each fall for the 
Consistory to deliberate and finalize.  
Duties and Responsibilities: Attend and participate in scheduled meetings which are held in September. Other 
meetings are held on an as needed basis. Review monthly financial statements.  

Nominating Committee  
Objective: Staff committees and boards  
Duties and Responsibilities: Review board and committee descriptions in order to accurately staff each board and 
committee. Gather input from boards and committees about possible new members. Contact individuals to serve on 
boards and committees,  

Personnel  
Objective: Responsible for matters concerning paid non-clergy staff and volunteer staff  
Duties and Responsibilities: Assign liaison to non-clergy staff. Meet with personnel to go over expectations, needs 
and evaluations completed by the pastor. Prepare/update position descriptions. Form search committees to fill 
vacant positions.  

Stewardship  
Objective: Develop methods and means to call people into personal growth as people with capacity to give, serve, 
and care generously. Stewardship is about more than giving money.  
Duties and Responsibilities: Help church members understand how the church budget is the “mission statement” of 
the church. Plan a Stewardship program. Help personalize giving so church members can see and pray for what their 
gifts are doing. Analyze present and past trends in giving.  Host Coffee Hour on Stewardship Sunday in November. 
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For more information, please contact our 
Nominating Committee Members: 
Laura Verdi lkveri@comcast.net  or  
Bob Woods robertwoods824@gmail.com  
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LAYREADERS 
December 4 Laura Fontaine 
December 11 Kathy Powderly 
December 18 Wendy Campbell 
December 25 TBD 

USHERS 
December 4 Communion Team 
December 11 Team 5 
December 18 Team 6 
December 25 Team 3 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
December 4 Margaret Brandenburg 
December 11 TBD 
December 18 Be’ Hill 
December 25 Wendy Campbell 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
December 4 Bob & Jean Galey 
December 11 Connie & Gary Bell 
December 18 Wendy Campbell 
December 25 N/A 

 

 

OCTOBER 2022 
 8:15 am 10:30 am 
October 2 32 73 
October 9 22 32 
October 16 23 45 
October 23 18 63 
October 30 19 59 

CHILDREN’S STORY 
December 4 Gregg Petermann 
December 11 Edward Fontaine 
December 18 Wendy Campbell 
December 25 Kyle Powderly 

PSALMIST 
December 4 TBD 
December 11 Harper Lare 
December 18 Scott Fogle 
December 25 N/A 
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Includes Grant Money
Actual Income
Report
Actual Expenses
Expense Report
Budgeted Expenses
“CRUCC Budgeted Expense Re-
port
not include Investment Income  or 
non
will be different from above re-
ports).

2022 Operating Finances Year-to-Date – OCTOBER 31, 2022 

Operating Finances 

  Actual 
Income 

Approved 
Budget 

Budgeted 
Expenses 

Non-Budgeted 
Expenses 

Total 
Expenses Variant 

CRUCC $296,937.45 $449,431.00 $336,217.83 $60,016.76 $400,260.01 -$103,322.56 

CCCC $759,026.41 $933,455.87 $651,436.66 $11,717.02 $654,493.54 $104,532.87 

Per recommendations from the Annual Budget Meeting, adjustments were made to this table and financial reports were modified to 
provide a more clear picture of the finances. The CRUCC Non-Budgeted Expenses (which include sound system upgrades for both 
the Chapel and the Sanctuary, a new HVAC system and a portion of the new van purchase) will use funds from the Capital 
Improvement Fund and the Memorial Savings Account.  The CCCC Non-Budgeted Expenses were due to funds that were 
inadvertently omitted from the 2022 CCCC budget, but will be included going forward. 
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Reaching out to help people to know  
God through Jesus Christ.  

Equipping people to love God through  
the community of faith.  

Sending people to serve God  
throughout the world. 

Christ Church Children’s Center 
Mrs. Missy Payne, Director 

6 Weeks—5th Grade 
Mon-Fri    6:30am – 6:00pm 

301-371-0360 
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net 


