
No matter where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here. Because Jesus has taught 
us to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and to love our 

neighbors as ourselves we declare Christ Reformed UCC to be an Open and Affirming 
church. We invite people of every race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity 
and expression, age, marital status, economic circumstance, and physical and mental ability 

into the worship, rites & sacraments, fellowship, and leadership of our church. 
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As we touched on briefly in worship the last Sunday in October, Martin Luther is 
seen as the progenitor of the Reformation because, while he was not the first to 
protest the oligarchy of the Roman Curia (the administrative institution and central 
authority of the Church at the time), he was the most well-known. 

Luther was that way because of a serendipitous moment, what I call the 
“Gutenberg Moment.” Johannes Gutenberg did not invent the first moveable-type 
printing press; Bi Sheng, a Chinese artist and engineer, had invented it in AD 1040. 
Yes, four centuries before Gutenberg! The difference is Gutenberg’s invention 
came at a time of great upheaval in Europe—social and cultural, intellectual, and 
spiritual—and his printing press was a powerful catalyst for the changes that came 
about in that time. 

Up until Luther, Curia had been able to control the narrative regarding the 
Church’s authority and decency, or lack of it, and thereby silence dissent and 
dissenters. But when Luther faced potentially being silenced by the power of 
Rome, his students and friends had his 95 theses (or disputes to discuss) typeset 
and printed in pamphlets that could be easily distributed. Within a few months 
Luther’s theses had been reproduced and spread across much of Europe. Those in 
power both in the Church and in civil governments could no longer control the 
message or messengers. 

Luther was traditional in putting pen to paper in October 1517 and writing a 
letter to his archbishop about his concerns, but he also adopted the (then) cutting 
edge technology of Gutenberg’s printing press to ensure his concerns would not be 
quashed. He was clear about what his message was—“we must be sure what we 
are doing is honoring the Gospel of Jesus Christ”—and he leveraged something 
that was new and not truly understood to spread the message far and wide. 

We are in a “Gutenberg Moment” today. Our cutting-edge technology is the 
transistor, which is the building block of integrated circuits and microprocessors 
that power our computers, satellites, and almost every form of communication. 
The transistor has made possible near-instantaneous communication around the 
world, and even enabled us to communicate with tools on other worlds, such as 
the Curiosity rover on Mars. What this technology will ultimately lead our society to 
is uncertain, and what it is capable of doing for the church of the 21st century is 
far beyond what we currently do or even can imagine. What we know is it can be a 
powerful tool for sharing the Gospel of Jesus, with the world around us in ways 
never before possible. But before we can leverage this tool in that powerful way, 
we need to have a clear message, in a language/form the world outside the 
Church can understand. 

The lesson from five hundred years ago is that there are always crises that 
threaten the Church, but the Church, the Body of Christ, will survive them. And 
those who are clear on who we are in the Body of Christ and how we are called by 
Christ to invite, to bring, others into the Body are ones who will not only survive 
the crisis but thrive through it. 
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Order your Christmas Flowers  
Use the enclosed order form to 

honor or remember special family 
members, friends or an event with 
potted plants which will decorate 
our sanctuary on Christmas Eve. 

 

Deadline to  
order is  

December 2nd 



 

8am Wednesdays 
via Zoom 
with Pastor Kyle. 

Notes 

Be The Church Series 
We kicked off the Christian Education Board series on 

the “BE THE CHURCH” that we as UCC members speak so 
much about and hold as our claim as followers of Christ.  
On November 27th, Melissa Miller will present a segment 
on “Forgive Often”. We hope you join us and bring a friend.   

Upper Room Devotions 
For a number of our members, one of the daily 

devotional tools they use is the Upper Room. Debbie Bruns 
has put copies of the Upper Room in the mailbox on the 
Parish House porch and also in the Narthex. If you would 
like one mailed to you, please contact Debbie in the church 
office. 

Gift Cards Church Fundraiser  
Our gift card fundraiser (previously called 

ShopWithScrip) is now called “RaiseRight”. The church 
receives a percentage of every gift card purchased. Use the 
enclosed Order form to purchase a wide selection of cards 
for your shopping convenience.  Return the completed form 
to the church office with payment.   Your cards will be 
mailed to the church the following week for you to pick-up 
either on Sunday morning or during the week from the 
church office.  Cash or check payments will need to be 
submitted to the church before the order can be finalized. 

Christmas Poinsettias  
Our sanctuary is always gorgeous at Christmas thanks 

to the generous donation of poinsettias by our members 
and friends in memory or honor of loved ones.  If you 
would like to donate a plant to decorate the sanctuary and 
receive the plant after the Christmas Eve Service, you can 
do so by using the enclosed order form or by contacting 
the church office.  The poinsettia’s are provided by Dutch 

Plant Farm. The deadline to place your 
order is Friday, December 2nd. 

Remembrance Sunday 
All Saints Day is when, traditionally, 

people remember those who have gone 
before us into God's realm beyond our 
vision, and the place they still occupy in our 
hearts and minds. We will mark that on the first Sunday of 
November (November 6th), with Remembrance Sunday. 
During worship we will recall the names of members and 
friends of our church who died in the past year. We invite 
you to bring a picture of someone you want us to remember 
with you that day—it doesn't matter how recently or long 
ago your person died. We will place the pictures on a table in 
front of the chancel to remind us to continue in and deepen 
our confidence in God's powerful presence in life and in 
death 

How to Get in touch with Pastor Kyle  
Pastor Kyle recently resolved some issues with his phone 

provider, so it should be easier to contact him on his cell 
number. All contact information remains the same. As a 
reminder, he is physically in the office at the Parish House on 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays. Wednesdays 
he works from home. Friday and Saturday are his days off. 
You may reach Pastor Kyle on his in office days by calling the 
church office at 301-371-6610. You may also call or text him 
directly at 240-934-0099 or e-mail him at 
kyle.crucc@gmail.com. Texting and e-mail are Pastor Kyle's 
preferred method of communication, but any type of 
communication with Pastor Kyle will be returned within 48 
hours. Emergency calls will be returned immediately.  

THE          + CLUB  
 

Lunch, Bingo &  
Fellowship 
 

November 10 

Noon to 2pm 

Coffee Hour Area 
 

Add your name to the sign up sheet or 
contact the church office. 

Plan Your Calendar 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

& BUDGET VOTE 

Sunday, November 6th 

Chapel @ 9:15am 

Our constitution calls for a meeting of 
the congregation on the first Sunday of 

November to adopt a budget for the 
next year.  You can join in person or via 
Zoom.  The Zoom link will be emailed 

out prior to the meeting.  

VISIONS 
November 2022 
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Tuesday 
11/15 @ 6:30pm 

Main Cup 

Add your name to the sign up sheet in the 
Narthex. For more information, please contact 
Christine Fontaine de Servellon at 
97cfontaine@gmail.com. 

God on Tap is an opportunity for 
members and friends of CRUCC to 
gather to come to know each other 
and to wrestle with some of life’s 
great (and small) questions.  

Ladies Only "Chill Night” 
 

Next gathering will be 
 in January. 

Details coming next month. 

BOOK CLUB 
Tuesday, November 15 

Noon @ Fratelli’s 
Please join us as we discuss “A 
Woman is No Man” by Etaf Rum. This 
difficult-to-put-down novel takes us 
into the complex lives of conservative 
Arab-American women living in their 
tight-knit patriarchal Brooklyn 
community. 

Guys Night Out 
Main Cup 

11/21 @ 6pm 
We’ll enjoy some good food and fellowship.  If you 

plan to attend, RSVP to Bob Galey at 
robertgaley@hotmail.com or text or  

call 301 712-8022. 

Downstairs Discussion Group 
9:15-10:15am  Social Room 

The Sunday group meeting of people to talk 
about life, faith, and more, is meeting once 
again. Feel free to drop in, or contact Bill 
Steigelmann at 240-490-5880 for more 

information.  Hope to see you there! 

Community  
Thanksgiving Service 

 

November 20th at 7pm 
Christ Reformed UCC 

 

Each year the congregations of Middletown 
gather for a joint worship service on the 
Sunday before Thanksgiving.  It is a great 
opportunity to worship with people who may 
be our next-door neighbors.  Please make 
plans to join in this special event 

 
Catoctin Association 
Central Atlantic Conference 
United Church of Christ 

The Catoctin Association of the Central Atlantic Conference, United 
Church of Christ, and Christ Reformed United Church of Christ in 

Middletown cordially invite your presence and prayers for the Installation 
of the Reverend Kyle Powderly as pastor to the congregation. 

 

 

Sunday, November 13, 2022 
 

10:30am Blended Worship 
12:00pm to 1:00pm Luncheon 

The Service of Installation will immediately follow. 

Service of Installation of  
Rev. Kyle Powderly 
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Community Outreach 

Adopt a Family 
Through Middletown Valley People Helping People our 
congregation is being invited to help provide Christmas gifts for 
families who are facing hard times.  The Discipleship Board will 
place a small Christmas tree in the back of the Narthex. On the 
tree are ornaments representing gift cards to Target, Walmart, 
Kohl’s, Amazon, or any grocery store in amounts of $20, $25, 
$50 and $75.  You are invited to take an ornament, purchase a 
gift card through the church’s gift card program (see Gail) or 
through a retail outlet, and place the card in the offering plate or 
return it to the church office.  If you are unable to join us in 
person, you can simply send a gift card(s) or check made out to 
CRUCC to the church office. Gift cards are due no later 
than Sunday, December 5th.  If you have any questions please 
contact Judy Brandenburg.   

Fall Clothing 
Drive 

Debbie Bruns is 
collecting gently used 
clothing for adults and 
chi ldren for an 
upcoming fall clothing 

drive. Please place your items in the bin 
provided in the Narthex by Nov. 11th. 

We Want to Hear from You! 
At our Homecoming Sunday last month there was a discussion centered around how we can revitalize our church. If you 
missed this opportunity to share your thoughts, or if you have additional thoughts, we would love to hear from you! Our dis-
cussion starters are listed below. Please talk to or email Wendy Campbell at wc1158@comcast.net or Laura Verd at  
lkverdi@comcast.net) with your thoughts, or click on this survey link https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSciYAltwQaTQf3XxJHbvaTU5YkQhjV1S4tDhz3XM7vvlso3HQ/viewform to directly respond. Thank you! 
 

Discussion Questions 
1. How has the Pandemic affected your feelings and actions about your church life? 
2. How are you doing spiritually? 
3. What do you like about our church? 
4. What do you miss about our church? 
5. I wish my church had _________. 
6. How can this church help you grow in faith? 
7. How can you be the church? 

Homecoming Sunday Discussion Follow-Up 

Thank you to all of our families and friends who helped by taking part in our Joe Corbi's fundraiser last 
month. We were able to raise $1,788 to help go towards new playground toys! Food will be delivered on 
Wednesday, Nov 3rd, pick up will be anytime after 1:00pm in the coffee hour space.  
 
CCCC has partnered with The Golden Gears, Mike Locke’s car 
club, to collect new unwrapped toys for the Toys for Tots toy 
drive. If you would like to donate a new toy, please place it in 
the big red box in the CCCC lobby area by Sunday, Nov. 20th.  



LAYREADERS 
November 6 Gail Johnson 
November 13 Andrew Corl 
November 20 Paul Fink 
November 27 Sue Wickless 

USHERS 
November 6 Communion Team 
November 13 Team 2 
November 20 Team 3 
November 27 Team 4 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
November 6 Bunny Cramer 
November 13 Church & Ministry 
November 20 TBD 
November 27 Sue Wickless 
 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
November 6 Consistory 
November 13 N/A 
November 20 Stewardship Committee 
November 27 Property Board 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 2022 
 8:15 am 10:30 am 
September 4 21 57 
September 11 22 52 
September 18 27 63 
September 25 25 76 

CHILDREN’S STORY 
November 6 Wendy Campbell 
November 13 Skip Lare 
November 20 Sandy Oliynyk 
November 27 N/A 

PSALMIST 
November 6 Alice Barnet 
November 13 Jo Miller 
November 20 Maryjane Line 
November 27 Isaac Cummings 

Around the Congregation VISIONS 
November 2022 
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Includes Grant Money
Actual Income
Expense Report
Actual Expenses
Expense Report
Budgeted Expenses
“Budgeted Expense Report
My Saved Reports.

Don’t forget…. 
Daylight Savings Time ends. 

 

Set your clocks back one hour 
on November 6th at 2:00AM. 

2022 Operating Finances Year-to-Date – SEPTEMBER 30, 2022 

Operating Finances 

  Actual 
Income 

Budgeted 
Expenses 

Actual 
Expenses Variant 

Operating $269,044.91 $338,385.33 $378,369.42 -$109,324.51 

Children’s Center $665,523.93 $700,092.00 $589,923.02 $75,600.91 

Global $934,568.84 $1,038,477.33 $968,292.44 -$33,723.60 



Christ Reformed 
United Church of Christ 

Rev. Kyle Powderly, Pastor 
 

In-Person  
8:15am Contemporary Worship 

 

In Person & On-Line Worship 
Sunday Worship 10:30am 

Sunday Coffee Hour 11:30am 
 

Church Office Hours 
Mon-Fri 9am-3pm 

301-371-6610 
Fax: 301-371-6912 

 
Non Profit Organization 

U.S.  Postage Paid 
PERMIT 2202 

Frederick, Maryland  21701 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

12 South Church Street 
P.O. Box 333 
Middletown , Maryland  21769 

christreformeducc@comcast.net 
www.crucc.org 

Reaching out to help people to know  
God through Jesus Christ.  

Equipping people to love God through  
the community of faith.  

Sending people to serve God  
throughout the world. 

Christ Church Children’s Center 
Mrs. Missy Payne, Director 

6 Weeks—5th Grade 
Mon-Fri    6:30am – 6:00pm 

301-371-0360 
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net 

 

Catoctin Association 
Central Atlantic Conference 
United Church of Christ 

The Catoctin Association of the Central Atlantic Conference, United Church of Christ, and  
Christ Reformed United Church of Christ in Middletown cordially invite your presence and prayers  

for the Installation of the Reverend Kyle Powderly as pastor to the congregation. 
 

 

Sunday, November 13, 2022 
 

10:30am Blended Worship 
12:00pm to 1:00pm Luncheon 

The Service of Installation will immediately follow. 

Service of Installation of  
Rev. Kyle Powderly 


