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- FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2025
6:30-8:30PM PIZZA WITH THE PASTOR

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2025
9:30AM - 12:00PM: COFFEE & CONVERSATION
2:00 - 4:00PM;: CHAPEL CHATS

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2025
10:30AM: COMBINED SERVICE
:30AM: Q&A SESSION & VOTING

CHRIST REFORMED UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

NO MATTER WHERE YOU ARE ON LIFE'S JOURNEY, YOU ARE WELCOME HERE. BECAUSE JESUS HAS TAUGHT US TO LOVE THE LORD
OUR GOD WITH ALL OUR HEART, SOUL, STRENGTH, AND MIND, AND TO LOVE OUR NEIGHBORS AS OURSELVES WE DECLARE CHRIST
REFORMED UCC TO BE AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING CHURCH. WL INVITE PLOPLE OF LVERY RACE, GENDER, ETHNIGITY, SEXUAL
ORIENTATION, GENDER IDENTITY AND EXPRESSION, AGE, MARITAL STATUS, ECONOMIC CIRCUMSTANCE, AND PHYSICAL AND MENTAL
ABILITY INTO THE WORSHIP, RITES & SACRAMENTS, FELLOWSHIP, AND LEADERSHIP OF OUR CHURGH.

PASTOR’S PEN

Dear Flock,

[ was trying to think about what to write about this month. I thought about doing
a forward look toward Advent (yes, that is coming up sooner than we think!), or
there were several other articles in the early stages. However, what has been gnawing
at me and will not let me rest is my recent two days at the 61st Central Atlantic
Conference of the United Church of Christ. I was blessed to attend via Zoom and
came away with a new sense of purpose for myself, for ministry, and for our church.

This conference was around the theme “Letting Down Our Nets: Catching
Possibilities” based on Luke 5:4 “Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a
catch.” Now, I am no fisherman. In fact, I went twice: once with my dad (which
was more “together time” than fishing), and once with friends (we swore each to
secrecy, never to discuss it). I know that fishing (like anything else!) can be
frustrating. Hours without anything to show for it. And yet, after fishing all night,
Simon Peter protested to Jesus that they were tired, frustrated, and just wanted to
quit. I would guess that Jesus' tone was more insistent than suggestive when he told
Simon Peter to put the nets down again. Well, you know the rest of the story. They
caught so many fish that the nets nearly broke. So what?

During the Saturday proceedings, I heard four powerful speakers: Rev. Freeman
Palmer, Rev. Christine Wiley, Rev. Craig Peterson, and Rev. Julie DeShazier, the
keynote speaker, all of whom delivered incredible, inspirational messages about letting
down the nets. Each addressed the fact that our church—and all churches/
denominations—are at a crossroads, wondering what to do. People are busier, the
world is scarier, life is moving at a breakneck pace, and the weekends are catch-up
time. As each of us faces the current times, we find ourselves frustrated, tired, and so
often just wanting to “‘sit and see what happens.” Letting down
nets now, let alone in deep waters, seems frightening and
pointless. The deep water scares us. We don’t know what’s
there. We want convenience, safety, and wonder if we will
drown. And yet, what does Christ tell us? Lower the nets
anyway.

Several significant points from this conference have kept me
thinking since it ended. The primary point for me was to have
faith and trust that God will still use us. Don’t give up. Put
down the nets, the catch is waiting. As a church, as a
denomination, we must focus on what is possible and what we
CAN do through Christ’s inspiration and God’s power. Believe
in justice, work toward it, and refuse to be silent.
Rev. Freeman Palmer started his message with statistics about
commercial fishing nets. They can be as large as 1500 feet by 50
feet! Too big for one or two people. Too big for only a few to
- hold and maneuver. So frustrating. No wonder Simon was
fatigued.
3 s ! (Continued on page 2)




PASTOR’S PEN (CONT))

And yet, Rev. Palmer encouraged us to “listen” to God’s voice. God. Is. Still. Speaking. Trusting in
God’s presence, we will be granted faith, trust, and courage for the fishing trip. We are not defined by our
buildings, our membership, or how we dot I’s and cross T’s, but by our faith and spirituality. Alluding to
the significant shifts in our culture, he asked whether the church, in general, is even relevant any longer.
It’s scary. Do we even cast nets anymore? We should, yes, but “what if. . .27 We are physically,
emotionally, and even biblically tired. Nevertheless, cast the nets.

Dr. Palmer concluded with his Google search results on nets. Some nets accomplish specific things
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better than others. There are nets of all shapes, colors, sizes, weights, functions, and even for particular
kinds of fish. It’s sort of like our church and the song “We Are the Church.” There’s many kinds of people, with many
kinds of faces. All colors and all ages, too, in all times and places.” Indeed, we are the church, all of us! In other words, we
need everyone on board to handle the nets: develop strategies for casting them, where to cast them, and who will throw
them out. So many possibilities. Dr. Palmer left us with the question, “What if Peter had said, 'no” to Jesus?

So, my dear church, I leave you with this question: “What if we say, “no”?

NOTES

Nominating Committee Needs Your Help!

Nominating Committee has begun recruiting
individuals to staff our church boards and committees
(see page 3 for more details). If you are interested in any
position or if you would like more information, we would
love to talk with you!

Nominating Committee representatives:

Laura Fontaine /aura.s.fontaine@gmail.com
Sharon Thomas oaklandfarmmd@comcast.net

Gift Cards Church Fundraiser

By purchasing gift cards through RaiseRight, one of
our church fundraisers, the church receives a percentage
of every gift card purchased. Use the enclosed Order
form to purchase a wide selection of cards for your
shopping convenience. Return the completed form to
the church office with payment. Your cards will be
delivered to the church the following week for you to pick
up either on Sunday morning from Gail or during the
week from the church office. Cash or check payments
will need to be submitted to the church before the order
can be finalized.

Christmas Decorating

If you are interested in helping to decorate the church
for Christmas, please contact Gertie Mende at 301-639-
2109 or cgmende@comcast.net to let her know your
availability to help out either Friday, 11/28 or Saturday,
11/29. Once she has an idea of availability, she will
confirm the date.

Small Nativity Sets Wanted On-Loan for Advent

We are looking for small nativity sets/scenes to feature
in our sanctuary and chapel. If you have such a set or one
-piece scene that you are willing to loan to the church
between now and Christmas, we would be grateful! You
can bring it with you to worship on Sunday or drop off to
the church office during the week. Be sure to mark it with
a tag or tape with your name.

Soli Deo Gloria! Pastor Greg

Wreath-Making Workshop

The Parish Life Board is hosting a wreath-making
workshop on November 30th from 1:00 to 3:00pm. The
cost is $5 and snacks and drinks will be served. Renee
Brandenburg-Huffer will be the instructor. Bring gloves,
pruning shears, and wire cutters if you have them. Bring a
friend. Please add your name to the sign up sheet so we
can be sure we have enough supplies.

NOVEMBER 29TH

Christ Reformed
Sanctuary

Our constitution calls for a
meeting of the congregation on
the first Sunday of November to
adopt a budget for the next year.
Copies of the proposed budget,

ANNUAL have mailed out. Copies are

available in the Narthex. You are

BHP"GET@MQEIEJ!H'G encouraged to attend this
: Chape'l

meeting

Christmas Flowers
Use the enclosed order form to honor or
remember special family members, friends
or an event with potted plants which will

decorate our sanctuary on Christmas Eve.
Deadline to order is
December 3rd
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CONSISTORY, BOARDS & COMMITTEES DESCRIPTIONS VISTONS
NOVEMBET 2025

Below is a summary of the objectives and duties of our Consistory, Boards and Committee to help you decide where to Page 3
share your talents and help our church grow!

CONSISTORY

Objective: Function as an executive council, providing leadership for the Church around significant spiritual and financial matters. Work in
harmony with the pastor to develop and implement the vision for the congregation.

Duties and Responsibilities: Meet monthly on the second Monday evening of the month. Serve as liaison to a board or committee. Receive
input/feedback from the congregation. Draft operating budget. Oversee constitution and by-laws. Serve communion. Host Coffee Hour on
the first Sunday of November.

CEMETERY BOARD

Objective: Ensures perpetual care for past, present and future generations.

Duties and Responsibilities: Provide care and maintenance for the cemetery. Meet every quarter. Adhere to the bylaws of the cemetery and the state of Maryland.
Host Coffee Hour when scheduled.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION BOARD

Objective: Oversees the Christian learning ministries and opportunities for all ages within the church.

Duties and Responsibilities: Meet monthly (except July) on the third Sunday of the month at 9:15. Provide curriculum for each faith building program. Plan and
execute children’s activities at the annual picnic. Host Coffee Hour when scheduled.

CHRIST CHURCH CHILDREN’S CENTER BOARD

Objective: Provide guidance and input about the Center's operation to the Center's director, and act as a conduit for information between the church and the
Center.

Duties and Responsibilities: Quarterly meetings the 2nd Monday of each month at 6pm. Attend center events as able. Host Coffee Hour when scheduled.

CHURCH PROPERTY BOARD

Objective: Maintain all of the Church properties, grounds, and equipment with the exception of the cemetery. Determine future needs and/or improvements and
make recommendations to the Consistory, as appropriate.

Duties and Responsibilities: Manage building repairs and maintenance, landscaping, lawn care, snow removal, etc. Maintain an annual record of all maintenance and
repair projects and costs. Communicate with pastor, Consistory, office personnel and CCCC about current projects. Host Coffee Hour when scheduled.

DISCIPLESHIP BOARD

Objective: Support congregational activities that build cohesion and Christian spirit within the church. Support local, national and international activities that reflect
Christian principles and meet social needs.

Duties and Responsibilities: Meet the second Sunday of the month at 9:15. Organize Sunday of Service, Soup Kitchen, the Backpack program, Christmas gifts for
families in need, Food Bank and Heartly House. Coordinate with Advocates for Homeless for the Weagly House. Maintain a connection with congregational members
in need of care. Host Coffee Hour when scheduled.

PARISH LIFE BOARD
Objective: Develop and coordinate programs in the Church that promote fellowship, encourage emotional support, and deepen the spiritual life of the congregation.
Duties and Responsibilities: Attend monthly meetings. Assist with board sponsored events and activities. Host Ice Cream Sundays (June, July, August).

CHURCH AND MINISTRY COMMITTEE

Objective: Support and maintain an open relationship and communication between the ordained minister and the congregation.

Duties and Responsibilities: Support the pastor by providing a forum for the pastor to express concerns and reactions regarding their work. Listen to church
members, openly and honestly communicate feelings and reactions to the pastor. Demonstrate concern and understanding for the pastor’s contract.

FINANCE AND BUDGET COMMITTEE

Objective: Act as the fiduciary responsible for managing CRUCC's Restricted (Endowed) Funds. Serve to support the monthly financial reporting and accounting
processes. Prepare a recommended draft annual budget each fall for the Consistory to deliberate and finalize.

Duties and Responsibilities: Attend and participate in monthly meetings, except during the summer. Review monthly financial reports for accuracy. Observe and
analyze trends in giving and spending.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Objective: Staff committees and boards

Duties and Responsibilities: Review board and committee descriptions in order to accurately staff each board and committee. Gather input from boards and
committees about possible new members. Recruit individuals to serve on boards and committees.

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

Objective: Responsible for matters concerning paid non-clergy staff and volunteer staff

Duties and Responsibilities: Assign liaison to non-clergy staff. Meet with personnel to go over expectations, needs and evaluations completed by the pastor. Prepare/
update position descriptions. Form search committees to fill vacant positions.

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
Objective: Develop methods and means to call people into personal growth as people with capacity to give, serve, and care generously. Stewardship is about more
than giving money.

Duties and Responsibilities: Help church members understand how the church budget is the “mission statement™ of
the church. Plan a Stewardship program. Help personalize giving so church members can see and pray for what their
gifts are doing. Analyze present and past trends in giving. Host Coffee Hour on Stewardship Sunday in November.

Nominating Committee representatives:
Laura Fontaine /aura.s.fontaine@gmail.com

Sharon Thomas oaklandfarmmd@comcast.net
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11/21 @ 5:30pm
Longhorn Steakhouse

Please add your name to the sign up
sheet in the Narthex by 11/16.

GUYS NIGHT OUT

Join us for food & fellowship.

11/24 @ 6pm

Oscar's Ale House
906 N. East Street Frederick

Please ﬁSVP to Bob at

=S

robertgaley@hotmail.com
or text/call 301-71 2-8022.
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god on a

Wednesday 11/12 @ 6:30pm

Parish House
Please bring a side dish or dessert fo share.

Please R5VP to
Paul at madfink»>0@msn.com

Through Middletown Valley People Helping People (MVPHP) our congregation is invited to help
provide Holiday Assistance for local families who are facing hard times. Last year, MVPHDP served
202 children and 88 families, all made possible by our generous community. Ways to help:
¢ Discipleship Board has placed a small Christmas tree in the back of the Narthex. On the tree
are ornaments representing gift cards in amounts of $§25 and $50. You are invited to take an
ornament, purchase a gift card through the church’s gift card program (see Gail Johnson) or
through a retail outlet, and place the card in the offering plate Al gift cards can be dropped off
or return it to the church office.
¢ Donate Toiletry Items for teens (donation bin in Narthex)

® 0 0 0 0 0 0o

to the church office.

DEADLINE: DECEMBER 5TH

In 2024, over 136 kids in the Middletown valley area were provided a free or reduced priced lunch on school
days, but they faced the prospect of hunger on the weekend. In partnership with area churches, the Weekend
Food Program helps to fill this gap by providing weekend bags full of food for children in these schools:
Middletown Elementary, Primary, Middle, Myersville, Valley, Jefferson and Wolfsville Elementary.

How Can YOU Help These Children?

¢ SPONSOR a child for a year at a cost of $300.00, in whole or in part — simply make out your check
to CRUCC and indicate on the memo line that it is for the Weekend Food Program.

¢ PURCHASE the specific foods needed and put the items in the designated box located in the Narthex

¢ VOLUNTEER your time to pack the food.

¢ DELIVER the food to a school.

WEEKEND FOOD PROGRAM

Fall Clothing Drive METAL RECYCLING
Debbie Bruns is Every Sunday from approximately 6:30am until 12:30pm in the Zion Lutheran
collecting  gently used Church (107 W. Main Street) lower parking lot, Bill Traube and a core of
Clothing for an upcoming volunteers collect any kind of metal, aluminum cans, steel,
fall clothing event at o etc. All of the proceeds go to support local charities. In
Ballenger Creek Middle 2023, they donated over $24K to these charities. All are
STe ool B BISE G B0l BRI o2 f7Lo 0 (G | encouraged  to  bring their scrap metal for a good
Sres el R T S T B S BISERREI Il | cause.  Small items can be left on the back porch of the
S ey (G e FTTd e [ e A B/ ilsla | | Parish House. Arrangements can be made for picking up
Ist. large items by contacting Bill Traube at 240-457-3953.
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MIDDLETOWN
FOOD BANK

FOOD ITEMS

e Canned Beans

e Canned Tuna
Canned Chicken
Canned Vegetables

PERSONAL CARE ITEMS
o Toilet Paper

e Bars of Soap

e Paper Towels

Hamburger Helper

Rice-A-Roni
Collection boxes for non-perishables are in the

between the sanctuary and the chapel. Homegrown fruits/

veggies can be dropped off directly (301 W. Main St) on
Wednesdays 1-3pm or Saturdays 9-1 Iam.

Wa#_s ou can

RAISERIGHT GIFT CARD FUNDRAISER PEBE 6

Did you know that you can donate to the
church while you are grocery shopping or
eating out? With every gift card you
purchase from the church through the Raise

Right program, a portion of the value of the
gift card is donated right back to Christ
Reformed. Use the enclosed order form or visit the Raise
Right website (http//www.raiseright.com). We have a small
inventory of gift cards that you can
purchase from Gail Johnson on
Sundays, submit the completed form
(w/payment) to the church office or
order directly online. Questions? Call

the church office or see Gail Johnson. @ RaiseRight

ENROLL ONLINE: https://www.raiseright.com/enroll?
enrollCode=3124C59B3388L

SERVE
AROUND THE CONGREGATION

Sound Techs

Novewber 2 Nick fﬁule

November 9 Towy Yendi

Novewben 16 Pat Joy

| November 23 Towy Yedi

November 20 Pat Joy
Layreaders

November 2 Sue Wickless

November 9 Toylor Magdo-Mathis

Novewmben 16 Paul ik

November 22 Laura f}outaiue

November 20 Alison Lynch

Ushes

November 2 Pat Joy, Nowey vom Lehn

Novewber 9 Manti Easton, Launa Verdi

Novewber 16 Linda Delauder, Trisk Pau-Bhandt

November 23 Be' Hill, Kanen Koogle

| November 20 Linda Nickols, Judy Zeck

<. - CHURCH ATTENDANCE
September 2025
848 am 10:30 am,

Setember 7 23 %
Setember 14 2 #
Seilember 21 2l a7
September 28 20 %

Colylree Houn HNosts
Novemper 2 Cousistony
November 9 Dick & Susan Ffoot
November 16 Stewandship Committee
November 22 TED
November 30 Discipleskip Board

Greetens
November 2 Lowa € Tony Verdi
November 9 Yickie € Date Biggs
aud/or Beth € Mike Mumment
November 16 Menbers ofy Consistony
November 23 Many € Grigrty Ganwood
November 30 Bawwara Ohler, Paul “Finke
Altan Howers

November 2 TED
November 9 TED
| November 16 TBD
| November 23 Sue Wiclless
MNovemper 30 TED

Vs

W
. Wie' SO
ovember 9nd

Fall back, not behindl
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OPERATING FINANCES YEAR TO DATE ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2025

CRUCC
REVENUE

Operating Income

Total Grant/Loan Revenues
Total lInvestment Income
Other Income

TOTAL REVENUE
EXPENSES

Compensation Expenses
Operating Expenses
Program Expenses
Worship-Related Expenses
Education-55/CCCC
Office & Supplies
Utilities
Building & Property
Equipment Maintenance
Insurance Expenses
Total Operating Expenses
Ministry Expenses
Ministry - Outreach
Ministry - Boards & Committees
Total Ministry Expenses

TOTAL EXPENSES
NETTOTAL

CCCC
REVENUE

Operating Income

Total Grant/Loan Revenues
Total lInvestment Income
Other Income

TOTAL REVENUE
EXPENSES

Compensation Expenses
Operating Expenses
Program Expenses
Education-S5/CCCC
Office & Supplies
Utilities
Building & Property
Equipment Maintenance
Total Operating Expenses

TOTAL EXPENSES
NETTOTAL

Actual Sep 01, 2025
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- Sep 30, 2025

16,500.32

695.79
3,937.98

21,134.09

16,475.26

401.09
84.95
1,196.32
1,602.27
2,606.52

5,891.15

471.38
471.38

22,837.79
(1,703.70)

Actual Sep 01, 2025
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- Sep 30, 2025

109,919.00

99.38

110,018.38

96,424.17

4,399.33
1,100.11
3,185.22
239.94
3,775.00
62.51
12,772.11

109,196.28
822.10

o o o o oS

-

o S B o o “ o G B oh o5 o5 o

G o o Hh

R oy

= o o5 o o o8 B8R o o5

Actual Year

to Date

204,528.33
56,158.52
18,059.19
J6,473.56

315,219.60

131,394.36

15,200.00
3,871.90
602.30
13,150.93
26,9583.96
17,794.60
2,085.50
39,147.50
118,836.69

11,953.00
3,210.40
15,163.40

265,394.45
49,825.15

Actual Year

to Date

511,255.00
192,705.26
2,983.31
9,769.96

1,016,717.53

679,639.17

51,145.38
1,579.90
27,611.01
1,889.52
56,945.99
2,211.47
141,383.27

821,222.44
195,495.09

Annual Budget
Remaining
This Year

159,628.67

(96,158.52)

(18,059.19)
10,101.44

95,512.40

o o o o oS

-

119,037.64

(15,200.00)
1,828.10
397.70
8,699.07
5,816.04
11,855.40

(85.50)
11,752.50
25,063.31

“ o G B oh o5 o5 o

347.00
889.60
1,236.60

145,337.55
(49,825.13)

o S B o o

Annual Budget
Remaining
This Year

324,458.76
(192,705.26)
(2,983.31)
(697.63)

128,072.56

G o o Hh

R oy

261,9587.22

31,854.62
1,920.10
15,6568.99
1,774.18
5,554.01
1,788.53
61,580.43

323,567.65
(195,495.09)
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'Chriﬂ Reformed i 12 South Church Street Non Profit Organization
United Church of Christ P.O. Box 333 o O
Rev. Greg Shook Middletown , Maryland 21769 PERMIT 2202
christreformeducc@comcast.net Frederick, Maryland 21701

WWwWw.cCrucc.org

In-Person Worship

8:15am Contemporary Worship ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
In Person & On-Line Worship

Traditional Worship 10:30am
Coffee Hour 11:30am

Office Hours
Mon-Fri. 10am-2pm
301-371-6610
Fax: 301-371-6912

Christ Church Children's Center
Mrs. Missy Payne, Director
6 Weeks—5th Grade
Mon-Fri 6:30am — 6:00pm
301-371-0360
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net

REACHING OUT TO HELP PLOPLE TO KNOW
GOD THROUGH JESUS GHRIST.
LQUIPPING PEOPLE TO LOVE GOD THROUGH
THE COMMUNITY OF FAITH,
SINDING PEOPLE TO SERVE GOD
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD.

CAMPAIGN

TR Sanday

. Y November 1c
Wi - ‘ = a1 sam &,
> WS 10:20aM

£2010 .

10 HELP CELEBIATE OUr CHUTCH anD DEDICATE THE FINanClaL COMMITMENTS OF OUr MEMBETS anbd
FFIENDS TO THE CHUFCH'S WOTK, WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN US 0N Sunbay, NOVEMBET 16™.  FOLLOWING
THE 10:30aM SETVICE THE STEWArDSHIP COMMITTES WILL HOST COFFEE HOUT,




