Volame I ' CHRIST REFORMED UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

NO MATTER WHERE YOU ARE ON LIFE'S JOURNEY, YOU ARE WELCOME HERE. BECAUSE JESUS HAS TAUGHT US TO LOVE THE LORD
OUR GOD WITH ALL OUR HEART, SOUL, STRENGTH, AND MIND, AND TO LOVE OUR NEIGHBORS AS OURSELVES WE DECLARE CHRIST
REFORMED UCC TO BE AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING CHURCH. WE INVITE PEOPLE OF EVERY RAGE, GENDER, ETHNICITY, SEXUAL
ORIENTATION, GENDER IDENTITY AND EXPRESSION, AGE, MARITAL STATUS, ECONOMIC CIRCUMSTANCE, AND PHYSICAL AND MENTAL
ABILITY INTO THE WORSHIP, RITES & SACRAMENTS, FELLOWSHIP, AND LEADERSHIP OF OUR CHURCH.

PASTOR’S PEN

Dear Flock,

While we are finalizing our Thanksgiving plans, Advent is not far behind. I
write this as your “official” pastor. Some years back, Revs. Dean and Karen
Miller gave me the nickname of “vicar.” Dean and I were working together
and I had shared my collection of the BBC series “The Vicar of Dibley” while
he was recovering from some surgery. He said [ was a “good vicar” to them.

Pastor's Pen 1 A vicar’s responsibilities include pastoral care, leading worship, being a spiritual
Christmas Cantata Reception 2 leader, and engaging with the community. I pray that our time together will
Small Nativity Sets : - : 11

Christmas Fund Clergy Offering be frultfu%, lovmg', and community building. '

White Gift Service In talking to friends and colleagues, the one thing that seems to be on so
Oasis of Light : : ) : : : :

Fall Clothing Drive rpan}:‘mlnds is fear. Luke’s G(’),spel beglns thé story of’ ]e§us with FhlS opening
Year End Giving line: “In the time of Herod...” While seeming like a minor detail to modern
2026 Altar Flowers readers, it reveals layers of information about the fearful world Jesus entered. It

Capital Carillon Concert

was a world with rampant oppression, economic disparity, uncertainty, and

Children’s Center News 3 instability. A world not so unlike our own. And yet, throughout the stories of
Plan Your Calendar 4 Christ’s birth, the whispers of angels deliver a surprising message: “Do not
Holiday Season Events Inserts fear.”

Advent Calendar In our own time, we might ask: is it even possible to be fearless in a fearful

Plan Your Calendar (cont.) 5 world? When Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, and the magi are each called into
Community Outreach , : .

: God’s redemptive story, they do not deny their fears—they move through
Community Outreach (cont.) 6

Around the Congregation them. They ask questions, hold fast to courage, trust in good news, and say,
“Here I am, Lord.” When we find ourselves in fearful times, can we
acknowledge our fears while also insisting on hope?

Advent this year brings us the theme “What Do You Fear?” We will
journey from the fear that was generated by Herod’s rule through Christmas
Eve when we realize that the good news of Christmas is louder than our fears.

There are many things happening at CRUCC throughout Advent. There is
something for everyone. Music, the spoken word, activities, meals together, all
sorts of things. If you haven’t been with us for a while, how about a return
engagement? If you have been wondering what’s going on, come and see us!
If there seems to be something missing in your life, you might find it at Christ
Church.

This Advent, lets, stay in touch, stay together, stay faithful, and come home
for Advent and Christmas. Recently a friend shared a quote with me that sums
up the Advent and Christmas journey for me. “Faith and fear both ask you
believe in something you cannot see. The one you choose writes your future."

October 2025 Financials 7

Christmas Eve Services 8

Soli Deo Gloria!
Pastor Greg




NOTES

Christmas Cantata Reception

Parish Life is hosting a reception following the Christmas
Cantata on December 14. Donations of goodies will be
appreciated. Please sign your name and donation on the sign-
up sheet in the Narthex. Label all donations (name/donation,
nuts?) and place in the coffee hour space by 6pm on December
14. Please come and enjoy the Cantata from 7-8 pm, and then
join us at the reception afterward.

Small Nativity Sets Wanted On-Loan for Advent

We are looking for small nativity sets/scenes to feature in
our sanctuary and chapel. If you have such a set or one-piece
scene that you are willing to loan to the church between now
and Christmas, we would be grateful! You can bring it with you
to worship on Sunday or drop off to the church office during the
week. Be sure to mark it with a tag or tape with your name.

Christmas Fund Clergy Offering

There are many retired clergy who served congregations at a
time when compensation was small and pension provision very
limited. Other clergy and lay employees serve at levels that
leave them near poverty. Each year UCC churches take up a
special offering called The Christmas Fund which provides a
lifeline of hope to many lower-income active and retired clergy
and lay employees. The money collected is used to
supplement pension checks, help pay health insurance
premiums, and to provide emergency grants to individuals and
families in need. You are invited to make a contribution to the
health and well-being of these servants of God. Checks can be
made out to the church and noted "Christmas Fund."

White Gift Service

This year marks the 37" Christmas that “white gifts” will be
collected for Community Living, an organization dedicated to
serving persons with intellectual and developmental
disabilities.  Gifts will be received during both services
on Sunday, December 14t. Suggested items include: gift
cards to Wal-Mart, fast food restaurants, hair cutters, etc., and
basics such as: toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoo &
conditioner, soap, body lotion, body powder, bubble baths,
comb & brush. Gifts should be wrapped in plain white paper.

Oasis of Light

The hum of busyness at this time of year can be
exhausting. It can also be exhausting to try to cope with sad
feelings that don’t match the merriment we see all around. If it
is the first Christmas after having lost a loved one or the holiday
reminds us of an earlier loss we can feel a sense of dislocation.
In mid-December we experience the longest night of the year in
the northern hemisphere. If you are in need of an oasis of light
in the midst of this dark season we invite you to a simple
service of candlelight, communion and healing on Sunday,
December 21st at 5pm in the sanctuary. The scripture, music
and reflections will provide you a chance to calm your heart
and ease your breath.

Fall Clothing Drive

Debbie Bruns is collecting gently used clothing for an
upcoming fall clothing event at Ballenger Creek Middle School.
Please label your bag/boxes with sizes and indicate for male/
female and drop them off to the church office by December
1st.

VISIONS
DECEMBET 2025

Year End Giving pase 2

As we close out the calendar year we also
close out our fiscal year. The Consistory is
grateful for your generous support of the
church’s ministries throughout these past 12
months. A reminder that contributions you
plan to claim for 2025 tax purposes must be

received by December 31, 2025. If you have
questions you can contact either of our financial secretaries, Paul
Fink or Nancy vom Lehn at cruccfinancialsecretary@gmail.com.

Altar Flowers for 2026

The 2026 Altar Flower Chart has been posted on the bulletin
board in the Narthex. If you would like to honor, remember, or
celebrate a special person or occasion, or simply want to enhance
our worship service with flowers on the sanctuary altar, please
add your name next to that date. Gail Johnson will contact you
near that time with complete details. Our altar arrangements are
designed by C.M. Bloomers and cost $62.00. Special requests
are available at an additional cost.

Capital Carillon Concert
, T ¥ Join us on January 4 at 7pm for
The Capital Carillon,
Washington, DC's  premier
handbell choir. This choir
maintains a busy schedule
performing concerts and
=== performing in clinics throughout
4 the Mid-Atlantic region. Started
in 1996, they ring true to their mission of education, performing,
and maintaining community through their music. You can hear
and read more about them at https://capitalcarillon.org/
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https://capitalcarillon.org/

CHILDREN’S CENTER NEWS VISIONS

DECEMBET 2025
PasE 3

Please join us for a night of your favorite Christmas
carols featuring our 2's-Pre K classes and Ms. Terry!
Join us for 2 different concerts:

Special Viewing for CRUCC
Members on
Wednesday, Dec 17th
11:00 am

OR
Wednesday, Dec 17th

6:30 pm

Main Sanctuar




PLAN YOUR CALENDAR VISTONS

DECEMBET 2025
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Join us for a special celebration of our youth.
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GUYS NIGHT OUT

Join us for food & fellowship.
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CHRIST REFORMED UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
12 SOUTH CHURCH STREET » MIDDLETOWN, MD 21769

or text/call 301-712-8022.
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Through Middletown Valley People Helping People (MVPHP) our congregation is invited to help
provide Holiday Assistance for local families who are facing hard times. Last year, MVPHP served
202 children and 88 families, all made possible by our generous community. Ways to help:
¢ Discipleship Board has placed a small Christmas tree in the back of the Narthex. On the tree
are ornaments representing gift cards in amounts of $25 and $50. You are invited to take an
ornament, purchase a gift card through the church’s gift card program (see Gail Johnson) or
through a retail outlet, and place the card in the offering plate Al gift cards can be dropped off
or return it to the church office. . o to the church office.
+ Donate Toiletry Items for teens (donation bin in Narthex) DEADLINE: DECEMBER 5TH

® 0 0. 0:0 0 0 9%

In 2024, over 136 kids in the Middletown valley area were provided a free or reduced priced lunch on school
days, but they faced the prospect of hunger on the weekend. In partnership with area churches, the Weekend
Food Program helps to fill this gap by providing weekend bags full of food for children in these schools:
Middletown Elementary, Primary, Middle, Myersville, Valley, Jefferson and Wolfsville Elementary.

How Can YOU Help These Children?

¢ SPONSOR a child for a year at a cost of $300.00, in whole or in part — simply make out your check
to CRUCC and indicate on the memo line that it is for the Weekend Food Program.

¢ PURCHASE the specific foods needed and put the items in the designated box located in the Narthex

¢ VOLUNTEER your time to pack the food.

¢ DELIVER the food to a school.

14 Continuous Years of Serving Our Children

WEEKEND FOOD PROGRAM




COMMUNITY OUTREACH (CONT.)
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FOOD BANK

FOOD ITEMS

e Canned Beans

e Canned Tuna

e Canned Chicken

e Canned Vegetables
e Hamburger Helper
e Rice-A-Roni

PERSONAL CARE ITEMS
o Toilet Paper

e Bars of Soap

e Paper Towels

Collection boxes for non-perishables are in the h
between the sanctuary and the chapel. Homegrown fruits/
veggies can be dropped off directly (301 W. Main St) on
Wednesdays 1-3pm or Saturdays 9-1 Iam.
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AROUND THE CONGREGATION

RAISERIGHT GIFT CARD FUNDRAISER PEBE 6

Did you know that you can donate to the
church while you are grocery shopping or
eating out? With every gift card you
purchase from the church through the Raise
Right program, a portion of the value of the
gift card is donated right back to Christ
Reformed. Order forms are available in the Narthex or visit
the Raise Right website (htto//www.raiseright.com). We have
a small inventory of gift cards that you
can purchase from Gail Johnson on
Sundays, submit the completed form (w/
payment) to the church office or order
directly online. Questions?  Call the
church office or see Gail Johnson.

The easier way
to fundraise

@ RaiseRight

ENROLL ONLINE: https.://www.raiseright.com/enroll?

enrollCode=3124C59B3388L

Souud. Techs
Decenmber 7 Nick “fink
Decenber 14 Pat Joy
Decenber 21 Pat Joy
December 24 TBD
Decenber 28 Touwy Verdi
Layreadens
December 7 Audtew Conl,
Decenber 14 Emily Mogda-Matkis
December 21 Susan TRotton
December 28 Gail Johuson
Ushens
December 7 Pat Joy, Nowey vom Lehn
Decembenr 14 Mike Locke, Debbie Locke
December 21 Janet Stock, Nauey vom Lehu
Decenber 24 5pn  Manti Easton, Lama Verdi
Decenber 24 7pm Linda, Trisk, Karen, Be”
Decenber 28 Linda NieRobs, Judy Zeck
<. - CHURCH ATTENDANCE

Octover 2025
8L am 10:30
Octaber & 22 9%
October 12 2 23
Octover 19 Blended g0

Oclober 26 22 4

Cotylyee doun Hosts
Decenber 14 Annual Cookie Crurch
Detembenr 28 Cewmeteny Boand
Gheetens

Detember 7 Loma € Towy Vedi
Decenber 14 Yickie € Date Biggs

aud/or Beth € Mike Mumment
December 21 Menbenrs of Consistony
December 28 Edwond TFowtaine, Judy Zeck

Altan THowers
Decenber 7 Mangaret Braudenburg
Decenber 21 Teny Spankes
Detember 28 Be Hill
_\ 1]
/ L
-
- -

Merry Christmas & many blessings to yow and your family!
MWMRMS&#
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OPERATING FINANCES YEAR TO DATE ENDING OCTOBER 31, 2025

CRUCC

REVENUE
Operating Income
Grant/Loan Revenues
Investrment Income

Other Income
TOTAL REVEMNUE

EXPENSES
Compensation Expenses
Operating Expenses
Program Expenses
Worship-Related Expenses
Education-35/CCCC
Office & Supplies
Utilities
Building & Property
Equipment Maintenance
Insurance Expenses
Total Operating Expenses
Ministry Expenses
Ministry - Outreach
Ministry - Boards & Committees
Total Ministry Expenses
TOTAL EXPENSES

NET TOTAL

CCCcC

REVENUE
Operating Income
Grant/Loan Revenues
Investment Income

Other Income
TOTAL REVENUE

EXPENSES
Compensation Expenses
Operating Expenses
Program Expenses
Education-55/CCCC
Office & Supplies
Utilities
Building & Property
Equipment Maintenance
Total Operating Expenses
TOTAL EXPENSES

NET TOTAL
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Actual Oct 01, 2025

- Oct 31, 2025

15,475.00

5,607.33
3,912.00
24,994.33

16,167.77

914.18
84.95
2,169.95
2,849.58
2,385.45

10,423.50
18,627.91

100.00

100.00
35,095.68

(10,101.35)

Actual Oct 01, 2025

- Oct 31, 2025

86,721.00
400.54

87,121.54

70,488.70

4,212.27
6.35
3,713.41
479.88
3,775.00
1,237.76
13,424.67
83,913.37

3,208.17
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Actual Year
to Date

220,003.33
56,158.52
23,666.52
40,385.56

340,213.93

147,562.13

15,200.00
4,786.08
687.25
15,320.88
29,633.84
20,180.05
2,085.50
49,571.00
137.664.60

12,053.00
3.210.40
15,263.40
300,490.13

39,723.80

Actual Year
to Date

897,980.00
192,705.26
3.383.85
9,769.96
1,103,839.07

750,327.87

55,357.65
1,586.25
31,242.42
2,389.40
60,720.99
3,448.23
154,725.94
905,053.81

198,785.26
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Annual Budget
Remaining
This Year

144,153.67
(56,158.52)
(23,666.52)

6.159.44

70,518.07

102,869.87

(15,200.00)
913.92
312.75

6,529.12
2,966.16
9,469.95
(85.50)
1,329.00
6,235.40

247.00
889.60
1,136.60
110,241.87

(39,723.80)

Annual Budget

Remaining
This Year

237,731.76
(192,705.26)
(3.383.85)
(697.63)

40,951.02

191,498.52

27,642.35
1,913.75
15.057.58
1,294.30
1,779.01
550.77
48,237.76
239,736.28

(198,785.26)
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'Chriﬁ Reformed i 12 South Church Street Non Profit Organization
United Church of Christ P.O. Box 333 o O
Rev. Greg Shook Middletown , Maryland 21769 PERMIT 2202
christreformeducc@comcast.net Frederick, Maryland 21701

WWwWw.cCrucc.org

In-Person Worship

8:15am Contemporary Worship ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
In Person & On-Line Worship

Traditional Worship 10:30am
Coffee Hour 11:30am

Office Hours
Mon-Fri. 10am-2pm
301-371-6610
Fax: 301-371-6912

Christ Church Children's Center
Mrs. Missy Payne, Director
6 Weeks—5th Grade
Mon-Fri 6:30am — 6:00pm
301-371-0360
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net

REACHING OUT TO WELP PLOPLE TO KNOW
GOD THROUGH JISUS CHRIST.
LQUIPPING PEOPLE TO LOVE GOD THROUGH
THE COMMUNITY OF FAITH,
SINDING PEOPLE TO SERVE GOD
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD.

5PM FAMILY CANDLELIGHT
M C@NCERT




