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Annual Congregational Meeting

Epiphany Sunday
JANUARY 5TH @ 10AM

CHRIST REFORMED UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

VISIONS

NO MATTER WHERE YOU ARE ON LIFE'S JOURNLY, YOU ARE WELCOME HERE, BECAUSE JESUS HAS TAUGHT US TO LOVE THE LORD
OUR GOD WITH ALL OUR HEART, SOUL, STRENGTH, AND MIND, AND TO LOVE OUR NEIGHBORS AS OURSELVES WE DECLARE CHRIST
REFORMED UCC TO BE AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING CHURCH. WE INVITE PLOPLE OF EVERY RAGE, GENDER, ETHNICITY, SEXUAL
ORIENTATION, GENDER IDENTITY AND EXPRESSION, AGE, MARITAL STATUS, ECONOMIC CIRCUMSTANCE, AND PHYSICAL AND MENTAL
ABILITY INTO THE WORSHIP, RITES & SACRAMENTS, FELLOWSHIP, AND LEADERSHIP OF OUR CHURCH.

PASTOR’S PEN

Dear Flock,

As I write this, we are in the final preparations for Christmas Eve and the
Sunday after Christmas. It seems like I just started with you, and here we are,
nearly a year later! It seems like yesterday. . .

I pray you all have wonderful holidays with friends and family and that the new
year brings everyone good health, safety, and happiness. There are a few things to
highlight as we begin another year.

Tuesday night, December 31, 5-7pm, I will have the church open for anyone
who wants to stop by for prayer and reflection. It is not a formal worship time but
a time for you to be in this beautiful space and pray and reflect as we close out one
year and begin another. I will provide a guided meditation for you if you want it.
You may also want to come, sit, pray, and reflect. I will be available for private
prayer, communion, and anointing if you want that. Stop in, stay 5 minutes or the
entire time.

Sunday, January 5 we will have only one service at 10.

We will have a Twelfth Night Celebration on Sunday, January 5, at 4pm. This
will be a time to sing our last few Christmas Carols and enjoy a time together of
seasonal music by members of Christ Reformed Church and others. The program
should only last one hour,,

Sunday, January 19, at 4pm, you are invited to hear “Double Trouble” plus
piano in a chamber music program. Richard Polonchak, bassoon, Laura
Renninger, piano, and I will present a fun musical adventure with unique
commentary.

So, if you are looking for things to do to usher in the New Year, come on
down!

In the meantime, be well, warm, and wonderful!

Soli Deo Gloria
Pastor Greg
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Prayer & Reflection

December 31st 3—pm
Church Sanctuary

A time to sit, pray € reflect

Slop in, stay & minutes or the entire time

guided meditation will be provided.
astor Greg will be available for communion,
private prayer, & anneinting.

———




NOTES

The Epiphany Star Word's
On January 5th, we will share "Star Words" for
Epiphany. If you aren’t able to make it on the 5th,
we will have stars available in the Narthex if you
would like one, or if you'd like to give a star to
someone you think would appreciate it. If you
don't know about Star Words, they are a prayer
and reflection practice. The star has a word on it that is yours
to ponder, reflect on, consider what God might be saying to
you about your life, your relationship with God, or your
relationships with other people. It may seem like the word has
no connection to you or what is going on in your life, but the
purpose of selecting a star at random rather than choosing
your word is to allow God to speak to you in a way you wouldn't
expect. So if you think you got the wrong Star Word, don't
trade it with someone or ditch it or choose a different word.
Put it some place you'll see it regularly, and when you do, ask
God "what is it you are saying to me?" Allow time for the
answer or answers to come—it could take weeks or even
months...just like it took weeks or months for the Magi to
follow their star to their powerful encounter with God Become
Human in Jesus.

Stewardship Update

To date, we have received 51 pledges to the 2025 General
Fund for a total of $159,115 and 8 pledges for the 2025
Capital Fund for a total of $4,976. Feel free to send your
Estimate of Giving Card to the church office or drop it in the
collection plate on an upcoming Sunday. Thank you for your
support

WREATH MAKING WORKSHOP

VISIONS
January 2025

Annual Congregational Meeting Page 2

The annual meeting of the congregation will
be held in the Chapel on January 19th at
9:15am in the Chapel. The meeting is a time to
look back over the past year, elect officers, and
consider any other business brought forth by
members. Please plan to join us.

Inclement Weather

In the case of inclement weather you can get the latest word on
our Sunday morning worship plans by checking the church’s
answering machine or by visiting the church’'s web page at
www.crucc.org.

Coffee Hour Hosts Needed
Each week one of the best ways we have to make new and
renew old connections with members and friends of the
church is at the coffee hour. We have the supplies of coffee,
tea and juice. All that's needed is one or two people to set out
the items and do a bit of clean up afterward. Many people
provide a simple munchie (fruit or veggies or cookies) but that
is not a requirement. If you would like to host once or twice
during the year, please contact Debbie in the church office.



http://www.christreformeducc.org

THANK YOU NOTES VISTONS
January 2075

were greatly appreciated.

THANK

We want to thank everyone for their condolences following the death of Gary's
mother. Your calls, comments, cards, and other expressions of care and concern

Pt 3

~Gary and Connie Bell

YOU!

Thank you so much for your prayers, cards, and words of comfort for my mom,
Vi Burriss, who passed on Dec. 5th. And a special word of gratitude to All of
those who helped set up food, moved tables and chairs and etc.. What a
generous outpouring of kindness and love. We have a wonderful congregation!
~Terry Sparks

COMMINITY OUTREACH

RAISERIGHT GIFT CARD FUNDRAISER
Did you know that you can donate to the
church while you are grocery shopping or

jer way
The easier eating out? With every gift card you

to fundraise

purchase from the church through the FOOD ITEMS
Raise Right program, a portion of the e Mayonnaise
CONCTC e/ all Value of the gift card is donated right o Sugar
— back to Christ Reformed. For a partial e Coffec
list of the participating merchants, look for order forms in the e Pancake Mix PERSONAL CARE ITEMS
Narthex or visit the Raise Right website (htto/
e Syrup e Deodorant

www.raiseright.com). We have a small inventory of gift cards
that you can purchase from Gail Johnson on Sundays, submit
the completed form (w/payment) to the church office or order
directly online. Questions? Call the church office or see Gail
Johnson.

ENROLL ONLINE: https.//www.raiseright.com/enroll?
enrollCode=3124C59B3388L

Many children in the Middletown valley area are provided a free or
reduced priced lunch on school days, but they face the prospect of
hunger on the weekend. In partnership with area churches, the weekend
food program helps to fill this gap by providing weekend bags full of food
Middletown Elementary, Primary,
Middle and High School, Myersville, Valley and Wolfsville Elementary.

for children in these area schools:

How Can YOU Help These Children?

e Salad Dressing
e Hamburger Helper

e Paper Towels
e Liquid Hand Soap
» Toothpaste

Collection boxes are found in the hallway between the
sanctuary and the chapel. .

METAL RECYCLING

NEW DROP OFF LOCATION IN 2025!

Every Sunday from approximately 6:30am until 12:30pm
in the Zion Lutheran Church (107 W. Main Street) lower
parking lot, Bill Traube and a core of volunteers collect
any kind of metal, aluminum cans, steel, etc. All of the
proceeds go to support 1) the local Middletown
Ministerium Day of Service projects; and 2) local charities
such as the Myersville Area Growing Project, Frederick
Rescue Mission, Religious Coalition, Mission of Mercy,
etc. In 2023, they donated over $24K to these charities.

_ All are encouraged to bring
their scrap metal for a good

¢

SPONSOR a child for a year at a cost of $300.00, in whole or in
part — make out your check to CRUCC and indicate on the memo
line that it is for the Weekend Food Program.

PURCHASE the specific foods needed and put the items in the
designated box located in the Narthex

VOLUNTEER your time to pack the food.

DELIVER the food to a school.

cause. Small items can be
left on the back porch of the
Parish House. Arrangements
can be made for picking up
" large items by contacting Bill
Traube at 240-457-3953.
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CHILDREN CENTER HIGHLIGHTS VISTONS
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Middletown Library Visits for Story Time
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CHRIST CHURCH
CHILDREN'S” CENTER

Family Thanksgiving Dinner
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January 2025

Jcm Oth

#P Hour Sp

5 l N G 0 /V@Mfaf,fé/
® J@tﬂmﬁ/

Book of the Monh:
Tell Me Eve h'/19<, 5

Contact Charlotte Hanson at

| hansonc3306@gmail.com for more i
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1/24 @5:30pm
* Red Lobster .

Please add your name to the :
sign up sheet in the Narthex by 1/19.
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1/27 @ 6pm |
Brewer's Alley

JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP & FOOD.
IF YOU PLAN TO ATTEND, PLEASE RSVP T0 BOB GALEY AT
ROBERTGALEY@HOTMAIL ,COM OR TEXT OR CALL 301 712-8022.
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PLAN YOUR CALENDAR (CONT.) s
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Musical Cffexing. " Double Frouble” of the :

January 19 @ Upm 12th ight
) Sanctuary

Greg Shook, Oboe A\ ) | I I

Richard Polonchak, Bassoen
LavraRenninger; Riano

[
January 5th @ dpm I
Sanctuary

Altar THowers
Jowuony 5 TBD
Jawany 12 Kanew Koogle
Jawuany 19 Linda Delauder
Jowwony 26 T8D
Cotsfyee How Hosts Sound. Techs
Jawany 5 Jeau € Bob Galey T 5 ok i
Jawuany 12 Mauy & Gty Gawood JZ:Z;E 10 Nl%a?};g
Jawnany 19 Consistony Jawsony 19 Touy Verdi
Jawiany 26 Cemetery Boand Jawuawy 26 Pat Joy
Layreadens
Jawwany 5 Paut Fine
. C”U RCH ATTENDANCE Jawany 12 Laura Toutaiue
Jawnuony 19 Alison Lyneh
HOWBEE 2024 Jawwony 26 Gail Johuson
&8 am 10:30 am UsRers
Vovember 3 Z & Jawsany 5 Pat Joy, Naney vom Lehw
Vievember 10 2 sl Jownany 12 Debbie. Locke, Mike Locke
Pvember 17 3 %4 Jawwony 19 Jawet Stock, Nawey vow Lefn
Povember 24 2 4] Jownany 26 Isaae Cummings, Launa Verdi




OPERATING FINANCES YEAR TO DATE ENDING NOVEMBER 30, 2024

CRUCC
REVENUE

Operating Income

Investment Income

Other Income
TOTAL REVENUE

EXPENSES
Total Compensation Expenses
Operating Expenses
Program Expenses
Worship-Related Expenses
Education-35/CCCC
Office & Supplies
Utilities
Building & Property
Equipment Maintenance
Insurance Expenses
Total Operating Expenses
Ministry Expenses
Ministry - Qutreach
Ministry - Boards & Commitiees
Total Ministry Expenses
TOTAL EXPENSES

NETTOTAL

CCCC
REVENUE

Operating Income

Investment Income

Other Income
TOTAL REVENUE

EXPENSES
Compensation Expenses
Operating Expenses
Program Expenses
Education-35/CCCC
Office & Supplies
Utilities
Building & Property
Equipment Maintenance
Total Operating Expenses
TOTAL EXPENSES

NETTOTAL
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Actual
MNov 01, 2024 -
Nov 30, 2024

17,906.00
5.41
3,385.25
21,296.66

12 982.64

400.93
1,901.68
1,344.52

907.23

4,554.36

180.32
180.32
17,717.32

3,579.34

Actual
Nov 01, 2024 -
Nowv 30, 2024

81,038.50
4,25

81,042.75

66,264.54

6,503.01
29.66
5,396.90
4,560.12
146.78
16,936.47
83,201.01

(2,158.26)
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Actual
Year to Date

222,238.39
20,868.92
43,273.39

256,400.70

146,618.14

200.00
3,974.87
302.17
20,929.63
26,023.63
22,036.59
581.00
39,537.00
113,584.89

14,044.00
2,252.20
16,296.20
276,499.23

9,901.47

Actual
Year to Date

899,301.50
2,771.25
5,155.27

910,526.43

717,032.63

62,361.35
2,339.20
32,087.31
2,704.60
01,413.70
2,870.90
153,777.09
872,424.30

38,102.13

Annual Budget
Remaining This Year

54,493.61

5,605.08
16,366.61
76,465.30
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132,123.86

(200.00)
6,325.13
2,697.83
5,092.37
8,576.37
7.763.41
1,419.00

(34,953.00)
(3,278.89)
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4,756.00
4.447.80
9,203.80
138,048.77

161,583.47)
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Annual Budget
Remaining This Year

102,487.50
144.75
1,771.73
101,105.57
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98,940.37

15,638.62
1,160.80
13,112.69
960.40
11,086.30
1,129.10
43,087.91
140,413.70

(39,308.13)
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Christ Reformed 12 South Church Street

United Church of Christ PO Box 333 Nﬂ SP'roliig Sggge;ng;t(ljon
Rev. Greg Shook Middletown , Maryland 21769 PERMIT 2202

christreformeducc@comcast.net Frederick, Maryland 21701

WwWWw.cCrucc.org

In-Person Worship
8:15am Contemporary Worship

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

In Person & On-Line Worship
Traditional Worship 10:30am
Coffee Hour 11:30am

Office Hours
Mon-Fri 10am-2pm
301-371-6610
Fax: 301-371-6912

Christ Church Children's Center
Mrs. Missy Payne, Director
6 Weeks—5th Grade
Mon-Fri 6:30am — 6:00pm
301-371-0360
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net

REACHING OUT TO HELP PLOPLE TO KNOW
GOD THROUGH JLSUS CHRIST.
LQUIPPING PEOPLE TO LOVE GOD THROUGH
THE COMMUNITY OF FAITH,
SINDING PEOPLE TO SERVE GOD
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD.

SUNDAY
JANUARY 19

9:15am
MEETING Chapel

Join us as we look back over the past year, elect officers, and consider any
other business brought forth by members.




