
No matter where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here. Because Jesus has taught us to love the Lord 
our God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and to love our neighbors as ourselves we declare Christ 

Reformed UCC to be an Open and Affirming church. We invite people of every race, gender, ethnicity, sexual 
orientation, gender identity and expression, age, marital status, economic circumstance, and physical and mental 

ability into the worship, rites & sacraments, fellowship, and leadership of our church. 
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Dear Flock, 

As I write this, we are in the final preparations for Christmas Eve and the 
Sunday after Christmas.  It seems like I just started with you, and here we are, 
nearly a year later!  It seems like yesterday. . . 

I pray you all have wonderful holidays with friends and family and that the new 
year brings everyone good health, safety, and happiness.  There are a few things to 
highlight as we begin another year. 

Tuesday night, December 31, 5-7pm, I will have the church open for anyone 
who wants to stop by for prayer and reflection.  It is not a formal worship time but 
a time for you to be in this beautiful space and pray and reflect as we close out one 
year and begin another.  I will provide a guided meditation for you if you want it.  
You may also want to come, sit, pray, and reflect.  I will be available for private 
prayer, communion, and anointing if you want that.  Stop in, stay 5 minutes or the 
entire time.   

Sunday, January 5 we will have only one service at 10.   

We will have a Twelfth Night Celebration on Sunday, January 5, at 4pm.  This 
will be a time to sing our last few Christmas Carols and enjoy a time together of 
seasonal music by members of Christ Reformed Church and others.  The program 
should only last one hour,, 

Sunday, January 19, at 4pm, you are invited to hear “Double Trouble” plus 
piano in a chamber music program.  Richard Polonchak, bassoon, Laura 
Renninger, piano, and I will present a fun musical adventure with unique 
commentary.   

So, if you are looking for things to do to usher in the New Year, come on 
down!   

In the meantime, be well, warm, and wonderful! 

Soli Deo Gloria  

Pastor Greg 

Pastor’s Pen 



The Epiphany Star Words 
On January 5th, we will share "Star Words" for 
Epiphany. If you aren’t able to make it on the 5th, 
we will have stars available in the Narthex if you 
would like one, or if you'd like to give a star to 
someone you think would appreciate it. If you 
don't know about Star Words, they are a prayer 

and reflection practice. The star has a word on it that is yours 
to ponder, reflect on, consider what God might be saying to 
you about your life, your relationship with God, or your 
relationships with other people. It may seem like the word has 
no connection to you or what is going on in your life, but the 
purpose of selecting a star at random rather than choosing 
your word is to allow God to speak to you in a way you wouldn't 
expect.  So if you think you got the wrong Star Word, don't 
trade it with someone or ditch it or choose a different word. 
Put it some place you'll see it regularly, and when you do, ask 
God "what is it you are saying to me?" Allow time for the 
answer or answers to come—it could take weeks or even 
months...just like it took weeks or months for the Magi to 
follow their star to their powerful encounter with God Become 
Human in Jesus. 

Stewardship Update 
To date, we have received 51 pledges to the 2025 General 

Fund for a total of $159,115 and 8 pledges for the 2025 
Capital Fund for a total of $4,976.  Feel free to send your 
Estimate of Giving Card to the church office or drop it in the 
collection plate on an upcoming Sunday. Thank you for your 
support  

Notes 
Annual Congregational Meeting 

The annual meeting of the congregation will 
be held in the Chapel on January 19th at 
9:15am in the Chapel. The meeting is a time to 
look back over the past year, elect officers, and 
consider any other business brought forth by 
members.  Please plan to join us. 

Inclement Weather 
In the case of inclement weather you can get the latest word on 

our Sunday morning worship plans by checking the church’s 
answering machine or by visiting the church’s web page at 
www.crucc.org.  
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Coffee Hour Hosts Needed 
Each week one of the best ways we have to make new and 

renew old connections with members and friends of the 
church is at the coffee hour.  We have the supplies of coffee, 

tea and juice.  All that’s needed is one or two people to set out 
the items and do a bit of clean up afterward.  Many people 

provide a simple munchie (fruit or veggies or cookies) but that 
is not a requirement.  If you would like to host once or twice 
during the year, please contact Debbie in the church office. 

Wreath making workshop 

http://www.christreformeducc.org
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RAISERIGHT GIFT CARD FUNDRAISER 

Did you know that you can donate to the 

church while you are grocery shopping or 

eating out? With every gift card you 

purchase from the church through the 

Raise Right program, a portion of the 

value of the gift card is donated right 

back to Christ Reformed.  For a partial 

list of the participating merchants, look for order forms in the 

Narthex or visit the Raise Right website (http//

www.raiseright.com). We have a small inventory of gift cards 

that you can purchase from Gail Johnson on Sundays, submit 

the completed form (w/payment) to the church office or order 

directly online. Questions?  Call the church office or see Gail 

Johnson. 

ENROLL ONLINE: https://www.raiseright.com/enroll?
enrollCode=3124C59B3388L 

MIDDLETOWN FOOD BANK  

PERSONAL CARE ITEMS 
• Deodorant 
• Paper Towels 
• Liquid Hand Soap 
• Toothpaste 

FOOD ITEMS 
• Mayonnaise 

• Sugar 

• Coffee 

• Pancake Mix 

• Syrup 

• Salad Dressing 

• Hamburger Helper 

 Collection boxes are found in the hallway between the  
sanctuary and the chapel. .  

METAL RECYCLING 
NEW DROP OFF LOCATION IN 2025! 

Every Sunday from approximately 6:30am until 12:30pm 
in the Zion Lutheran Church (107 W. Main Street) lower 
parking lot, Bill Traube and a core of volunteers collect 
any kind of metal, aluminum cans, steel, etc.  All of the 
proceeds go to support 1) the local Middletown 
Ministerium Day of Service projects; and 2) local charities 
such as the Myersville Area Growing Project, Frederick 
Rescue Mission, Religious Coalition, Mission of Mercy, 
etc. In 2023, they donated over $24K to these charities. 

All are encouraged to bring 
their scrap metal for a good 
cause.  Small items can be 
left on the back porch of the 
Parish House. Arrangements 
can be made for picking up 
large items by contacting Bill 
Traube at 240-457-3953.  

 

How Can YOU Help These Children? 
 

 SPONSOR a child for a year at a cost of $300.00, in whole or in 
part – make out your check to CRUCC and indicate on the memo 
line that it is for the Weekend Food Program.  

 PURCHASE the specific foods needed and put the items in the 
designated box located in the Narthex  

 VOLUNTEER your time to pack the food. 
 DELIVER the food to a school. 

Many children in the Middletown valley  area are provided a free or 
reduced priced lunch on school days, but they face the prospect of 
hunger on the weekend.  In partnership with area churches, the weekend 
food program helps to fill this gap by providing weekend bags full of food 
for children in these area schools:  Middletown Elementary, Primary, 
Middle and High School, Myersville, Valley and Wolfsville Elementary. 

We want to thank everyone for their condolences following the death of Gary's 
mother. Your calls, comments, cards, and other expressions of care and concern 
were greatly appreciated. ~Gary and Connie Bell 

Community Outreach 

Thank you so much for your prayers, cards, and words of comfort for my mom, 
Vi Burriss, who passed on Dec. 5th.  And a special word of gratitude to All of 
those who helped set up food, moved tables and chairs and etc.. What a 
generous outpouring of kindness and love. We have a wonderful congregation! 
 ~Terry Sparks 

http://www.raiseright.com)
http://www.raiseright.com)


Children Center Highlights 

 

VISIONS 
January 2025 

Page 4 



Plan Your Calendar  VISIONS 
January 2025 

Page 5 



Altar Flowers 
January 5 TBD 
January 12 Karen Koogle 
January 19 Linda DeLauder 
January 26 TBD 

Coffee Hour Hosts 
January 5 Jean & Bob Galey 
January 12 Mary & Griff Garwood 
January 19 Consistory 
January 26 Cemetery Board 

Around the Congregation 
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Sound Techs 
January 5 Nick Fink 
January 12 Pat Joy 
January 19 Tony Verdi 
January 26 Pat Joy 

Layreaders 
January 5 Paul Fink 
January 12 Laura Fontaine 
January 19 Alison Lynch 
January 26 Gail Johnson 

Ushers 
January 5 Pat Joy, Nancy vom Lehn 
January 12 Debbie Locke, Mike Locke 
January 19 Janet Stock, Nancy vom Lehn 
January 26 Isaac Cummings, Laura Verdi 

 

NOVEMBER 2024 
 8:15 am 10:30 am 
November 3 20 55 
November 10 20 51 
November 17 30 54 
November 24 25 51 



Operating Finances Year to Date Ending November 30, 2024 VISIONS 
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Christ Reformed 
United Church of Christ 

 

Rev. Greg Shook 
 

In-Person Worship 
8:15am Contemporary Worship 

 

In Person & On-Line Worship 
Traditional Worship 10:30am 

Coffee Hour 11:30am 
 

Office Hours 
Mon-Fri 10am-2pm 

301-371-6610 
Fax: 301-371-6912 

 
Non Profit Organization 

U.S.  Postage Paid 
PERMIT 2202 

Frederick, Maryland  21701 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

12 South Church Street 
P.O. Box 333 
Middletown , Maryland  21769 
christreformeducc@comcast.net 
www.crucc.org 

Reaching out to help people to know 
God through Jesus Christ.   

Equipping people to love God through 
the community of faith.  

Sending people to serve God 
throughout the world. 

Christ Church Children’s Center 
Mrs. Missy Payne, Director 

6 Weeks—5th Grade 
Mon-Fri    6:30am – 6:00pm 

301-371-0360 
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net 

 

Join us as we look back over the past year, elect officers, and consider any 

other business brought forth by members.   

SUNDAY 
JANUARY 19 

 

9:15am 
Chapel 


