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NO MATTER WHERE YOU ARE ON LIFE'S JOURNEY, YOU ARE WELCOME HERE. BECAUSE JESUS HAS TAUGHT US TO LOVE THE LORD
OUR GOD WITH ALL OUR HEART, SOUL, STRENGTH, AND MIND, AND TO LOVE OUR NEIGHBORS AS OURSELVES WE DECLARE CHRIST
REFORMED UCC TO BE AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING CHURCH. WL INVITE PLOPLE OF LVERY RACE, GENDER, ETHNIGITY, SEXUAL
ORIENTATION, GENDER IDENTITY AND EXPRESSION, AGE, MARITAL STATUS, ECONOMIC CIRCUMSTANCE, AND PHYSICAL AND MENTAL
ABILITY INTO THE WORSHIP, RITES & SACRAMENTS, FELLOWSHIP, AND LEADERSHIP OF OUR CHURGH.

PASTOR’S PEN

Dear Flock,

Earth Day came and went this year without much mention. Moving into this new
place has renewed my appreciation for “God’s Garden” and the beauty that surrounds
this house. There are boxwoods, azaleas, magnolia trees, pine trees, and more. A few
weeks ago, the front yard was a splendor of color with daffodils, jonquils, and tulips of all
colors. Blue Bells are all over the yard. It’s amazing, and I get to enjoy it each day.
Why is this significant? Well, someone planted all this some years back. The previous
owner and his wife planted all these things. Yes, they planted it for their enjoyment,

Pastor’s Pen 1 however the beauty has lived on so more people can appreciate what is here.
Pastor's Pen (continued) 2 We are _charged to be good stewards_ of God’s creation. That includes not only loving
Graduation Information Needed and respecting one another but also taking care of our earth for the present and the
IC?mmUtf)'tY ITr,aye;.Tl’ee future. We have been using some hymn texts by my friend and colleague Carolyn
Si::sqgrul)?r:ealief eetings Winfrey Gillette. In 2006 she penned a hymn text that reflects how we should
Weagly House Update appreciate the beauty that surrounds us and not take it for granted.
CCCC Highlights 3 Car_olyn’s hymn “We Thank you for All You Have Made” provides a prayer of
appreciation for all that God has created. It is sung to the tune of “Immortal, Invisible,
Plan Your Calendar 4 R
God Only Wise”.
Plan Your Calendar (cont.) 5 Creator, we thank you for all you have made, For trees by the sidewalk that give us
Thank You Notes cool shade. For grass-covered ball fields, for flowers downtown, For wide autumn
Community Outreach .
. leaves that turn crispy and brown.
Community Qutreach (cont.) 6 God, thank you for gardens on back corner-lots, For insects that hide out in old
Around the Congregation . L. . . .
—— Hower pots, For lions and polar bears living in zoos, For high mountain trails that
March 2025 Financials 7 have beautifil views.
Blood Drive 8 God, thank you for rainfall that ends a long drought, For cracks in the sidewalk where

little weeds spout, For birds that build nests in the tops of the trees, For hot summer
5 - 3 days when we teel a cool breeze.
REMEMBLERING O God, we give thanks for the places we go, For cool mountain lakes and for trails in
[HGEE WhE'VE the snow, For each city park and for each county fair, For gifts of creation we see
SACRIFICED everywhere.
Text: Copyright © 2006 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette

Carolyn says this about her hymn text.

This hymn was written as I was enjoying the beauty of the Shenandoah Valley in Virginia at
the Massanetta Springs Bible Conference in August of 2006. It was first sung at the Union
Presbyterian Church in Carneys Point, New Jersey, by a children’s choir under the direction
of Jim Green. The children took great joy in singing this song about finding the wonders of
creation in things that are part of their lives. This is a hymn for people of all ages to sing, as

we offer praise to God for the gifts of creation we see around us every day.

Psalm 95 proclaims, “For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods. In his hand
are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are his also. The sea is his, for he
made 1t, and the dry land, which his hands have formed” (Psalm 95:3-5). Psalm 104 also offers
praise to God for the gifts of creation.

In cities, suburbs, and rural areas, too, we find evidence of God'’s creative, loving work. When
4 / >l 4 .. . L. . P T,
MEMORTAL D, we are praising and thanking God, it is good to look not just at the “big categories

(Continued on page 2)
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of creation—land, sea, and air—but to celebrate the little details. Take a walk down the street. Look for the weeds Page 2
growing up through the cracks in the sidewalk. Can you identity one plant from another? Can you hear the
differences in the birds’ songs?

A recent report said that children today (and this may apply to many adults as well) are “nature deprived.” Many of us
1n suburban and city settings go from climate-controlled homes to climate controlled offices and schools, and then back
home again. We spend our time with computer keyboards and video screens more than with “gardens in back corner
lots” and “insects that hide out in old flower pots.” When is the last time you sat in the grass and looked at cloud
formations, or went out at night to see which phase the moon was in, and thanked God for the gifts that you saw?

Maybe it’s time we all take a walk down the street, or go for a stroll in a park, or take a drive through the beautiful
Middletown Valley. There is so much to process in our world right now. Give yourself a break. Carolyn’s hymn text have a
freshness to them and her hymn texts so often will capture the things that we’ve either forgotten or have taken for granted. This
particular text reminds me of the parables of Jesus. Jesus told stories about the things that were so much a part of the lives of the
people in the places he visited. Lost coins, talents, soil, rocks, sheep, to name a few. All sorts of basic things.

So, let’s take a minute . . . or ten or more . . . sit outside and just watch the creation stories that happen all around us. May it
be so.

Soli Deo Gloria!
Pastor Greg

NOTES WEAGLY HOUSE UPDATE

Graduation Information Needed

If you or a member of your household is graduating from
college or high school, please send their information to the EAG Y SE
church office by May 12th. Please include the graduate’s WA) L HOUS
name, school and any future plans. We will recognize A erctalicms
graduates at both of our worship services on May 18th.

Community Prayer Tree

Thank you to Gail Rudisill for the Children's time last
month about the Prayer Tree. The Prayer Tree is in the
narthex and you may add to it. Choose a ribbon from the
basket and add it to the tree. We think it would be a great
outreach ministry for CRUCC to have a Prayer Tree outside
for the community to add their prayers to. Maybe one on
Church Street and one on Main? We've already had several
people express their interest in helping to make this a
reality. If you would like to help us, please notify Pastor
Greg or the church office.

Informational Meetings

The Consistory has decided to decrease the monthly
information meetings during the Sunday School hour to
quarterly meetings, as things thankfully have settled down
considerably since we began those meetings. Our next
meeting will be planned for the third Sunday in June. Of
course, if something of urgency arises, we will schedule
discussions as needed. Thank you all for your engagement
in these meetings to date and feel free to reach out to a
Consistory member if you have questions or issues for us.

Disaster Relief

With all the recent disasters, it seems appropriate to
appeal for assistance. There are several ways you can
donate. Give a check made payable to Christ Reformed
UCC and designated "disaster relief" or log in to Realm and
make a contribution there. Let's carry forward the message
of Easter and the Resurrection Story with our gifts of
assistance. Thank you!
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PLAN YOUR CALENDAR VISTONS

5/9 @ 5:30pm
MIYAKOAPANESE STEAKHOUSE

Please add your name to the sign up
sheet in the Narthex by 5/4.

HANDBELLS 50TH Page 4

ANNIVERSARY

In celebration of our handbell’s 50th
anniversary, we are inviting all past
handbell ringers to join along with

our current ringers to perform during
our Worship Service on June 8th.

Details coming soon!

Bible Study Sk 1%

Wednesdays @ 11:30am
Parish House

Book of the Month:
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PLAN YOUR CALENDAR (CONT.) s
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THANK YOU NOTES

CHURCH PICNIC &§ WORSHIP

Mark your calendars for the
285 annual potluck church picnic
on June Bth. It will be held
indoors at the church.
Parish Life will provide fried

L% chicken and beverages.
CHUR CH Watch for a sign up in the
narthex for your names and
what side or dessert you're
planning to bring.

JUNE 8TH

PaBE 5

Dear friends, It was wonderful to be back with you on Easter morning. | have missed you, ringing bells, singing with the choirs,
and enjoying the service and scriptures. | am grateful for the calls, visits, and so many lovely cards! 1I'm still working on my re-
covery, but I hope to be with you weekly very soon.

~Love, Sue

To all who helped to make our Lenten, Holy Week, and Easter Day special this year. Special thanks
to our staff who added the finishing touches on music, bulletins, keeping our building clean, and the
Child Care Center running smoothly. It really does take a village and your efforts to make things
happen are greatly appreciated.
Also, my sincere appreciation to folks here at CRUCC for expressions of sympathy through your
emails, texts, calls, and cards. It means so very much to feel loved and surrounded by caring and
prayers.

~Pastor Greg

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

How Can YOU Help These Children?

SPONSOR a child for a year at a cost of $300.00, in whole or in part — simply make out your check to CRUCC

and indicate on the memo line that it is for the Weekend Food Program.

PURCHASE the specific foods needed and put the items in the designated box located in the Narthex
VOLUNTEER your time to pack the food.
DELIVER the food to a school.

Many children in the Middletown valley area are provided a free or reduced priced lunch on school days, but they face
the prospect of hunger on the weekend. In partnership with area churches, the weekend food program helps to fill this
gap by providing weekend bags full of food for children in these schools: Middletown Elementary, Primary, Middle and
High School, Myersville, Valley and Wolfsville Elementary.




COMMUNITY OUTREACH (CONT.)

VISIONS
May 2025
Past 6

MIDDLETOWN
FOOD BANK

FOOD ITEMS

Pasta Sauce

e Canned Meat PERSONAL CARE ITEMS
e Canned Beans « Toilet Paper

e Cake/Cookie Mix e Shampoo

e BBQ Sauce e Hand Soap

Collection boxes are found in the hallway between the
sanctuary and the chapel.

Ways you can

ERE
i i“": § \"il "

RAISERIGHT GIFT CARD FUNDRAISER
Did you know that you can donate to the
church while you are grocery shopping or
eating out? With every gift card you
purchase from the church through the Raise

Right program, a portion of the value of the
gift card is donated right back to Christ Reformed. For a
partial list of the participating merchants, look for order forms
in the Narthex or visit the Raise Right website (http/
www.raiseright.com). We have a small
inventory of gift cards that you can
purchase from Gail Johnson on
Sundays, submit the completed form (w/
payment) to the church office or order
directly online. Questions?  Call the
church office or see Gail Johnson.

ENROLL ONLINE: https.://www.raiseright.com/enroll?
enrollCode=3124C59B3388L

The easier wWay
to fundraise

@ RaiseRight

AROUND THE CONGREGATION

Sound. Techs
May 4 Nice Zfine
May 11 Touwy Verdi
May 18 Pat Joy
May 25 Towy Vendi
Layreadens
May 4 Taylor Magda-Mathis
May 11 Paut ik
Mag 18 Laua Cfoutaine
May 25 Alison Lyuch
Uskexs
May 4 Pat Joy, Naney vom Lehn
Mag 1 Be' Hill, Karen Koogle
May 18 Linda _Nickols, Judy Zeck
Mag 25 Debbie Locke, Mike Locke

Altan SHowens
May 4 TBD
May 11 Manganet Brandenbung
Moy 18 TBD
Mag 25 Susan € Dick f—foot
Cotytyee Hour Hosts
May 4 TBD
May 11 Jean € Bob Galey
May 18 Emily € Taylon Magda-Mathis
May 25 Chuistion £d Boand
Gheeters

May 4 Loua € Tony Verdi
May 11 Qickie € Dale Biggs

and/on Beth & Mile Mumment
May 18 Mewbens ofy Cousistony
May 25 Many € Grityty Ganwood

. CHURCH ATTENDANCE

Wawch 2025
848 am 10:30 am

Wawch 2 1§ 50
Wawvch 7 7 57
AsiWednesday 28

Wawch 16 1 47
Wawch 23 20 %
Wawch 30 22 %4
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CRUCC
REVENUE

Operating Income
Investment Income
Other Income

TOTAL REVENUE

EXPENSES

Compensation Expenses

Operating Expenses
Program Expenses
Worship-Related Expenses
Education-SS/CCCC
Office & Supplies
Utilities
Building & Property
Equipment Maintenance
Insurance Expenses
Total Operating Expenses

Ministry Expenses
Ministry - Outreach
Ministry - Boards & Committees
Total Ministry Expenses

TOTAL EXPENSES

MNet Total

CccCcC

Revenues
Operating Income
Investment Income
Other Income

TOTAL REVENUE

EXPENSES
Compensation Expenses
Operating Expenses

Program Expenses
Education-S5/CCCC
Office & Supplies
Utilities

Building & Property
Equipment Maintenance

Total Operating Expenses
TOTAL EXPENSES

Met Total
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OPERATING FINANCES YEAR TO DATE ENDING MARCH 31, 2025

Actual
March 2025

21,669.00
832.17
4,006.48

26,507.65

15,318.73

373.53
(14.16)
3,714.11
91.39
525.00

4,689.87

5,000.00
77231
5,772.31

25,780.91

726.74

Actual
March 2025

103,855.50
4.50
3,725.00

107,585.00

57,854.84

4,832.33
2,445.79
464.88
4,009.27
1,145.12
12,897.39
96,426.96

11,158.04

ActualYear to Date
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115,877.76
5,647.74
12,097.72

133,623.22

42,795.87

200.00
1,807.26
189.63
3,754.11
12,613.11
8,421.89
525.00
18,300.50
45,911.60

6,853.00
2,475.50
5,428.50

98,135.97

35,487.25

Actual Year to Date
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273,538.50
12.98
8,963.00

282,758.72

188,974.92
12,117.06

8,426.85
589.82
16,810.92
1.290.49
40,335.14
254,984.79

27,774.93

VISIONS
May 2025
pase 7




Christ Reformed 12 South Church Street

United Church of Christ PO Box 333 N?T. g.ro;ig 3;%1n'|:z;t(|jon
Rev. Greg Shook Middletown , Maryland 21769 PERMIT 2202

christreformeducc@comcast.net Frederick, Maryland 21701

WwWWw.cCrucc.org

In-Person Worship
8:15am Contemporary Worship

In Person & On-Line Worship
Traditional Worship 10:30am
Coffee Hour 11:30am

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Office Hours
Mon-Fri 10am-2pm
301-371-6610
Fax: 301-371-6912

Christ Church Children's Center
Mrs. Missy Payne, Director
6 Weeks—5th Grade
Mon-Fri 6:30am — 6:00pm
301-371-0360
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net

REACHING OUT TO HELP PLOPLE TO KNOW
GOD THROUGH JESUS GHRIST.
LQUIPPING PEOPLE TO LOVE GOD THROUGH
THE COMMUNITY OF FAITH,
SINDING PEOPLE TO SERVE GOD
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD.

+ American
L Red Cross

donate

donate LIFE

Saturday, May 3 ¢ 8:00am-12:30pm ¢Chapel

To schedule an appointment please visit www.redcrossblood.org and enter Sponsor Keyword:
ChristReformedUCC or call the church office at 301-371-6610.




