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NO MATTER WHERE YOU ARE ON LIFE'S JOURNEY, YOU ARE WELCOME HERE. BECAUSE JESUS HAS TAUGHT US TO LOVE THE LORD
OUR GOD WITH ALL OUR HEART, SOUL, STRENGTH, AND MIND, AND TO LOVE OUR NEIGHBORS AS OURSELVES WE DECLARE CHRIST
REFORMED UCC TO BE AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING CHURCH. WL INVITE PLOPLE OF LVERY RACE, GENDER, ETHNIGITY, SEXUAL
ORIENTATION, GENDER IDENTITY AND EXPRESSION, AGE, MARITAL STATUS, ECONOMIC CIRCUMSTANCE, AND PHYSICAL AND MENTAL
ABILITY INTO THE WORSHIP, RITES & SACRAMENTS, FELLOWSHIP, AND LEADERSHIP OF OUR CHURGH.

PASTOR’S PEN

Dear Flock,

I recently had several experiences that have caused me to reflect on my life and
all the wonderful experiences I've had with the various hats I've worn. Indulge
and travel with me as we see where this journey takes us.

The first was a call from a former youth group member who called to say thanks
for the experiences we shared in our time together. He and his long-time partner
live out West and work as social workers, while also enjoying being active in their
church’s outreach ministries. The second call was from a former student. Dr.
Tyler Austin graduated from Boonsboro High School and has made his teacher

Pastor's Pen 1 very proud. He is now Director of Bands at Old Dominion University in Virginia.
, He has conducted all over the world and called me to share that in Summer 2026,

Pastor’s Pen (cont.) 2 . . . . . .

Congregational Budget Meeting he will be conductor-in-residence with the National Orchestra of Brazil.

School Food Donations The most recent experience was returning to officiate the funeral of a dear soul I

Motor Coach Trip to See “Noah” . . .

Fall Breakfast have known for many years. Anne served as a librarian at several local public

CCCC Highlights 3 libraries, including Hpod Col_lege. She always told me that I was on record to

perform her Celebration of Life.

Plan Your Calendar 4 Why do I share this? What is the point? When students or friends contact me

Thank You Notes 5 with gratitude, I always ask them to share a reflective moment, memory, or event

Community Outreach that has impacted them the most. With the youth group folks, it was the fact that

Community Outreach (cont.) 6 they felt loved and welcomed by me, but also by their church. For them, it was

Around the Congregation the welcoming, love, safety, and community they experienced from the church and

August 2025 Financials 7 everyone there. With Dr. Austin, it was the fact that at his first bassoon lesson, I

Blessing of the Animals 8 had him lean forward into the instrument. He said it instantly made a difterence in

his playing. With Anne, it was more of an ongoing series of things. I could have
had the craziest week; busy, harried, slightly overwhelming, and yet, when I would
visit her, she ministered to me as much as I to her. Her calm and soft-spoken
manner was a respite for me. Anne would often say, “I hope I leave some sort of
" impact in what I've done.” At her service, I called it her legacy. Wait! How!?

" What!?

Well, ponder it for a moment. What happened in each of these situations was
something simple, non-judgmental, welcoming, loving, etc. You get the picture,
right? To me, it’s a lot like what and how our church should be?

Several scriptures come to mind:

A N N U AI- “What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice
these things, and the God of peace will be with you.” — Philippians 4:9
BU DGET M EE'“ NG “In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your
good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” — Matthew 5:16
Nov.2 @ 9:15am ]‘(‘f’;z;b; 2dzoers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.” —

Chapel

(Continued on page 2)
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“Show yourself in all respects to be a model of good works, and in your teaching show integrity,
dignity.” — Titus 2:7

It seems that there is an excessive emphasis placed on wealth and possessions these days. Growing up
or existing without wealth does not mean we are not wealthy. Our “legacy” is more than a portfolio of
stocks, bonds, or cash. It is a portfolio of how we exhibited and shared the teachings of Christ throughout
our lives. Are we perfect? Of course, not. However, when we are out and about and people know we
are representatives of our faith and Christ’s church, we must ask ourselves if we are leaving an acceptable
legacy. Are we being true ambassadors of God’s love, Christ’s teachings, and the Holy Spirit’s presence? Hmm. Perhaps
that is worth a little soul-searching for each of us.

In our journey of leaving a legacy, one vital aspect is our faith in action. When we live our faith day by day, we set a
powerful example for those around us. Let’s think about how our actions reflect our beliefs. We can inspire our children,
friends, and community by demonstrating love, forgiveness, and compassion. In living out our faith, we demonstrate to
others what it means to be a follower of Christ. You see, our legacy is not just written in words but beautifully illustrated in
the actions we take and the love we share.

May it be so.
Soli Deo Gloria!
Pastor Greg

NOTES

Congregational Budget Meeting

Our constitution calls for a meeting of the
congregation on the first Sunday of November to
adopt a budget for the next year. Copies of the
proposed budget, along with voting options, will be
mailed out soon. Copies will be available in the
Narthex. You are encouraged to attend this meeting
on November 2nd at 9:15am in the Chapel.

School Food Donations

With school starting last month, we have resumed
collecting items for the Middletown Backpack
Program (a list of requested items is on the table in
the Narthex). As you shop this month, please pick up
a few items and bring them with you to worship. SOCIaI Room
Collection boxes are found in the hallway between h fedb _ " Liﬁe
the sanctuary and the chapel. 05464 ¥ ,Pans :

Motor Coach Trip to See “Noah”
| sidur G sotino Jefferson UCC is hosting a
Ay ‘ motor coach trip to Sight &
Sound to see “Noah” on
November 8, departing from
: WNIVERanovt | tHE Jefferson Ruritan Parking
PV o e, &4 lot promptly at 9:30am. They
will stop for lunch at Miller's
Smorgasbord Cost per person is $156.50 and
includes motor coach, lunch, and ticket for the
show. Payment due at time of booking. To reserve
your seat, please contact Nancy Keller-Bonde at

301-639-6028.




CHILDREN’S CENTER HIGHLIGHTS VISIONS

ccee's
ERITAGEDAY '
PARADE
FLOAT

The CCCC Christmas Themed Float took 1*' place in the Float category this year.
Thank you to the staff for countless hours prepping, building, walking and then cleaning up the float.
A big THANK YOU to Matt Adams with Adams Pro Service, LLC for allowing us to use his trailer,
decorate his truck and for pulling the trailer!
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PLAN YOUR CALENDAR VISTONS

Book of the Month:

The Nomes"
5% Florence l\ll//[//)

‘ Contact Chariotie Hanson at
| hansonc3306@gmail.com for more info.
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GUYS NIGHT OUT

Join us for food & fellowship.

10/27 @ 6pm

Oscar's Ale House
9(_)6 N. East Street Frederick

Please RSVP to Bob at

. robertgaley@hotmail.com
or text/call 301-712-8022.
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THANK YOU NOTES VISTONS
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Thanks to all our many friends for all your calls, cards, and especially PaBE 5
your prayers while | was undergoing total right hip replacement sur- v '/
gery. The recuperation is going well and is pain free. The PT is going I,
well also and John and | hope to see our friends soon. Thank you 7} ' 3
again. Sherry Hildebrand
Dear Church Members,
There are not enough ways to thank all of you for your help with Heritage Day... even though the
weather did not really cooperate this year. Thank you to the church office staff for the preparing and
printing flyers and helping in a million other ways. Thank you to the Parish Life board for coordinating
the bake and craft sales. Thank you to the group that worked the Main St. table. Thank you to the
Praise Band for their excellent performance. Thank you to the volunteer greeters and the bounce
house supervisors. Thank you for sharing your favorite cookbooks and recipes. Thank you to the crafty
crew on the Parish House porch. Thank you to the many people who helped with set up and clean
up. As they say, it takes a village. | hope you will all be willing to help again next year. The church
could not be represented at Heritage Day without your help ! Sincerely, Nancy vom Lehn
COMMUNITY OUTREACH

METAL RECYCLING

Every Sunday from approximately 6:30am until 12:30pm in the Zion Lutheran Church (107 W. Main Street)
lower parking lot, Bill Traube and a core of volunteers collect any kind of metal, aluminum cans, steel, etc. All
of the proceeds go to support 1) the local Middletown Ministerium Day of Service projects; and 2) local
charities such as the Myersville Area Growing Project, Frederick Rescue Mission, Religious Coalition, Mission of
Mercy, etc. In 2023, they donated over $24K to these charities. All are encouraged to bring their scrap metal
for a good cause. Small items can be left on the back porch of the Parish House. Arrangements can be made for
picking up large items by contacting Bill Traube at 240-457-3953.

In 2024, over 136 kids in the Middletown valley area were provided a free or reduced priced lunch on school
days, but they faced the prospect of hunger on the weekend. In partnership with area churches, the Weekend
Food Program helps to fill this gap by providing weekend bags full of food for children in these schools:
Middletown Elementary, Primary, Middle, Myersville, Valley, Jefferson and Wolfsville Elementary.

How Can YOU Help These Children?

¢ SPONSOR a child for a year at a cost of $300.00, in whole or in part — simply make out your check
to CRUCC and indicate on the memo line that it is for the Weekend Food Program.

¢ PURCHASE the specific foods needed and put the items in the designated box located in the Narthex
¢ VOLUNTEER your time to pack the food.
¢ DELIVER the food to a school.

WEEKEND FOOD PROGRAM

14 Continuous Years of Serving Our Children

WALKTO

E

alzheimer’s % association’ P

Sunday, October 12, 2025 I 1:00am Registration
Nymeo Field at Harry Grove Stadium

Your donation enables the Alzheimer's Association to provide quality care and support through their
free 24/7 Helpline (800.272.3900), in-person and virtual support groups, education programs and
more. It also empowers the Association to accelerate the world’s most promising research toward
treatment, prevention, and, ultimately, a cure. To make a donation or to sign-up to walk with Beth Scott’s Team, go to: Attp./
act.alz.org/goto/BethsMemoryMakers. Check donations should be made out to the Alzheimer's Association and can be mailed to Beth
or left in the Church Office. Please contact Beth at 301-788-3524 or BethOScott@aol.com.




COMMUNITY OUTREACH (CONT.) VISTONS
OCTOBEF 2025

MIDDLETOWN
FOOD BANK

FOOD ITEMS

e Canned Beans

e Canned Tuna

Canned Chicken

Canned Vegetables

Hamburger Helper

Rice-A-Roni
Collection boxes for non-perishables are in the

between the sanctuary and the chapel. Homegrown fruits/

veggies can be dropped off directly (301 W. Main St) on
Wednesdays 1-3pm or Saturdays 9-1 Iam.

SERVE

AROUND THE CONGREGATION

PERSONAL CARE ITEMS
o Toilet Paper

e Bars of Soap

e Paper Towels

RAISERIGHT GIFT CARD FUNDRAISER PEBE 6

Did you know that you can donate to the
church while you are grocery shopping or
eating out? With every gift card you
purchase from the church through the Raise

Right program, a portion of the value of the
gift card is donated right back to Christ
Reformed. For a partial list of the participating merchants,
look for order forms in the Narthex or visit the Raise Right
website (http//www.raiseright.com). We
have a small inventory of gift cards that
you can purchase from Gail Johnson
on Sundays, submit the completed form
(w/payment) to the church office or
order directly online. Questions? Call
the church office or see Gail Johnson.

ENROLL ONLINE: https://www.raiseright.com/enroll?
enrollCode=3124C59B3388L

@ RaiseRight
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OPERATING FINANCES YEAR TO DATE ENDING AUGUST 31, 2025

CRUCC
REVENUE

Operating Income
Grant/Loan Revenues
Investment Income
Other Income

TOTAL REVENUE

EXPENSES
Compensation Expenses
Operating Expenses
Program Expenses
Worship-Related Expenses
Education-33/CCCC
Office & Supplies
Utilities
Building & Property
Equipment Maintenance
Insurance Expenses
Total Operating Expenses
Ministry Expenses
Ministry - Cutreach
Ministry - Boards & Committees
Total Ministry Expenses
TOTAL EXPENSES

NET TOTAL

CCCC

Revenues
Operating Income
Grant/Loan Revenues
Investment Income
Other Income

TOTAL REVENUE

EXPENSES

Compensation Expenses

Operating Expenses
Program Expenses
Education-55/CCCC
Office & Supplies
Utilities
Building & Property
Equipment Maintenance
Total Operating Expenses

TOTAL EXPENSES
NET TOTAL
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Actual Aug 01, 2025

- Aug 31, 2025

11,452.00

7.47
3.830.81
15,290.38

15,595.79

1,705.00
2,496.25
86.00
274.50

4,861.75

183.76
183.76
20,641.30

15,300.82)

Actual Aug 01, 2025

- Aug 31, 2025
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202.05
20,033.49

94,5808.12
(15,809.64)
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Actual Year
to Date

188,028.01
96,158,592
17,363.40
32,535.56

294,085.51

114,919.10

15,200.00
3.470.81
517.35
11,954.61
25,381.69
15,188.08
2,085.50
39,147.50
112,945.54

11,953.00
2,739.02
14,692.02
242,556.66

01,528.83

Actual Year
to Date

701,340.00
192,705.26
2,883.93
9,769.96
906,699.15

583,415.00

46,746.05
479.79
24,415.79
1,649.58
53,170.99
2,148.96
128,611.16

712,026.16
194,672.99
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Annual Budget
Remaining
This Year

176,128.99
(96,158.92)
117,363.40)
14,039.42
116,646.49

135,512.90

(15,200.00)
2,229.19
482,65
9,895.39
7.418.31
14,461.92

(85.50)
11,752.50
30,954.46

347.00
1,360.98
1,707.98

168,175.34

(51,528.83)

Annual Budget
Remaining
This Year

434,377.78
(192,705.26)
(2,663.93)
(687.63)
238,090.94

358,411.39

36,253.95
3,020.21
21,884.21
2.014.12
9,329.01
1,851.04
74,352.54

432,763.93
(194,672.99)

VISIONS
0CTOBEr 2025
Pase 7




Christ Reformed 12 South Church Street

q . Non Profit Organization
United Church of Christ P.O. Box 333 U.S. Postage Paid
Rev. Greg Shook Middletown , Maryland 21769 PERMIT 2202
christreformeducc@comcast.net Frederick, Maryland 21701

In-Person Worship
8:15am Contemporary Worship

WWW.Crucc.org
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
In Person & On-Line Worship

Traditional Worship 10:30am
Coffee Hour 11:30am

Office Hours
Mon-Fri. 10am-2pm
301-371-6610
Fax: 301-371-6912

Christ Church Children's Center
Mrs. Missy Payne, Director
6 Weeks—5th Grade
Mon-Fri 6:30am — 6:00pm
301-371-0360
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net

REACHING OUT TO HELP PLOPLE TO KNOW
GOD THROUGH JESUS GHRIST.
LQUIPPING PEOPLE TO LOVE GOD THROUGH
THE COMMUNITY OF FAITH,
SINDING PEOPLE TO SERVE GOD
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD.

Saturday..Oefober 4th
10-11am

We will blesS&Rl es, DRIVE-THRU
photos andstuffé‘f ghimals: - BLESSING




