
No matter where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here. Because Jesus has taught us to love the Lord 
our God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and to love our neighbors as ourselves we declare Christ 

Reformed UCC to be an Open and Affirming church. We invite people of every race, gender, ethnicity, sexual 
orientation, gender identity and expression, age, marital status, economic circumstance, and physical and mental 

ability into the worship, rites & sacraments, fellowship, and leadership of our church. 
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Dear Flock, 
It is rather scary that we are already at the end of January 2026, and are nearly 

halfway through the season of Epiphany.  Already our news has been filled with scary 

moments, and we are currently recovering from a snow and ice adventure, and the past 
few weeks for me have been spent in recovery mode from eye surgery.   

We take so many basic things for granted, like our sight.  I had to wait to drive until 
peripheral vision returned.  The left eye was the last hurdle, nevertheless I ventured out 

on Saturday before the storm with all of humanity for some groceries.  While standing 
in line for check-out the woman in front of me was complaining about everything.  I 
was actually looking forward to the snow and several of us decided to try and bring her 
around by talking about the beauty and serenity that occurs with falling snow.  She 

wasn’t having any of that.  She responded with “there’s just no good news anymore.”  
It does seem that way at times.  Then again, isn’t there still good around us? 

When pondering what we might do with Lent, I wanted to have a theme that 
would be meaningful to people and more than anything, offer hope.  We’ve 

experienced how people have crafted, manipulated, and incorporated perspectives of 
Jesus’ life into the pursuit of power, to satisfy greed, and to suppress others.  Lent is 
more than giving up something.  Lent is more than solemn music.  Lent should be a 
time when we take some personal inventory of the places we might need a little tuck or 
uplift in our outlook, attitude, and hopefulness as God’s children.  Our series, “Tell Me 

Something Good,” takes us on a journey that reassures us that the gospel is still good 
news for all.  It is justice and mercy, it is food for the hungry, it guarantees a place at 
the table for everyone, and it offers rest for the weary.  It is radical welcome and hope 
for a better tomorrow. 

If we consider the essential principles of Jesus’ ministry, what scriptures and stories 
come to mind for you?  What tenets of Jesus would you put on your list?  How about 
radical inclusion, love for neighbor, communal care, protection for the vulnerable, 
redistribution of wealth, mercy in the face of injustice. . . .to name a few!  Who was 

this “good news” for then and who is it for now?  Well, it is for US.  It is for US 
individuals to process, make us a little uncomfortable, and guide us to make changes.  It 
is also for the CHURCH to do the same to be sure our ministry and message remains 
relevant, inclusive, and steadfast.  That journey begins with Ash Wednesday on 
February 18.   

As a result of my eye surgery, my vision is restored a little bit at a time.  So far, my 
vision has radically improved from what it was previously.  Isn’t that the purpose of our 
journey during Lent?   We may ask “What happened to the Gospel being good news 
for all”?  I pray our Lenten journey will bring us back to the heart of Jesus’ most 

foundational and resonate teachings in the hopes of rooting ourselves in the goodness 
that God desires for all of creation.  Let us return to the goodness of following Jesus—
the living and  breathing, unbound, surprising, expansive, and inspiring love for all—
defined by justice, mercy, and faithfulness.  May it be so! 

Soli Deo Gloria!  Pastor Greg 

Pastor’s Pen 

THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED ON FEB. 16TH 



Officer Installation 
Each year we recognize and install the new members of our 

Consistory, Boards and Committees. All new and returning 
members are invited. Please join us at both services on 
Sunday, February 1st as we affirm their contributions. 

Altar Flowers for 2026—NEW OPTIONS 
The 2026 Altar Flower Dedication Chart has been posted 

on the bulletin board in the Narthex.  If you would like to honor, 
remember, or celebrate a special person or occasion, or simply 
want to enhance our worship service with flowers on the 
sanctuary altar, please add your name next to that date.  This 
year, you have several options and they all include a dedication 
in the bulletin.  You can borrow one of the lovely arrangements 
that Debbie Locke has created for us to use, you can bring an 
arrangement from home that you made or that you purchased 
on your own, or you can purchase one through C.M. Bloomers.  
If you purchase through C.M. Bloomers, there will be a charge 
of $72 (or more if you have a special request). You still need to 
sign up on the sign up sheet to reserve your date/dedication 
even if you do not purchase one through the church. Indicate 
on the sign up sheet how you wish to provide flowers. If you do 
plan to purchase one through C.M. Bloomers, a member of the 
Altar Guild will contact you near that time with complete 
details. If you have any questions, please contact Debbie in the 
church office. 

Ash Wednesday 
The season of Lent, the 40 weekdays 

between Ash Wednesday and Easter, is a time 
given to spiritual reflection and exploration.  
In the early centuries of the church the 
observance was only a few days longs, but 
after the Council of Nicaea in 325 it was 
extended to forty days.  That number mirrored 
the fasts of Moses, Elijah and Jesus.  Observance was very 
strict.  Only one meal a day was eaten.  Meat, fish and eggs were 
forbidden.  In modern times the emphasis on fasting has been 
reduced, but Lent is still a season given to greater prayer, 
contemplation and service.  We’ll observe the beginning of Lent 
with a worship service on Ash Wednesday, February 18th at 
7pm in the sanctuary.  This year, we will also offer “Drive-thru” 
imposition of ashes from 7am to 9am and 12pm-1pm in the 
church parking lot. 

Stewardship Update 
To date, we have received 51 pledges to the 2026 General 

Fund for a total of $187,925 and 10 pledges for the 2026 
Capital Fund for a total of $10,684.  Feel free to send your 
Estimate of Giving Card to the church office or drop it in the 
collection plate on an upcoming Sunday. Thank you for your 
support. 
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Children’s center news 



2025 community outreach 

Discipleship Board Direct Giving 

− $369 for Hygiene Bags 

− $1,500 to Central Atlantic Conference Disaster Ministries 

− $706 for our Weagly House Family 

− $300 for Middletown Valley People Helping People 

Advocates for Homelessness 

− $383 collected at our Christmas Eve Family Worship 

Fish Fund and Other Friends In Need 

− $2,793 was provided to local families and individuals 

Middletown Valley Food Pantry Collection  

− Bags of food pantry items were collected 

− $1,125 was collected 

Middletown Valley People Helping People 

− Gift cards and school supplies collected for Back to School 

− $950 in gift cards and cash, and toiletry items collected for “Adopt a Family” 

− $408 collected at our Community Thanksgiving Service 

Middletown Valley Weekend Food Program 

− $110 was collected from our Bingo Buds 

− Cases and bags of food items were collected 

Frederick County Public Schools 

− Cases and bags of food items were collected 

− Over 20 bags of clothing collected for Annual Fall Clothing Give-Away 

Community Living (White Gifts) 

− Provided over 94 toiletry items and $195 in gift cards 

Frederick County Soup Kitchen 

− Six meals provided and served throughout the year 

Behavorial Health Unit 

− PurlyMates donated 26 items including hats, scarves and headbands 

Growing Project 

− $1,100 was donated 

UCC Special Offerings (5 for 5) 

− $10,000 for Our Church’s Wider Mission 

− $620 for One Great Hour of Sharing 

− $110 for Strengthen the Church 

− $1,045 for Neighbors In Need Fund 

− $545 for the Christmas Fund 

VISIONS 
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2026 consistory, boards & committee members VISIONS 
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CONSISTORY 
Elders 
Bob Galey, Susan Keller, Gregg Petermann, Sharon Thomas 
New: Dale Biggs, Doug Remsberg 
Deacons 
Madelyn Cross Meagan Fogle 
New:   Kendra Perry 

CHAIRPERSON OF CONGREGATION (1 year term) 
Paul Fink 

CEMETERY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Dale Biggs, Skip Lare 
New:   Keith Staley, Sharon Thomas 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION BOARD 
Angel Beadle, Brenda Fogle, Melissa Miller, Kendra Perry, Judy Zeck 
New:   Jean Galey  

CHURCH PROPERTY BOARD 
Gary Bell, John DeLauder, Ehtan Moser, Jason Moser 
New:   Gary vom Lehn  

DISCIPLESHIP BOARD 
Renee Brandenburg-Huffer, Linda DeLauder, Bob Woods, Sue Wickless 
New:   Emily Mathis-Magda, Laura Verdi 

PARISH LIFE BOARD 
Connie Bell, Marty Estell, Dinah Esworthy, Gail Johnson 
New: Be’ Hill, Karen Koogle, Janet Stock 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE (1 year term) 
To be named (Deacon), To be named (Elder), To be named (Cemetery Board) 
New:   

CHURCH & MINISTRY COMMITTEE 
Pat Joy, Beth Mummert 
New: Diana Corl, Terry Sparks, Nancy vom Lehn 

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 
Charlotte Hanson, Tony Verdi 
New: Jenny Koontz, Beth Scott 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE (2 year term) 
Edward Fontaine, Bill Steigelmann 
New:   

USHERING COMMITTEE 
Nancy vom Lehn 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Susan Keller, Bill Steigelmann, Tony Verdi 
New: Laura Fontaine, Griff Garwood 

CHRIST CHURCH CHILDREN’S CENTER 
Missy Payne (Director), Katie Blorstad, Jesi Bell-Godfrey, Debbie Locke, Mike Remsberg, Judy Zeck 
New: John DeLauder 



Community outreach (cont.) 

MIDDLETOWN  
FOOD BANK 

 

FOOD ITEMS 
• Mayonnaise 
• Canned Peas 
• Canned Fruit 
• Sugar 
• Coffee 
• Black Tea 

PERSONAL CARE ITEMS 
• Facial Tissues 
• Shampoo 
• Liquid Hand Soap 
• Paper Towels 

 Collection boxes for non-perishables are in the hallway 
between the sanctuary and the chapel.  Homegrown fruits/
veggies can be dropped off directly (301 W. Main St) on 

Wednesdays 1-3pm or Saturdays 9-11am. 

Coffee Hour Hosts 
February 1 TBD 
February 8 CE Board 
February 15 Parish Life 
February 22 Trish & Dave Brandt 

Greeters 
February 1 Laura & Tony Verdi 
February 8 Vickie & Dale Biggs 
 and/or Beth & Mike Mummert 
February 15 Members of Consistory 
February 22 Edward Fontaine, Judy Zeck 

Around the Congregation 

 

Sound Techs 
February 1 Nick Fink 
February 8 Tony Verdi 
February 15 Pat Joy 
February 18 Ash Wednesday TBD 
February 22 Tony Verdi 

Layreaders 
February 1 Susan Thornton 
February 8 Alison Lynch 
February 15 Gail Johnson 
February 22 Emily Magda-Mathis 

Ushers 
February 1 Pat Joy, Nancy vom Lehn 
February 8 Linda DeLauder, Trish Parr-Brandt 
February 15 Be’ Hill, Karen Koogle 
February 18 Ash Wednesday Linda Nichols, Judy Zeck 
February 22 Mike & Debbie Locke 

 

December 2025 
 8:15 am 10:30 am 
December 7 25 68 
December 14 13 42 
December 21 22 63 
December 28 Blended             58 

WEEKEND FOOD PROGRAM 
Many children in the Middletown valley area 
are provided a free or reduced priced lunch on 
school days, but they face the prospect of 
hunger on the weekend. In partnership with 
area churches, the Weekend Food Program 
helps to fill this gap by providing weekend 
bags full of food for children in these schools:  Middletown 
Elementary, Primary, Middle, Myersville, Valley, Jefferson and 
Wolfsville Elementary.   

VISIONS 
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How Can YOU Help These Children? 
 SPONSOR a child for a year at a cost of $300.00, in whole or 

in part – simply make out your check to CRUCC and indicate 
on the memo line that it is for the Weekend Food Program.  

 PURCHASE the specific foods needed and put the items in the 
designated box located in the Narthex  

 VOLUNTEER your time to pack the food. 
 DELIVER the food to a school. 

Drawing to God’s Word 
Our creator excels at design and artistic 
expression. As God’s image-bearers, 
we can use our creative gifts to learn 
about and worship him. You can draw, 
doodle, color and journal as you reflect 
on God’s Word. After reading the weekly 
Bible passages, grab some markers, 
colored pencils or pens to respond. 
Close each devotional time with prayer, 
thanking the Master Artist for making, 
sustaining, and blessing you!  



Operating Finances Year to Date Ending December 31, 2025 VISIONS 
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Christ Reformed 
United Church of Christ 

 

Rev. Greg Shook 
 

In-Person Worship 
8:15am Contemporary Worship 

 

In Person & On-Line Worship 
Traditional Worship 10:30am 

Coffee Hour 11:30am 
 

Office Hours 
Mon-Fri. 10am-2pm 

301-371-6610 
Fax: 301-371-6912 

 
Non Profit Organization 

U.S.  Postage Paid 
PERMIT 2202 

Frederick, Maryland  21701 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

12 South Church Street 
P.O. Box 333 
Middletown , Maryland  21769 
christreformeducc@comcast.net 
www.crucc.org 

Reaching out to help people to know 
God through Jesus Christ.   

Equipping people to love God through 
the community of faith.  

Sending people to serve God 
throughout the world. 

Christ Church Children’s Center 
Mrs. Missy Payne, Director 

6 Weeks—5th Grade 
Mon-Fri    6:30am – 6:00pm 

301-371-0360 
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net 


